
lEADERS' COSRESPONEEKCE 

WITH 

Mr. JINNİH . 


Edited by 



Published by 

' SH. NAZIR AHMAD 

I 

TAJ- OFFICE; BOAÎBAY 3 ■ 

PIONEER BOO^l DEPOT. 
HORNBY ROAD. BOMBAY. 




PREFACE 

To talk of India’s political problem is lo bring one face 
to face with a labyrintlı of innumerable intricacies in the 
shape of inler-social, inter-provincial and inler-coınmunal 
topics. It bas been an unfortunate phenonıenon that whenever 
this land of ours has faced any serious crisis tlıere have often 
shot up in our public life a large number of schools of ibougbt, 
not only conflicting in their opinions but invariably anta- 
gonistic to each other. witlı the result tlıat in the midst of the 
tumultuous clash of interests the very problem on which the 
whole pivot of our public life revolved, has invariably been 
pushed aside and left India’s millions helpless. 

In an age of faction, partisanship, personal rancour, and 
communal animosity healthy criticisms are rarely to be found 
either in the press or on the public platform or in private 
circles. Misrepresentations, misinterpretations and vilifica- 
tions are not rare. Respective groups in justification. of 
their conflicting standpoints not only cloud the issues but do 

X i 

not hesitate to throAv mud at each other. In such an atmosphere 
a dispassionate study becomes difficult. 

In order to put the true facts before those in search of 
truth, I am presenting a collection of the cofreşppndence which 
took place between Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President, All-India 
Müslim League on the one hand, and several bf our contem- 
porary leaders on the other. The correspondence speaks for 
itself., I have no comments to make-eiicept that-'I would ask 
the reader in the words of Bacon 

• » 

—“ Read not to contradict and^oonjute, nor to believe. 
and take for granted, nor to find talk and discourse but to 
zveigh and consider.” 

Bombay, SYED SHARIFUDDIN PEERZADA. 

January, 1944. 
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LEADERS' CORRESPONDENCE 

WITH MR. JINNAH 


From M. A. Jinnah Esq., m.l.a., President, Ali- 
India Müslim League. 

Neıu Delhiy Novemher Stlı, 1939. 
Dear Lord Linlitlıgow 5 

I wish to thank you for giviııg me the intervimv oıi' 
tlıe 4tlı of November as you had promised in your îetter 
of tlıe 28th of October wlıerein you stated tbat you wîll 
be glad al some suitable moment to endeavour further 
to elucidate any points tbat there may be in doubt as 
desired by tlıe resolution of tlıe Working Committee of 
tlıe All-India Müslim League of tlıe 22nd of October. 

In my interview witlı you on tlıe 4tlı of November 
tlıe subject was fully discussed and now. as desired by 
Your Excellency, I am herewith submitting to you the- 
follo\ving points for your consideration and early 
reply :— 

(1) tbat as soon as cireumstances may permit or 
immediately after the \var tlıe entire problem of 
India’s future constitution, apart from the Gov¬ 
ernment of India Act, 1935, shall be examined 
and reconsidered de novo ; 
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(2) that no dedaratioıı slıall, either in principle or 
othenvıse, be ınade or any constitution be enacted 
y His Majesty’s Government or the Parliament 
wıthoul the approval and the consent of tlıe two 

majör communities of İndia, viz., the Mns'sal- 
maııs and the Hindus ; 

<3) that His Majesiy’s Government should try and 
meet ali reasonable ıiational demands of the 
Arabs in Palestine ; 

(4) that the Indian troops will nbt he used outside 
india agaınst any Müslim power or country. 

I have already, in my inlervieıv, fully explained the 
leasons and the grounds in support of these points över 
and above o ,vhat is indieated in the statement of the 

Oct h 7 of the 22nd of 

October of the Worhi„g Committee of the AIMndia 

»t" Sû:;'“ - 

.he " T, P'”'"* mentioned in 

Sen,t h™"’‘- Committee df dıe 18.h of 

faî 1 ^ of securing juslice and 

fa.rplay to the Mussalmans i„ the CongreLgovemed 

Pmvmces «here even their elementaıy rights were heing 

nthlessly trampled upon ; bul as the Con'grdsSMinistries 

rrr,r'.h-‘ >0 say anything 

regardmg thıs matler at presem. 
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1 May I tinform Yoür Excellency tiıat I aûı leaving 
d'or Bombay tom 0 rrow morning. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. JlNNAH. 


To M. A. JiNNAH, Esq,, im.l.a., President, All-India 
Aluslim League. 

The Viceroy’s House, New Delhi, 

November 7th, 1939. 

Dear Mr. Jimialı, ^ 

’ Many tbanks for your letter of 5th November. I 
iully appreciate ihe importance of the points which yon 
jiaise and I wiil not fail to let you have as early a reply 
cEs practicable. 

Yours sincerely, 

Linlithgow. 


From M. A. Jinnah, Esq., m.l.a., President, All- 
îndia Müslim League. 

\ . Bombay^ November İSih, 1939. 

Dear Lord Linlithgow, 

Thank you for your letter of tlıe Tth November 
1939. Since tbe rec’eipt of your letter I have been pressed 
'^vith inquiries from different parts of the country as to 
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how and ^vlıere -Nve stand. Would you, therefore, mind' 
if I were to publîsh my leUer to Your Excellency, dated’ 
llıe 5th November and your lelter under reply. 

Yours sinceıely, 

M. A. JiNNAir. 


To M. A. JiNNAH, Esq., M.L.A., Presidenl, AH- 
India Müslim League. 


Viceroy*s Camp, 
November 26th, 1939.. 



Dear Mr, Jinnah, 

Tlıank you for your lelter of tlıe 18th November. F 
quite understand your anxiely to pubîish your letter to* 
nıe of tlıe 5th November and my acknowledgment of it.. 
I should welcome il if you could postpone publication' 
for, say, another ten days, as I am ansîous tliat tlıe 
înlerval betıveen publication by you and my reply 
(ıvliiclı naturally must lake some littie time to prcpare- 
as I have to consıdt His Majesiy’s Government) should 
be as short as possible. Bul if you fcel that it is essen* 
tial for you to publislı udtlıout ıvaiting so long, I can* 
raise no objeetion, llıougb I vvould ask you to be kind 
cnouglı to let me know in advance the date you contem- 
plale. 

Yours sincerely, 

LiNtrnıcotv.- 
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TELEGRAM 

From Mr. Jinnah, Bombay. 

To Lord Linlithgow, New Delhi. 

Dated the 29th November 1939. 

Hope my letter eighteenth has reached your Excel- 
lency am waiting for reply as soon as possible. 

TELEGRAM 

M. A. Jinnah, Esq. 

Littie Gibbs Road, 
Malabar Hili, Bombay, 

29th November^ 1939. 

Many thanks for your telegram of today. I hope 
'yon ^vill by iîo\v have received my letter of 27tlı 
"November posted from Bahawalpur— ^Viceroy. 


To M. A. Jinnah, Esq., m.l.a., President, AİL 
Tndia Müslim League. 

Viceroy’s Camp, India, 
Calcutta, December 2^rd, 1939. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I am now in a position to reply to your letter of 
November 5th, in ■svhich you submitted certain points 
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for my consideration. You -»vill,-1 am sure, appreciate* 
that more than one of your questions, if consideıed in' 
the light of ali the implications involved in it, would raise* 
issues affecling otheı communities in India, and tliat this- 
correspondence between us would not be an appropriate* 
medium for making pronouncements on Ihem. Bul I 
bope that my answers, lîmited tlıough theîr scope may be* 
by this consideration, will none-Üıe-less serve to lemove* 
your difficuUies. 

2. My answer to >our first question is that the* 
declaralion I made wUh the approval of His Rîajesty’s 
Gûvemment on Octobeı 18th last does nol exclude exaıni- 
nation of any part either of the Act of 1935 or of the 
policy and plans on \\hich it is based. 

3. With leference to your second point, I canı 
assure you tliat His Majesty’s Government are not under 
any misapprehension as lo the inıportance of the content- 
ment of the Müslim commıınily to the stabilîly and’ 
success of any constilııtional developments in India. 
You need tlierefore have no fear that the weight which 
youT comTnunily’s position in India necessarily gives- 
theîr views \vill be undcrslood. 

4. In framing theîr policy for Paleslİne, His- 
Majesty’s Government have cndeavoured to meel alt 
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reasonable.Arab demands, and ihey continııe to be fully 
alive to tlıe importance of tliat issue. 

5. Finally you asked for an assurance that Indian’ 

* m ' w — * 

troops will not be used outside India against any Muslimı 

N 

power or country. Tiıis question is fortunately hypothe- 
tical, since His Majesty is not at war with any Müslim- 
power. You will appreciate, however, tliat it is impos- 
sible to give a guarantee in terms so wide as those of 
your letter, which woııld lıave tlıe effect of limiting 
India’s riglıt to use its mvn army in its o\vn defence İn- 
circumstances ■whiclı cannot noıv be foreseen ; in tbe- 
present situation, lıowever, as you are aware, every 
precaution has been taken by His Majesty’s Government 
at tlıe instance of the Government of India to ensure- 
tliat Müslim feeling in India on tiıis matter is fully" 
respected. 

Yours sincerely, 

Linlithgow.. 
10, Aurangzeb Road, 

« 

New Delhi, 6th February, 19401 

Dear Lord Linlithgoiv, 

I am herewitlı sendiiıg a copy of the Working- 

_ / 

Committee’s resolution passed on the 3rd of February, 
1940, regarding the correspondence that has passed 


LEADERS’ CORRESPONDE^*CE 


bet^veen Your Excellency and myself for your consİ* 
•deration. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. A. JlNNAH. 
To 

H. E. Lord Linlithgow, 

Viceroy and Govemor-General of Indîa, 

New Delhi. 

Passed at the meeting of the Working Committee 
•of the All-Indîa Müslim League held at Gul»i*Raana, 
Hardinge Avenue, New Delhi, .on the 3rd and 4lh of 
February, 1940, under the Preaidentship of Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah. 

RESOLUTION NO. 1 : 

The Working Committee of the AlMndia Müslim 
League considered the correspondence that has passed 
belween Mr. Jinnah, the Prcsident, and His Excellency 
the Viceroy, ending wit}ı his final reply dated 23rd 
December 1939. The Committee is of the opinion that 
llıe reply of His Excellency is not satisfactory as ccrlain 
important points stili require furtlıer clarification and 
•elucîdation. The Committee therefore, empowers the 
Presîdent to place the vie^vs of the Working Committee 
before His Exccllency and requesl him to reconsîder 
•the matter regarding the assurances asked for in the 
resolution of tlıe Working Committee dated the 18lh of 
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rSeptember and tlıe 22ııd of Oclober, 1939, and thereby 
remove ali doubts and apprehensions from the mind 
•of Müslim India. 


New Delilip February 23rd, 1940. 
Dear Lord Linlitbgow, 

I placed the whole correspondence tliat had passed 
between Your Excellency and myself, ending with your 
letter dated December 23, 1939, before the meeting of 
Ylıe Working Committee of tlıe All-India Müslim League 
•on February 3, 1940. 

As ıvas desired by Your Excellency in our conver- 
sation on February 6, I noıv beg to State briefly the 
-views of the Working Committee, which are as follows:— 

The Working Committee appreciate the clarificalion 
made by Your Excellency regarding tlıe first point and 
.are glad to note tlıal the declaration made by Your 
Excellency, with the approval of His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, on October 18, 1939, does not exclude the exami- 
nation of any part either of the Act of 1935 or of the 
policy and plaııs on which it is based. 

As regards the second point, the Workiııg Com¬ 
mittee do not feel satisfied as the reguest made for a 
-definite assurance has not been met, namely, that no 
Meclaration should, either in principle or otherwise, be 
made or any constitution be enforced by His Majesty’s 
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Government or enacled by Parlıament ■\vithout the 
approval and consent of the Mussalmans of Indn We 
recognıse Your Excellency’s assurance ıvhen 50 u slate 
“ His Majesty’s Government are not under anj mısap 
prehension as to the ımportance of the contentment of 
the Müslim communıty to the stabılıty and success of 
any constıtutıonal development m Indıa Yon need, 
therefore, have no feaı that the \\eight ^^hıch yoıu 
communıty’s posıtion ın Indıa necessaıılj gıves theu 
\iews, wıll he undenated ” But, I regrel to say, tlıı« 
doe» not meet tlıe poınt raısed by the Müslim League, 
bccause ıt stili leaves the posıtion of the nınel> mıllion 
Mussalmans of Indıa only ın the rcgıon of consııltalion 
and counsel, and \ests the final decısion ın the hands of 
Gıeat Bntaın to delermıne the fate and fıılure of Müslim 
Indıa We regrel tlıat \\e cannot accepl thıs posıtion 

As to the polıc) for Palestıne, the Woıkıng Com* 
mıttee of the Ali Indıa Müslim League ısısh to ımpıcss 
upon His Majest\’«; Government that a solution «^hoııld 
be foıınd to the satısfaction of the Arahs The Com 
mıttee aıe glad lo nole, as Yoıır Excellenc> elate«!, tlıat 
His Majesiy’s Government have endeavouıed to mcct 
ali rea«omble Arab demands, and the 3 contınue to be 
fully alive lo that ıs«ue But the e>cs of the Mu'^lım 
VNorld arc vvalchıng the «ıtuation keenly and a dcfınıtc 
«olution «lıould he foıınd vvıthoul Idav 
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Witlı regard to the use of Indian troops against 

any Müslim Power or comıtıy, the Committee feel that 

Your ExceIIency has misıınderstood the position. Wîıeıı 

^ve asked for an assuraııce tliat Indian troops will not 

be used outside India against any Mııslim Power or 

coımtry, it was not intended that tlıey shall not be used 

^for the defence of the coımtry in case of an attack on, 

or aggression against India. 'Wlıile we thank Your 

Excellency for informiiıg us tliat every precaution has- 

been taken by His Majesty's Government, at the instance 

of the Government of India, to insure that Müslim 

feeling in India on this matter is fully respected we feel 

% 

that further clarification of the position is necessary. 

It is reguired of the Müslim League to give- 
assuraııce of wholehearted co-operation and active sup- 
port on behalf of the Mussalmans of India to the British 
Government for the purpose of prosecution of the war. 
The Committee are of opinion that before doing that tlıey 
must feel confident that the future of the Mussalmans 
of India is not left in the region of uncertainty or doubt- 
ful possibility. Consequently, we do not consider it 
unreasonable on our part to ask for a definite assurance 
that no commitments will be made with regard to the- 
future constitution of India or any interim settlement 
with any other party without our approval and consent. 
If His Majesty’s Govenıment are prepared to treat the- 
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leadership of the Mussalmans as a responsible body, 
then they must be tmsted, especîally where the guestîon 
•of determining theîr oıvn future is concerned. 

We are consirained to State that Your Excellency 
is unnecessarily over*anxious about the interests of otlıer 
communities. It has never been our desire unjustly to 
harm any community. The issues that have been raised 
by us are due to apprehensions that the British Gövem» 
ment may be stampeded by other powerful organisations 
in the country into adopting a course or agreeing to a 
scitlement in the matler of Indıa’s constitution which 
ınay prove not only highly detrimental to the interests 
of the Mussalmans but may be disastrous for them. 

As regards Palesline and the use of Indian troops, 
our demands, as explained by me above, cannot in any 
way prejudice the interests of any other community. 
It is not possible in a letter of tlns kind to State fully 
tlıe various reasons and details ; but, if Your Excellency 
so desires, I shall be very glad to place Üıc views of 
the Commiltee before you in fuller details al an early 
•date, Avhenever Your Excellency linds il convcnient. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. JlNXAlI. 
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H. E. llıe Viccroy's İdler lo Mr. Jinnah, 

Dafed, April 19, 1940- 

Dcar Mr. Jinııalı, 

I Avn? glaci lo gallıcr from your İdler of Februaıy 
24. îhal mv leltcr lo yon of December 23 lıad removed 

* • m* 

sonıe of ibe doubls. \vhicb bad been felt by ibe All-India 

w 

Muslini Lcagııe. I do nol rcad your İdler as indicaling 
ibat ibc \^'^orking Conunillee of ibe Lcagııe e.xpccls any- 
tbing furlher froın nıc in your poinis—ihe scope of llıe 
exanıinalion of llıe coııstilıılional posilion lo follow war 
and llıe policy in Palesline. 

Yoıı ask. boıvever, ^for furlher clarificalion of llıe- 

« 

posilion in regard lo llıe ııse of Indian troops againsi 
Muslini Powers or couniries, ıvlıile explaining, as I note 
and appreciate, ibat yoıı had no inlention of allempling 
to circumscribc llıeir ııse in defending India against 
allack or aggression. I presııme ihal you do not expect 
a guaranlee. ıvliiclı il would obviously be impossible lo- 
give, binding us in fıiture conlingencies ıvlıiclı no one 
can foresee. But you need have no fear tliat if at any 
lime suciı a contingeney arose tlıe consideration under- 
lying your suggestion would be overlooked. Fortunately, 
hoıvever, so far as tlıe preseni situation is concerned. 
His Majesty’s Government.are in friendly and sympa- 
tlıetic relations witlı ali Müslim Poıvers to some of 
ıvhom indeed tlıey are bound by alliance, while with the 
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le&t tlıey are on terms of most cordial fııendshıp 

You repıesent ihat your second poınt was not felt 
Ly Üıe Woıkıng Commıtlee to be adequateîy met by 
tlıe terms of my letteı You bave no doubt notıced tJıe 
passage ın the Secietaıy of Stale’a speeclı on Apul 18 
m ■\vhjch be used tbese "nords . 

But that does not ınean that îbe fuluıe constıtutıon 
of Indıa ıs to be a constıtutıon dıclated by tlıe Gövem 
men and Paılıament of thıs counlry agaınst the vvjslıes 
of the Indıan people The undertakmg gıven by His 
Majesty's Government to examıne tlıe constıtulıonal fıeld 
ın consultation vvıth lepresentaUves of ali parlıes and 
mterests ın Indıa connotes not Jıctatıon but negotiation 
Admıttedly a substantial measure of agıecnıent amongst 
the communıtıes m Indıa ıs essential ıf tlıe vı&ıon of a 
United Indıa, vvhıch has ınspıred the labouıs of so mnny 
Tndians and Englıshmen, ıs lo become a realıty , foı I 
cannot belıeve that any Government or Paılıament m 
thıs country v\ould attempt to ımpose by foıce upon, for 
example, 80 mıllion Müslim subjects of His Mijesty ın 
Indıa, a form of constıtutıon under vvlııclı tlıey vvonld 
not h\e peacefuUy 'ind coulentedly’* 

Tlııs statemeııt, I am sure you vvıll agree, İns 
rcraoved any possıble doubis on thıs poınt 

Yom-s sınccrely, 
Linlitjicow. 
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reported, ‘good bag today, polished off rebels,’ it being borne 
in mind that the ‘rebels’ thüs hanged or blovvn from guns were 
not taken in arms but- villagers apprebended on snspicion . 

Düring this march atrocities were committed in the burning 
ofvillages and rnassacre of innocent ■ inhabitants at ’\vhich 
Mohammad Tuglak himself \vould have stoöd ashamed, 
Ho\v General Havelock behaved after entering Cawnpore 

is written by Charles Bal 1 as follo\vs; 

“General Havelock began to \vreak, a \ferrible vengeance 

for the death of Sir Hugh Wheeler. Batch upon batch of 

riatives moünted the scaffold. 'The calmness of mind and 
nobility of demeanour which some of the revölutionaries 

showed at the time of death \vas such as \vould do credit to 

those who martyred themselves for devotion to a principle.” 

Charles Bali’s Indian Muttny, vol. 1. p. 388. 

First the British and Sikli söldiers were ordered to plünder 
the' City and then the business of hanging was started. The 
most insulting was the event of forcing- the Brahmins to' lick 
with their tongues a blood-stained spot which was suspected 
to be tainted with the blood of the English ladies, alleged to 
have been mürdered by Revolutlonaries. The object of this 
heinoüs act is described by öne Englİsh Historian as below: 

“T know that the act of touching Feringhi blood and 
■vvashing it with a s\veeper’s broom degrades a high caste 
Hindoo from his religion. Not önly this but I raake them do 
it because I know it. We could not wreak a true revenge 
unless we' trample ali their religioüs instincts under foot, 
before \ve hang them, so that they may not have the satisfaction 

of dying as Hindoos.”—.—İbid. 

Some outrages which were • committed after the sieğe of 

Delhi by the söldiers of the coropany may also be menlioned. 

“After.the siege vvas över, the outrages committed by oür 
army are simply heart-rending. A wholesale vengeance is 
being taken without distinction of friend and foe-. ^ As regards 
the looting, we have indeed surpassed Nadirshah !’’ 

Lord Elphinstone wrote the above in his letter to Lord 

La\vrence. .. ■ . 

Again Lord Montgomery Martin writes : — 

“Ali the City people lound \vithin the^valls, \Vhen our 
troops entered, •were bayonetted on the spot; and the number 
was conşiderable, as you. may suppose, when I teli you that 
insome houses forty, or fıfty persons were hiding. These 
\vere not mutineers, but residents of the city, who trusted to 
our well-known mild rule for pardon. I am glad to say they 

\vere disappointed.” 

How Hindus and Muslims before being put to death were 
defiled \vrites Russell ;'. — 


1 
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Proceedings of the meeting of the Workîng Com- 
mitlee of the AIMndia Müslim League held on June 15^ 
16 and 17, 1940 at Bombay :— 

Resolved : The Workîng Commiltee of the All-India 
Müslim League, while being of the opinion that further 
clarification contained in the leller of His Excellency the 
Viceroy, dated April 19, 1940, wiih regard to the 
assurances asked for hy the All-India Müslim League 
is not satisfactory, endorses the following from the 
slatement issued by the Presidenl, Mr. M. A. Jinnah, 
on May 27, 1940 : 

“ TJp lo the preseni moment, we have not created 
any difficully nor have we embarrassed the British Gov- 
' emment in tlıe proseculion ol the war. The provinces 
where tlıe Müslim League has a dominant voice have 
been left free to co-operate nillı the British Government, 
pending their consideration wilb regard to the assurances 
wc have asked for, and in particıılar that the British 
Government should make no dcclaration regarding the 
future conslitutional problems of India and tlıe vilal 
issues that have been raised İn that connection ıvithout 
our approval and consent. 

“ Nevcrlheless, \vilhout prcjudicc to the adjııstmcni 
of the larger issues lalcr on, wc \vcrc cvcn ^villîng, as far 
back as No\cmher last, lo consîder the proposal of the* - 
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Viceroy to briiıg about an îionourable and workable 
adjustment in tlıe provincial iield, \vhich ıvould have 
been followed ııp witlı our representatives being appoint- 
ed to tlıe Execııtive Council of tlıe Central Government 
to tlıe extent perniissible ıvitlıin tlıe frameıvork of tlıe 
present constitution and exıtsing law. But tlıis proposal 
ıvas sıınımarily rejected by Mr. Gaııdlıi and tlıe 
Coııgress. 

“ A similar attempt was again ınade by His Excel- 
lency early in February, wlıiclı met ıvntlı tlıe same fate. 
Since then it seenıs tbat tlıe Vicero}^ has been waiting 
for tlıe Congress to pass its word. 

“ With regard to Mr. Amery's statement and tlıe 
broadcast appeal of His Excellency tlıe Viceroy, may 1 
say tbat it is up to the Britislı Government to slıow trust 
in Müslim leadership. There are many ways of .doiııg 
so—and, as confident friends seek our wIıolelıearted co- 
operation, we slıall not fail.” 

The Working Conımittee looks ıvitlı alarm at tlıe 
growing menace of Nazi aggression which has been most 
ruthlessly deprivingi one nation after another of its 
liberty and freedom and regards the unprovoked attack 
by the Italian Government against the Allies as most 
umvarranted and immoral at a time ıvlıeıı France was. 
engaged in a brave struggle against very heavy odds. 


2 
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Proceedıngs of the meetıng of the IVorkıng Com* 
mıtlee of the Ali Indıa Müslim League held on June 15^ 
16 and 17, 1940 at Bombay .— 

Resolved Tlıe Workıng Commıttee of the Ali Indıa 
Müslim League, ıv'hıle beıng of the opınıon that further 
clanficatıon contaıned ın the letter of His Excellency the 
Vıceroy, dated Apul 19, 1940, wıth regard to the 
assurances asked for hy the Ali Indıa Müslim League 
ıs not satısfactory, endorses the folloıvıng from the 
statement ıssued by the Presıdent, Mr M A Jınnah» 
on May 27, 1940 : 

“Up to tlıe pre«enl moment, ^\e ha ve not created 
any dıfficully nor ha\e we embarrassed the Brılısh Gov¬ 
ernment ın the prosecııtion of tlıe '\ar The provınces 
ıvhere the Müslim League bas a dominant voıce have 
been left free to co operale iMtlı the Bntısh Government, 
pendıng theır consıderation wıth regard to the assurances 
ive have asked for, and ın partıcuîar tliat tlıe Brılısh 
Go\ emmeni should make no declaration regardıng the 
future constılulıonal problem<5 of Indn and the vıtal 
ıssues that haıe been raısed ın llmt connection wthoııt 
our approval and con«enl 

“ Neıerlheles®, ^\Ithoul prejudıce to the adjustmenl 
of the larger ı^sue» laler on, ı>e nere c\en nıllıng, as far 
inek as No>emher la^t, to consıder ihe propc'^al of ihc* 
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Viceroy to bring about an honourable and workable 
adjustment in the provincial field, whicb woııld bave 
been followed ııp with our representatives being appoint- 
ed to the Execııtive Council of the Central Government 
to the extent permissible within the framework of tlıe 
present constitution and exitsing law. But this proposal 
was sıımmarily rejected by Mr. Gandhi and the 
Congress. 

“ A similar attempt was again made by His Excel-' 
lency early in February, which met with tlıe same fate. 
Since then it seems that the Vicero}^ has been waiting 

for the Congress to pass its word. 

/ 

“Vith regard to Mr. Amery’s statement and the 
broadcast appeal of His Excellency the Viceroy, may I 
say that it is up to tlıe British Government to show trust 
in Müslim leadership. There are maiıy ways of .doiııg 
so—and, as confident friends seek our vholehearted co- 
operation, \ve shall not fail.” 

Tlıe Working Committee looks ıs'ith alarm at the 

groıviııg nıenace of Nazi aggression vhich has been most 

rutlılessly depriviııg! one nation after another of its 

liberty and freedom and regards the unprovoked attack 

by the Italian Government agaiııst the Allies as most 

ıımvarranted and immoral at a time ıvheıı France was 

♦ 

cngaged in a brave siruggle agaiııst very heavy odds. 


2 
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TJıe gıave ^\oıId situatioıı demands seıious effoıts 
on Üıe paıt of eveıy Indıanfoı tlıe defence of his couııtıy, 
and the Woıking CommiUee calls upon the Go\enıment 
of India to pıepare the couutry in an oıganised manner 
to meet ev’ery eventualıty. Tlıe Committee is coııstıaîned 
to State tliat the pıoposals for the Defence of India 
indicaled ın tlıe statenıenl of Theiı Excellencîes the 
Viceıoy and the Commandei-in-Chief, as well as the 
slalements of some pıovincial Go\emoıs, aıe ulıolly 
inadequate to meet tlıe urgent ıe{]inrements of the situa- 
lidn. The Committee, theıefoıe, autlıoıise» ils Pıesidenl 
to enteı ınlo commurtıcalioıı ı^iüı His E\ceîlency tlıe 
Viceroy uıth a vıeu to exploıing tlıe possibility of devis- 
ıng piompt and effeclive measuıes to mobih^e the 
couniry’s lesouıces foı the puıpose of inlensifyîng \\ar 
effoıts and the defence of India. 

The Committee is of the \iew timi, unîe&& a salîs- 
factory hasis for close co-opeıation is agıeed upon on 
an AIMndia hasis and not pıovince-ivisc Iıctueen ihe 
Government and tlıe Muslini League and such other 
partıes as are to undeıtake ihc responsibility for 

the defence of tlıe country in flıe face of immincni 
danger, tlıe real purpose and objeclive ıvill not he scr\cd 
and ac)ıic\ed. Tlıe Working Committee is of the opinİon 
ihat, in \iew of the immediale gra\e danger tliat is fachıg 
ihe country, real pMrpo«e ^viîl not he sencd hy the 
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Mussalmaııs and others merely joiuing tlıe proposed 
jprovincial and district war committees witlı their present 
:SCope and fımctions. 

Mi’. Jinıiah’s letter. 

Dated, Simla, July 1, 1940. 

Dear TMr. Laitinvaite, 

I .am (eaiclosîng herewith a rough note of tlıe points 
I disGiısaed \vitli him on June 27, 1940, in tlıe course 

<of my interview. 

Yours sîncerely, 

M. A. JlNNAH. 

T^qte : Tliat no pronouncement or stalement slıould 
Üıe made by His Majesty’s Government wlıich wouid, in 
any way, militate agaiııst the basic and fundameııtal 
principles laid down by the Lahore resolution of division 
lof India and creating Muslini States in tlıe Nortlı-west 
.and Eastem zones ; and it nıay be stated that tliat ideal 
aıo\v bas beoome the universal faitlı of Muslini India. 

That His Majesty’s Government ıııust give definite 
.and categorical assurances to tlıe Mussalmans of India 
fthat 110 interinı or final sclıeme of constitution ıvould 
be adopted by the British Government ıvithout tlıe pre- 
Aİons approval of Müslim India. 

Jıı view of the rapid developments in Europe and 
.grave danger tliat is facing India, it is fully realised 
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that everylhıng should be done tliat ıs possıble to ınten-- 
sıfy war efforts and mobılıse ali the resources of Indıaı 
for her delence for the purpose of maıntamıng ınternaL 
secuııt^, peace and tıanquıUuy, and to ward off extemaL 
aggression But thıs can only be achıeved provıded tlıe 
Brıtısh Government aıe ready and \silling to assocıate 
the Müslim leadeislııp as equa} partners ın the Govern 
■ment both at the Centre and ın ali tlıe provınces In 
otheı ıvords, Müslim Indıa leadershıp must be fully 
trusted as equals, and have equal share m the autUorıty 
and control of the Govemmenls, Central and Provıncıal 

Provısıonall) and dunng the peııod of the Nvar 
tlıe folloıvıng steps should be taken to comply ıvılh tlıe 
formula, namel), co operatıon müı the Government ^\ılh 
egual share ın the authonty of Üıe Government 

(A) That the Eveculıve Councıl of the Vıceıoy 
should be enlarged, iMtlıın the frameıvork of the present 
con'-tılutıoml exıslıng law, ihe addıtıoml numbeı to 
be »ellled b} further dıscııssıons, but it beıng understood 
that the Müslim representatıon must be cgual to that of 
the Hındııs ıf the CongreSs comes ın, othenvıse thc) 
should haıe îhe majonty of thc addıtıonal mcmbers, as 
İt ts obııous that the mam burden and the rcsponsıbılıty 
ivıll be borne by thc Mussalmans m that case 

(B) In thc provmccs nhcre Scctıon 93 İms to 
operate, nonofilcıal adıısers should l»c nppoînled, ihç 
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îiıumber to be fixed after furtber discııssion, and tlıe 
>majority of tlıe non-official advisers slıould be tlıe repre- 
•sentatives of Mussalmans ; and wlıere tlıe provinces can 
ite rmı by combination of parties or ‘ coalition natur- 
:^ally it woııld be for tlıe parties concenied to adjust 
aıiatters by agreement among themselves. 

(C) Tliere should be a War Council consistiııg 
'of not less tlıan fifteen members, inciuding tlıe President, 
to be presided över by His Excellency tbe Viceroy. I 
•don’t like tlıe expression “ War Consultative Conımittee.” 
This Council should regulaıiy meet to deal with, any 
Teview, tlıe general situation as it may develop from time 
to time, and advise tlıe Government with regard to 
■matters in connection with tbe prosecution of tbe ■war 
generally, and in particular, tbe fullest development of 
tbe defence possible, and finance, and to make a thorouglı 
economic and industrial drive. In this body it will not 
be difficult to secure tbe representation and full co- 
■operation of tbe Indian Princes, and as far as I can 
judge, they would have no difficulty in joining it. It is 
tbrougb this body tbat tbe association of tbe Princes can 
be secured. Here again, tbe, representation of Muslini 
İndia must be equal to tbat of tbe Hindus if tlıe Congress 
<comes in, otherıvise dıey should bave tbe majörity. 

Finally, tbe representatives of tbe Mussalmans on 
ttbe ’proposed War Council and tbe Executive Comıcil 
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oî the Goveınor Geneıal» and the addıtıonal non ofîîcıaT 
advısers of the Goveınoıs, slıould te chosen h> ihe- 
Müslim Leagııe 

H E the Vıceıoy’s lelleı lo Mr Jmnah 

Sımîa, Jul} 6, 1940- 

Dear Mı Jınnah, 

I anı mudi oblıged foı llıe pııvate and peisonaî 
raemoıandum headed “tenlalive pıoposal ” ıvhıclı >ou 
ı\ere kınd enough to send me m youı letteı to m> Tııvate 
Secretary on Jul> 1 I nole the poınts taken m para- 
graph one of ihal memorandum, and m ihe fiısl sentence- 
of paıagıaph tuo bollı of ıvlııclı yon empinsısed m our 
recejıl conveısatıon I ıvelcome also the amplificatioıv 
a« putlıng me m fıılleı possession of youı mınd, of tliat 
convei'i'itıon repıesenled by the halance of >our leUer. 
But certam of the poınts suggcsl that ihere nny he some- 
«lıght mi'S'ippıelıensıon, wlııdı )ou nıll, I thınk, agrec- 
tint İl noidd he desırable llnl I «hould clcaı nıthoul 
dela^ 

Ac regards the exp'insıon of m> Execulıve Councıl, 
thı» ıvould, as yon rıghlly observe ın your n emonndum, 
be nıllıın tlıe cxıstıng constılulıoınl ':dıeme In otlıer 
nord-', an) Councıl «o expanded nould toopcrate as a 
x\lıole and as a «ıngle Goıemmenl of Indıa It ıs not ır 
ca«e of stııkıng a Inlancc lıclN'kCcn l!ıc dılTcrcnt ıntcre-ls 
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or of preserving tlıe proporlions behveen Lİıe imporlant 
parties. As yoıı yoıırself indicaled in tlıe course of our 
■conversalion, lliere are parties other llıan eillıer Congress 
or tlıe Muslini League wlıo ııiay fairly clainı to be 
considered for inciıısion, and tlıei’e is a very definite 
limit of ıııınıbers to any possible expansion. 

Al tlıe sanıe lime I really accepl tlıe importance. 
in tlıe evenl of any expansion, of securing adecpıate 
representation of Muslini inleresis, and llıal is a point 
Avliiclı I Avould bear in mind. Tliere is, lıo^\■ever, as you 
■\vill see froııı nıy explanation, no cjuestion of responsi- 
bilily falling in grealer or less degree on any parlicular 
seclion. Responsibilily will be tliat of tlıe Governor- 

General-in-Council as a ıvlıole. Again, il will be clear 

» 

tlıal linder tlıe existing law and practice it must remain 
’ivitlı tlıe Secretary of State, in consultatioıı ıvitlı tlıe 
Governor-Generars Executive Comıcil, and suciı persons 
cannot be tlıe nominees of political parties, lıowever 
important ; tlıouglı it nıay, of course, be assıımed tliat 
both tlıe Secretary of State and tlıe Governor-General 
rvould, in ali cases, do tlıeir ııtmost to select persons from 
tlıe various sections of tlıe community. 

I need not reniind yon tliat under law the wlıole 
responsibility for Government in section 93 provinces 
vests exclusively in tlıe Governor, altlıoııglı a Governor 
can, of course, take advantage of tlıe assistance of any 
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advisers he may appomt Whether, and ıf so at -vvlıat 
poınt and ın ıvhat slrengllı, non officıal advısers fıom 
polıtıcal partjes should be appoınted ın pıovınces under 
seclion 93 admınıstration, ın the event of an expansıoıı 
of the Govemor General’s Councıl, ^vould clearly cali 
for consıderation ın the lı^ıt of cırcumstances of each 
provınce You wıl], I thınk, agree wıtlı me also that tlıe 
ımporlance of the communıly from whıch advıseıs aıe 
dra\vn ın a partıcular pıovınce has a dııecl beaııng 

Your ıdea foı a Waı Councıl ıs, ın my vıew, uell 
■\vorlh ^vhıle consjderıng, though delaıls uould lm\e to he 
ıvorked out Heıe ağam there are, of course, nnny 
partıes lo he consıdeıed other dian the Müslim Leagııe 
or Congress 

As regards section III of youı memorandum, I 
ought, I thmk,to make U clear that ıt ^^ould he conslı* 
tutionally ımpos&ıble for the choıce of Müslim gende- 
men to be appoınted to any expanded Execntı\e Councıl 
or as non offıcıal ad\ ısers lo rest ıvıth ihe Müslim League. 
But ın the contıngency eııvısaged you need not fear tlnt 
any sııggestions you mny pul fonvard ^^oııld not receiNc 
full consıderation 

Let me ın conciusioıı ihankyou agıın foı your \ery 
clear and valuable memorandum 1 ıeaîı«e, of couısc, 
fuîly tîıat İl ıs not merclj prnate and peı-oml, bul tlnt, 
m your onn nord», ıt eıııbodıes a tcntaluc proposnî. 
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T am sure tlıal you will agree wil]ı me lliat il is well that 
tilere shoııJd he no misıınderslanding on tlıe iınporlant 
points on Avliiclı I lıave louciıed above. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lînlithgow. 


Mr. Jinnalı’s lelter. 

Bombay, July 17, 1940. 

Dear Lord Linlilligow, 

I am in receipt of your letler of July 6, 1940, and 

tlıank you for it. 

As regards tlıe conslitutional and legal position 
tlıat you lıave been good enougb lo point out to me in 
•conne.ction witlı tbe expansion of tlıe Executive Council, 
and also with regard to tlıe appointment of advisers lo 
tbe Governor and tlıe position of tlıe Governor, working 
under Section 93 I fully appreciate it. 

* I am glad that tlıe idea of constituting a War Coun- 
'Cİl, in your opinion, is iveli worthwlıile considering. 
JNfo doubt tbe details \vould have to be ıvorked out. But 
I do not tliinb there is anything in my memorandum 
which cannot be given effect to by way of convention 
and, if tbe Secretary of State and yourself meet us in 
tbe spiril of trust and co-operation, tbe legal and cons- 
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titutional foımalities can be met and complied witlı> 
What is ıeqıured is tlıe spiril of complele understanding. 

I am, lıoA\e\er, gralefnl to you foı yoıır assurance 
in paıagraph fne of yoıır lelter, with legaıd to tlıe choice 
of Müslim gentlemen to be appoînted to the Executîve 
Councîl Ol as noıı-officîal adviseıs, ^^hîch luns as fol- 
lows : “ But in the contîngency envisaged you need not 
feaı that any suggestîon yon may pul fonvard ^^onîd not 
leceive full consideıation.” On my paıt, I hope that 
I shall meel you in e\ery leasonable ıvay possible. 

Yours sinccrelv, 

M. A. JlNNAH, 

H. E. ihe Viceroy’s letleı lo Mı. Jinnah en roııte 
to Poona, 

August 5, 1910. 

Deaı Mı. Jinnah, 

I ha\e lıad the advanlage of recent discu«siou ^sitl^ 
you ın regaid to the geneıal political situalion in India, 
and I ha\e leported onr conversations on that matler to 
His GoNenunent, ■vvi\\\ nsUotu also î ha\e Iveeu 

in consullatİon as to the ılesirabİlity of some further 
statenıent designcd to removc mîsunderstandings and 
fıırihcr lo clarify ihcir inlenlions in the constltntionaî 
fjeld. I anı glad lo say that I lıa\c ııou becn aulhorised 
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lo nıake ihe slalenıeııl of Avliich I enclose a copy. It 
Avili be published in llıe morning papers of Tbursday 
Aıigust 8. and I would ask yon lo Ireal il as enlirely 
secrel and for yoıır personal infornıalion unlil llıen. 

As yon \vill see His Majesiy's Governmenl bave 
aıılborised nıe lo invile a cerlain nınnber of represen- 
lalive Indians lo join my Execulive Coııncil, and ihey 
bave aıılborised ine furllıer lo eslablish a War Advisory 
Coııncil ıvliiclı ıs^oııld meel al regular inlervals and wbiclı 
■^vould conlain represenlalives of ibe Indian Slales and 
of ollıer interests in tbe national life of India as a w]ıole. 

I Irusl sincerely tbat you and ihe organisalion of ıvlıich 
yon are ihe President will be prepared lo join ıvitlı me in 
llıe Central Covernınent and in llıe War Advisory Coıın- 
cil ; and I ıvould greatly appreciate il if you are able lo 
let me bave a reply by August 21 at the lalesi. I ıvoııld 
bope lo bave an opportunity of conversation witb you in 
Bombay on August 13, and I suggest ibal tbis would be 
a convenienl opportunity to clear llıe ground for yoıır 
formal reply, I would only add tliat I am anxious ibat 
tbe names of tbe expanded Executive Coııncil sbould 
appear not later tlıan tbe end of Aııgusl, and tbose of tbe 
War Advisory Council by tbe middle of September at 
tbe latest and if possible earlier tban tbat date. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lixlithgow..- 
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Letler îrom H E the Vıceroy to Mr Jınnah 

Dated August 14, IPIO 

Dear Mr Jmnah, 

I thmk İt may be convenıent for you to ha\e ın 
^srıtıng the ınforırıalıon on the poınts belo^v ıvbıch I 
ga\e you ın our conversation today I ınformed you ın 
-that conver-atıon first that my stalemenl clearly «afe 
guarded tbe Müslim posıtion ın relation lo future constı 
tutional development secondi), Üiat I equall 5 proııded 
a basıs on ı\hıclı tlıe Muslıms could, ıf lhe> so desired, 
co operate at the Centre As I evplaıned to >ou m ouı 
eaılıer con\er'*atıon, I cannot yel take up tlıe ıssue of 
tbe p^o^ı^ce^ but I do not contempîate nonofficıal 
^dvı^ers at any rate al ihıs slage 

You a-ked me the probable sirenglh of the evpanded 
EvecutiNe Councıl I cannot, for reasons ıshıch you \\!U 
4ippıecıale, yet ındıcate a precıse figuıe, but the total 
«tıength of the Councıl mil be lıkely to be ın tlıe neıgh 
bouıhood of 11 If, as I Inı«l, the Müslim Leıguc aıe 
pıepared lo accept my ınvılalıon, I \\ould like you to 
lel Tnç baNe *\ panel of naTne«>, say îonr, 'v N\e\s lo 
my «electıng tno fıom ıt for nppomimcnt to my Councıl 
A» I ln\e lirendy made clear to you, SırZafrulla Klun, 
ıf he renıaın» m my Councıl, mîl not count agıınst thıs 
digure II i'» cleırîv ımpossıbîe untıl the dı^cu'^ıon» on 
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\vlıioiî I anı al preseni enpaged are complelc lo indicale 
pre^'i^ely \\lial \vould be llıc jiarlies rcpresenicd in llıe 
OKpandcd Council. 


9 

'I'lıe .-Ircngllı and eonıposilion of llıc War Advisory 
Council can elcarly only lıc fıxed aflcr llıc cxpansion of 
tlıe Exeenlive Couikmİ is coınplele. Here, too, I slıoııld 
be gralefııl if yon Avonld be good enouglı lo Icl ine lıavc 
a panel of naıncs for nıy eonsideralion on llıe assuınplion 
llıa» ibere Mould probably be, say. fi ve Muslini Lcagııe 
rcprc^cnlalives oııl of a lolaî of sonıelhing in llıc neigh- 
boıırbood of 20. 


As you will ajıprecialc. î anı very anxious lo lake- 
very early decisions in llıcse nıallcrs and lo reaelı finalily 
as regards llıe personnel of .llıc expanded Executive 
Council and of llıe Advisory Council al as early a dale- 
as possible. and I liope llıal you %vill be able lo assisi me- 
by lelling ine lıave a very early reply. 

Tilere is,-of course, no objeclion Mıalcver lo yoıır 
comınunicaling llıe inforıııalion above lo your colleagııes 
confidenlially, bul I slıoııld be grateful if any publicily 
could be avoided for llıe preseni. 
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Yours sincely, 
Linlithgow.. 
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H E^lhe Vıceroy’s letter. 

Bated Sımla, Septemher 25, 1940 

Deaı Mı Jınnalı, 

I duly leceıved tlıe lesolutıons of the Woıkıng 
-Commıttee of the Müslim Leagııe passed at theıı meet 
ıngs m Bombay, on Septembeı 2 

I have, I tlıınk, made the geneıal posıtion peıfectly 
cleaı m the couıse of ouı conveısatıon, and ıt ıs tınneces 
saty fol me lo enteı ınto fuıiheı detaıl about ıt lıeıe As 
legaıds ceıtam specı/îc matlers, I ıvould, Iıoueveı, put 
on lecoıd that I explaıııed to yon the constıtutıonal 
leasons ^vlııch make ıt essential that the clıoıce of ıneın 
beis of the Governor Geneıal’s Executıve Councıl nıust 
lest exclusıvely wjth the Goveınoı Geneıal and the 
Secretaıy of State, uıth ^^hom ıt must leat to tendcı 
advıce ın thıs matteı lo His Majesly I appıecıate, how 
eveı, the dıfficultıes ulnclı, you made ıt cleaı to me, 
conîıonted )ou ın conneclion ^Mlh the foımalıon of tlıe 
panel ulııch î İnd earlıer suggested to you, and ın the 
lıghl of OUI dı«cussıon I am content that the seîeclıon of 
lepıesentalne», evinle restıng^Mth the Goveınoı General, 
slıould lıe hısed, ın the ca«e of the Müslim League (and, 
bhould tlıey so desıre, of ihe olher partıe» to lıe rcpre 
'•enlcd ın my Councıl) nol on a ınııel formaîly buhmıtted, 
but on confıdentıal dıscnssıon heUvoen the İcader of the 
pırt) conccıncd and 
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I lıave also indicated the impracticability of a final 
^ecision as to tlıe total strengtlı of tlıe expanded Council 
•or as to the allocatioıı of portfolios (a matter wlıich 
must, of course, rest entirely with the Governor-General) 
mitil tlıe replies of ali tliose who may be invited to serve 
lıave been received. But I lıave ıııade clear to you (as 
I have also to tlıe leaders of the other parties whom I 
.lıave recently seeıı) nıy attitude on lioth ihose issues. 

The general position of His Majesty’s Government 
had been made clear in nıy statenıent of August 8 and 
in the Secretary of State’s speech in the Hoııse of Com- 
mons on August 15, it is that His Majesty’s Government 
regard the expansion of my Council and the constitution 
•of a War Advisory Council as steps of the first import- 
ance in terms of the association of Indiaıı public opinion 
ıvith the conduct of the ıvar by the Central Government 
.and of the constitutioııal machinery of the Government 
•of Iııdia pending the post-\var investigations, the machi¬ 
nery for which has heen indicated in nıy statenıent and 
in Mr. Amery’s speech. His Majesty’s Government 
■sincerely trust that the Muslini League, like the other 
parties and interests ıvhich they have invited to join the 
-expanded Council and to participate in the War Advisory 
■Council, will respond to that invitation. Their collabo- 
ratioıı in both tliose bodies will, of course, he entirely 
ıvithout prejudice to tlıe consideration and decision after 
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fhe conciusîon of the war, and on the hasis already indi- 
cated in my slalement, of the nıaîn constîtutional issue. 
But His Majeslj’’s Government trust and anlicipate ihat 
ihey and the other parties wlıo are lepresented in tlıe 
expanded Council and the War Advisory Council -vvull 
\velcome the oppoılunıty offered to them of influencing" 
the cause of publıc affairs in the immensely imporlant 
peıiod n’hiclı lies alıead, and> in so doing, will, in the 
n orking throughout the period of the war of tliose hodies, 
fınd a hasis for that general co-operalion, ^sith full 
legaıd to the interests of all concemed, on ^v•Inch the 
posMsar constilution foıeshadoned in my stntement and 
in the Secretaıy of State’s speech can be huilt, 

Youıs sincerely, 
Ltnlitiicotv. 


Mr. Jınııah’s lelter. 

New Delhi, Septcmher 26, 1940. 
Dear Loıd Linlitlıgon-, 

I anı in leceipl of your lelter of Septcmher 25, 
1910, in leply to the resolulion of the Working Com* 
millee of the All-India Müslim Leaguc on Septcmher 2, . 
nhîch \\as despatehed to you ^\îth my co^cring lelter of 
Scplembcr 5. 
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I slıall place tlıe matter befcre ihe Committee on 
September 28, and let yon have tlıe reply as soon as 
possible. 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. JlNNAH, 

H. E. the Viceroy’s letter. 

Dated, Simla, September 25, 1940 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Yon asked me yesterday to let yon have a formal 
reply before yon left for Delhi to the resolntions which 
yon were kind enough to send me earlier this month, 
and I accordingiy send yon a formal letter herewith. 
I have given the most careful consideration since we 
parted last night as to whether I could devise any form 
of words such as yon mentioned ’to me which woııld 
meet the purpose which yon had in view. I warned yon, 
as yon will remember, that I anticipated the greatest 
difficulty in doing so, and I am bound to confess with 
regret that I have in fact after the most careful thought 
found it impracticable. But, knowiııg your mind as I 
do, I have endeavoured in the last paragraph of my 
formal letter sent herewith to do what I could to make 
tlıe general position clear, and I hope that that may be 
of assistaııce to you. I trust tliat in tlıe light of our 
talks you will now be able to let me have a definite 
decision önce your meeting at Delhi is över, and I trust 
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ihat tliat decision nıay be a fa\ouıable oııe ; foı matteıs 
have noR reached a slage at ıvhicb ît is essenlial lliat a 
deftnile conciusion should be reached. 

Youıs sincerely, 
Linlithcow. 

î\Ir. Jinnab’s letler. 

Dated Neiü Delhı^ September 26, 1910. 
Dear Loıd Linlitlıgo^v, 

I thank you foı joıır leUeı of September 25 and I 
«xlremely regıet tliat >ou are unable to meel me on llıc 
point Rhıch I raised duıing tlıe conıse of ouı conveı- 
sation on tlıe 24tİı, tlıougİı in tbe couıse of tbe dıscussions 
>ou apprecialed and lecognised Üjal il uns a vital point 
so far as tbe Müslim League Ras conceıned, namely, 
that in tbe e\ent of any otlıeı paıty deciding later on 
lo be asfeocialed ^Nİllı your Execuli\e Council to asbi&t 
in tbe prosecutıon of T\ar ît should be aIlo>>ed to do so 
on lemis tbal ınay be appıo\cd of and consenled to by 
tbe Müslim League paıty, as v,e nere enlering inlo, so 
to say, a “ ı\ar contraci ”, 

I ibank joıı for yom endeavour in tbe lael p.ıra- 
grapb of your formal lellcr to do ı^Iml you could to 
make Üıe general posilioıı clear, bul, I am afraid, it 
does not meel tbe point raiscd by me and I cannol 
<îeri%c mudi assistance from it 

Yours sincereî), 

M. A. JiNN^ıı. 



COURESPONDENCE: 

MR. JINNAH & MR. GANDHI 
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Mr. M. A. Jjnnalı <ent Mr. H. G. Kfırr avîIİi a 

r-pccial nıossnfrc lo Gaınllıiji alıout Miıultı-Mıısliın 
IJııity. ]\îr. Klıer saw Gandlıiji al d illini. As a rosnİ! 
•of llıcir fonvorsalîon Gandlıiji addıcssıaİ llıo, follOAvinır 
'İdler lo Mr. Jinnalı froın d'illıal : 

TithaL May 22 . 1937 . 


Di;\i{ Suni Jinnah, 

Klıer lıas piv«*n me yoıır ıııes^afK*. 1 A\nVlı I eon1<î 

•do sonıdlıiııg inil î anı nlterly lıeljıless. My failli İn 

IJnity is as liriğin as ever : onIyM se(; no dayliglıl onl 

■of llıe iınpendralıîe darkıuv'S. and in snelı distros^. î 

•erv onl lo God for liclıl. 

• ♦ 

Yonrs sîneercl}’’, 

M. K. Gandiîi. 


l.otlfT frnnı Mr. louullıi lo Mr. Jinnalı. 
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“As I read it, tlıe ı\îıoIe of youı speech is a declara- 
tion of \vaı. Onl>, I had lioped ^ou ^'.ould ıeseı\e- 
pooı me as a bridge beUveen ihe l\vo. I see tliat )oü 
waiît no bııdge. I am son>. It lakes hvo to nıake a 
quaııel. You \\on’l find me one, even îf I canuot hecome 
a peace-maker. 

“ This ıs not foı publİcalion, unless >ou desirc İt. 
Il ı«! iMillen m ali goo€İ failb and oul of an angıiislıed 
Jıearl.^* 

Letter fıom Mı. imnah to Mı. Gandhi. 

Dated Bombay, Novemlıeı 5, 1937.. 

** I am of opinîon lliat I nas fnîly justifıed in 
pııldı-iııng 50 ur lelter from Teelbal last May ; I am 
of opjnion tbal I ^vas fully justifıed in doing so ; but 
)ouı letîeı mean': somelbıng diffeıent fıom ubal I 
undersland ıt to meatı SuıcK it uas öpen to }ou lo 
ofTeı )ouı e\planatıon to llıc public. The Jetler 
not marked as ıt is usual to do so ^\lıen îls publication 
i« not desiıed bj the nıiler, and ni} me':«ape to %ou uas 
not pınate. E\en nou you do not ındicate bou I Iı.ı\e- 
mi5imdcT'<loo(\ youı atirtude or ibc contcntn oî tbat 
îeUeı. 

“I am soır) )ou tlımk ın\ ‘■jıeeclı at l.uckuou î-^ 
declaration of \\ar. Tl i- purcl\ in eelfMÎefenre. Kindlv 
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reati i! again and Irv and undcri-land il. Evidcnily you 
have nol bcen follo\ving the (‘oursc of evenls of llıe 
lası lwelve monihs. 


“ As lo rcserving yon as a ‘ l)ridgc ' and ‘ pcace- 
ınakerdon'i you tliink yonr conıplelo silence for ali 
tlıesG nionihs lıas idenlifıed you willı llıe Congress 
leaderslıip. allhouglı I knou' ihal you are nol even a 
four-anna lueıubev of llıal bodv. 


“ I regrel lo say ibal I fınd nolliing definile or any 
consiructive proposal in your lellep undej’ reply, excepl 
tbal il is UTİllen in ali good failli and oul of an anguislı- 
ed lıearl Avbicb I reciprocale.** 


Leller from Mr. Gandhi lo Mr. Jinnah. 

\ 

Daled Segaon. Febıuary 3. 1938. 

“ Pandil Nelıru lold lue yeslerday tbal you were 
complaining lo llıe Maniana Sabib aboul ibe absence of 
a“ny reply from ine lo your leller of November 5 in 
reply to mine of Oclober 19. Tlıe leller was received 
by me wben I was pronounced by llıe doclors to be 
seriously ili in Calcutla. The leller was sbown to me 
three days after its receipl. Had I tbonghl il necessarily 
called for a reply, even tlıougb I Avas ili I Avould have 
sent one. I have re-read the lelter. I stili think that 
ihere ıras nothing useful that I could haı^e said in reply. 
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ftwav as State prisoners in the small hours of the 4th January, 
1932, 

Khan Abduİ Gaflar Khan and Pt. Ja\vaharlaİ Nehrû 
iıad already İtd the van. The rest of the Indİan politicians 
led the rear. The Satyagraîıis came forward in theîr thou* 
sands. In 1921 Ihey wcre thirty thousand in number and that 
\vas considercd a big number. In 1930-31, \vUhin a short 
inlerval of ten months, ninety thousand men, \vomen and 
children \vere convictcd and sentenced. No one knovvs ho\v 
many wcrc beatcn, but the number can not be less than 3 or 4 
timcsthc number imprisoned. People \vere either beaten 
do\vn inlo pâralysis of ali activily, or simply tired ^o\vn by a 
*cat and mouse ‘policy. The old game of beating prisoners 
\vas renc\ved. Office secrets \vere asked lo be divulged. 
“Wherc are vour papers, your books, and your lists of subserip* 
tions and volunleers?” That \vas the demand of Government 
and young men \verc haraşsed and unutterable tliings werc 
said, unspeakablc punishments \veı‘e planned andexecuted. 
Imagine an advocatc of the High Court being subjected to the 
tofture of İliş hair being plucked out one by one as a mark of 
PoUcc dİspU-asurc at his not giving out his name and address. 

Ncw occasions callcd for new Ordinances. The United 
ProvtnccB Emcrgcncy Powcrs Ordinance which was-issued on 
tlıc 14ıh of December, 1931, authoristd the Local Government 
to impose collecttvc fines on ıhe inhabitants of a particular 
arca which could be recovcred as Lund Revenue.' The three 
Ordinances rclaling to the North-\Vest. Fronthr Province 
Nvere issucd on the 24t!ı of December, 1931. One of them ran 
on the lines of tlıe U. P. Ordinance and provided ngainst 
non-payment of liabilitics. The olhcr t\vo \vere kno*,vn as 
* Emcrgcncy Po\vers Ordinance and the N. \V. F. P. 

UnUvvful Association Ordinance. ' 

On the 4th of January, four new Ordinances \vere issucd 
known us (1) ıhc Emcrgcncy Povvers Ordinance. (2) Unîavvful 

Unla\vful Association Ordinance 
and (4) Prcvcniion of Molestation and Boycott Ordinance. 

"'■•''S rnore İnlensive and more 

•!n 1 so much more ruthiess 

and t jt suflermg was ever so much more dcep. 

i le Government offensive started with tlıe nrrest of 
rûd Vn“thtî‘-f l‘ ,"■<= Çongress, S.ırdr,r Vallabhbl.a! 

am. tjcumled to sCvcral Provınccs. Within ıhe ncxt few 
lSn'SrTn*İ praaically the whole country. \\Ly 

Irovmcal and vuG.nhı.ate ComınilU-es. Asl.ram«. National 
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Schools and other National instUntions were declarcd unla\vful, 
and their houses, furnilure and funds .and other ınovcables 
scized. Müst of the leading Congressmen Tn the country were 
suddenlv clapped into jails. The Congrcss organisation was 
thus apparently left \vithout leaders, \vithout funds, and evcn 
\vithout any local habitation. The Congressmcn \vho had been 
left behind* were not, in spite of this sudden and determined 
s\voop, \vithout resources. 

Everyone took up the \vorlc \vherever he happened to be. 
The Wo'rking Committee had decided that vacancies on it, 
unlike in 1930, be not fılled up and Sardar Vallabhbhai, anti- 
cipating his own arrest. had ınade out a lisi of scvcral pcrsons 
\vho \Vüuld act in his placc during his abscnce one after 

another. The Working Committee had transferred ali its 

- povvers to the President, and the P.resident in his turn transferrt 
ed them to his successors who, in their turn, could nominate 
their o\vn successors \vith similar powers. İn the Provinces 
also, wherever it was possiljle, Llıe \vhole poiver of thc’ 
organisation was delegated to one person and similarly these 
po\vers percolated to a series öf, individuals exercising the 
rights of a Congress Committee in Districts, Thanas, Talukas 
and even villages. İt was these individuals who came to be 

popularly knovvn as ‘Dictators.’ 

One of the difhculties which faced the organisers of any 
Civil Disobedience campaign related to the la\vs \vhich 
could be selected for disobedience. It is evident that any 
la\v and every law may not be disobeyed. . The ordinances 
with their \vide remifications sulved this difhculty lor the 
Congress. In the different Provinces different items were 
selected, while there. were certain items prescribed from 
time to time by the Acting President of the Congress. Thus, 
picketing of liquor shops and foreign cloth shops and of 
British goöds was an item common to ali Provinces. İn the 
United Provinces on a pretty large scale, and in a portion. 
of Bengal non-payment of rent was an important item. İn 
places in Bihar and Bengal, payment of Chaukidari tax was 
•vvithheld. İn the Central Provinces and the Berar, Karnatak 
and some places in U. P., the Madras presidency and Bihar, 

. Forest Laws were disobeyed. Salt Laws were defied in 
many places by manufacture, collection, or sale of illicit salt. 
Meetings and proceedings were of course prohibited and were 
held, in, spite of such prohibition. At an early stage of the 
struggle, a favourite item of the programme was the obser- 
yance of what came to be known as special days. These 
were in connection with special events , or individuals, or for 
special purposes, e. g. Gandhi Day, Motilal Day, Frontieı 
Day, Martyrs Day,. Flag Day and a nvınıber of other days. 
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As already stated, the Government had taken possession 
of Congress oftices and Aslırams. Attempts vvere made in 
many placcs to get back symtelical possession of these places 
m Go\ cmment hands. thus disobeying the Ordinance which 

made entry ınlo those places a trespass. These attempts 
came to be known as ‘raids*. Under tlıe Ordinances the 
secice of any press was not availatle to the Congress. Thİs 

hun^tS made up by the issne of unanthorised 

bullettns leafleıs, news-sheeis, reports ete., which \vere tvoed 

cyclostyled. dupheated. or even printed, but without the names 

ol the press or the printers as required by lavv. some uXr 

tlıc names of non*exisicnt Presses and persons. It is remark 

ab e t .at m spue of Poliçe vigilance fhese news-shee™and 

“»d continued to fornish 

Itapp^S. The se^ieroTtf/e pL. Office ^'nd^me' T'eleer'rf 

was demed to tlıe Congress. and it cstablished its svstem 

l^r £ 

actıon. another spmng up and carricd on lîıe^ WDrk ^ Ann'î 

confece in tteIWin«sL^°dft?"/°'n 

'"gutr/„'s„ ’„"r 

'vorkıng diriicult by laroe mırnber f Railtvay 

M.eplv t. ca^L losf 'trd 

l^cSüf'füVcİyS Pr"lŞI"arda'‘for 

mur.„r.. Coınpanits; fuîe-ign li^mks. 

Prıl«îlıg..<HİsgvneralIy. ^ 


•>«« î.ugar, kerosine oil, 


and 



İt is not to Ih- tlun GtıVernnnnu uÛiM' ;tneslin{f 

îhc Icnucîs vvoulvî In-anne <ivnt:l tnn! nııld. AH lîn- jK>\vrrs 
referred lo in tho Ordinnnces \v< re us(;d. Hnt thero \vere 

certnin l'orms nf îoprcss'un} vv'ıirh evci*. îhc Ordİn.-uuu-s, 
drasîicas thcv \Vcrc, diıî nut sanetion or coıUrinplaic. Nccd- 
İvss t« sa.y th:\t nrrosts \vcrc tnude in iarK*»; tuımi.u-rs l)nı ılu:> 
\verc mink! u'sth daseriınİnatinn. the total nnınbcr ı»i (’cju'ic* 
tsons l'ı-’inif anyîlıinîî nvt îcss tiıan a laldı. İt .st)ı*n bcc.une 
.appart-ni th.nl. İn sjnîc ol canıj) jaiîs and îcinjınrary jails 
bcinv opcnıal, the nunıljcrj; shai otlcs'cd ıhctnsclvcs lor arrcsi 
cemili not ,aiî be accomnıodatcd.. İt \vas tlıcrcforc ınatcssary 
îo tnakc a sclcction. and only ıhosc \vho \vcrc sup{;oscd lo 
jKisscss somc or'-anisinı; capncity or \vcrc pronıincnily assuci- 
ated xviıh the conıjress oroanisaiion \vcre ordinarily impri- 
soned. Nor \vas it an casy nıaUcr lo dcal \vİi!j thcın in 
ihison. Morıt th.an ninety-fıvo per*cent of the persons con- 
vieted \vere placed in ıhe ‘C Class. Therc \vas a very .sınai! 
sprinklin}^ ot cüiVıîre.ssmen [daced in the 'B' class, wİ)ilc the 
‘A* class \vas mainiained only in name in several placcs and 
very sparİngiy {^rnntcd in oihers. 

'i'lıe conditions of prison life \vere al.so not surh a.s lo be 
casily toleraled by a class of persnns \vc)l broughl np and 
having their o\vn ideas about them. Ali this very (.ften 
brou"ht ihtm inio conflicl \viih prison authorities, \vhich 
rcsulted in ıhe imposition of various Uinds of jail jaenalties 
sanciioncd l^y the rules and nut unoften in beatingsand oiher 
kinds of tortûrc \vhich can casily be praetised \vithin prison 
walls tvherc therc is no fcar of deteetion. One pariicularly 
alrocious case of assault and beating for rcfusal to submit 
lo ıhe humiliaüng condilion of sitting in a paıticular posiure 
Icd to ıhe prosccution and conviciion of a jailor and his 
assistant and some oihers in Nasik Jail, bul lalhi-chargcs on 
Civil Disobedicnce prisoners \vere not uncommon. 7'he 
conditions of life in tlıe tomporary Jails, wiih their lin-.sheds 
\vhich gavc prolcetion neillıer against the hcat of May and 
June nor the cold of December and January, wiih their 
over-cro\vding and conscquent insanilary conditions, Avere 
quite intolerable. Therc were, no doubt, sdme jails wherc 
the treatment \vas tolerably fair but that was ralher the 
CKception than the rule. Some of the permanent jails also 
were no betler. İt was reporicd that the Health of the 
Poliücal prisoners in many of ıhe jails, particularly in camp 
jails \vas far from satisfactory.. Dysentry was commön in ali 
the seasons, while the rains and cold Aveather brought pneu- 
monia and serious lung trouble to not: a few. Many died 
as prisoners. The conditions ih the permanent jails in .sdme 
places \vere: not much betler. . The treatment depended 
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naturally on the clıaractcr and teroper of the immediate, jail 
officials, and thcse, \vitli some notable exceptions here and 
there, \vcre neithcr considerate nor ev’en faîr. 

The PoHce had carly taken to device,of dispersing crowds 
and proccssions by lathi*charge. There Nyas hardly ,an 
important place in any Province , where the mov'ement 
sho\vcd signs of life whiclı did not experience these lathi- 
charges. İn roany places, the injurics caused were serious 
and the number of those injured large. • It was ,a practice 
mih the cro\vds to collect together to see what was happenmc 
\vhcre some Satyagralıİs \vere marching in procession holdin" 
a meetıng, carrying on what is called a ‘raid’ or engaffed. iıî 
pıckettng, and \vhen the latlû-charge was made, no discrimi- 
naHon \vas made betwcen those \vl»o )ıad assembled as sitrht- 

V'T sone wUh the set .purpise^-of 

dısobcyıng the Ia\\% It \vas not unoften that the sighbsecrs 
\vere the vıctıms of these lathi-charges and Satyagralds \vere 
yrested and othertvise dcalt tvith, Satyagrlhis. too had 
theır share of these assaults, not only in a cro\vd .where ’ tliev 

tverc mıxcd up wıthoıhcr people but \vithin the nuieter and 

!eşşcxcmngenvironmemsofa Poliçe lock-up or a prisSn 
coll. It waş commonly reportcd that in many places 
unmentumablcatrocitıcsand tortures \vcre perpetra^ed the 

'vith the inteîligincL° 
rnnr“ callousncss of the particular oM'iîers 

sm?^d ^oysand children wcre not 

‘ I- Government had discovercd that while the 

and^Snv ■ beating and torture 

and man> of them even to be* shot, there \vere manv whn 

made on their pro^nertv' 
Ac«rdmgly heavy Rnes werc imposed on conTctiin 
^mct.mes they rose to fivc figures. Tlıree and fo“ figures 

rentor cnough. Wherc non-payment of Revenuc' 

SSlîr'Ş: - 

»rrc. T,.„-„re Guj?ı.rt’ara“.r 


wİbLO are İandİcss eveıi to-day and w1iosg suffering was 
entirely voluntary, in the sense tliat they refused to pay what 
they could easily ha ve paid if sufferings \vere none-the-less 
imposed ııpon them, because, they need not have been 
deprived of ali that they lost. The agriculturists of Gujrat 
who joined in the non-payment of Revenue and rent campaign 
went through sufferings \vhich it is impossible to describe, 
but they did not behd. There were many places where extra 
poliçe were posted as'^a punitive nıeasure and theiı cost 
realised from the inhabitants. From four or five places only 
in Bihar where such extra poliçe \vere posted in the Province, 
no less than four lakhs and sevent)^ tîıousand was realised 
as punitive tax. The terroi* and havoc created by tthe 
posting of additional force was so great. in parts of the 
district of Mdnapur in Bengal that the bulk of the Hindu 
population of two Thanas in the District actually evacuated 
their homes and shifted to the neighbouring areas in the 
midst of indescribable suffering resulting in the- death of 

women. ’ 

- Besides such Punitive Tax, collective fines were also 
imposed on many localities and the inhabitants were made 
to pay them. İn several places in the country, firing was 
resorted to and many persons killed and many more injured. 
İn this respect the N.W.F.P. suffered the severest losses in 

killed and injured. 

Thus the atrocities of the Government \vere progressıvely 
increasing since' 1857 \vith the application of Ne\yer, more 
drastic and more tyrannical methods for.the supression of the 
peoples’ desires and efforts to be free. But it should not be 
ignored that önce the battie of freedom is begun, it can never 
end unless it is won. 


PARt li :■ 

EVENTS LEADING TO QUIT INDIA MOVE 

CHAPTER I 

CONGRESS AND WAR 

On September 1 1939. Germany marched into Poland an 
t\vo days later the Bntısh and French Governments declare 
waruponGcrmanv. Under the Brittsh law the decbraJo 
of \\ar by the United Kınedom was enough to drac indi 

automatically ınto the war and make her a belHgerent countr 

andanençmy of Germany. It tvas left to V cerov J 

ndmstmply ıoannounce the decision which was 

landon, the fact that Indİa \vas at war, and this Ihe Vicero' 
dıd \vıt!ı promptness. ® vteero. 

government and peoplc outside the British 
free pcoXVfX'wodn^^^ tlTe" tI,?ec“wa?^u[İ^^ 

i. İS!? 

tvcrcalso not automatically draggcd into the . ??ı ' 

in ^ard .d 

nıcnt of the United Kir^rr i ” ^ tınknotvn to the Govern* 

Sn - 

oiher pooplcs is to <^nqucred and 

v<!nM}yatıhcroı>tofthcworhr^^^^^^ must be found to be 
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popuîations subject to it and the standing model and incite- 
ment that it is to othei' Avell armed po\vers lo outrival it, 
British foreign policy must also be held responsLbIe for 
encouraging the forces of evil as in the Italo-Ethiopian, 
Spanish and China-Japan \vars and, thus for hastening a 
world war. İndia thereiore, can have nothing to do Avith a 
\var \vhose object may in any way be the continuance either 
of imperialism 01 * fascisnı. The World can be made, secure 
against the erime of wars only if the imperialist and fascist 
Systems are destroyed. 

Fourthly, İndia offers her co-operation in the cause of real 
colleetive security of the peoples ol the \vorld and in that of 
freedom and democracy. . • 

Fifthly, the inereasing use of armaments and their rapidly 
mounting manufacture is a source of serious anxiety to the ■ 
future of the world. İn pursuance of this policy and the^ 
aetion not\vithstanding of the İndian Government in despateh* 
ing İndian troops overseas, the Congress Worldng Gommittee 
even before the outbreak of the preşent war had- withdrawn 
Congress members of the Central Legislature from its sessions. 

Events-moved fast and confusingiy tili the Working' 
Committee met and isşued a manifesto onSeptember 14i' This 
manifesto examiued the issues involved in the present war 
and outlined İndia’s attitude to\vards them. 

» . . 4 , . 

• Firstly, it objected to the manner in which İndia'had been 
declared a belligerent country and the powers and-, activities 
of the Provincial Governments limited - under the various 
Ordinances. İt saw in this aetion of the British Government 
a deliberate ignoring of the wishes of the İndian peoplci 

Secondly, the manifesto made it clear that İndia could not 
associate herself in a Avar under complusion.and w.ithout her 
Jree consent \vhich she could giye only after she. ,was assured 
her own freedom and considered the cause of the war wörthy, 
“Cb-operation must be between equalş by mutual consent.for 
a cause which both consider to be.worthy”, said the manifesto. 

Thirdly, the Working Committee drew attention tp, the'past 
of ,the British Government and its foreign policy . which had 
ignored again and again high ideals and the,sentiments of its 
öwn people. The war of 1914-18 which was declared to.have 

been fought for the preseryation of democracy, self-determi- 
nation and the freedom of small nations had ended ûp in -â 
treaty -vyhich had denied ali these. . Subsequendy, the British 
Government betrayed democracy and peace in Manehüria,- 
Abyssinia, Spain and Czechoslovakia.. 

Fourthly, the manifesto contemplated with ahxiety. the 
terrible ştate of the. vvorld to-day. İt said, Vinnumerable 
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innocenl men. v!omen and children have been bombed to 
deatK from the aır in opsn icıties, cold blooded massacres 
torture and utmost lıumıUatîon have follovved each other in 
qnıck successıon dunng these years of horror. That horror 
grou's and vıolence and ihreat of violence shado^v the world 
and uuless checked and ended will destroy the predous 

of^"co'^emnİngthe latest aggressİon 
of the Nazı Government in Germany against Poland he 
manifesto reıterated the Congress disapproval trf the ideoltyrv 
and practıce of hascısm and Nazism. their glorification *of 
war and violence. their sıveeping au*ay of wdl Sished 
prıncıples and recogmsed standards of civiHsed behav- 

lour and their suppression of the human spirit. 

in r found the cause of the present war 

İıavî! P^lıtıcal conflicts and contradictions which 

nnn'n- «lî^/tnıngly since the Jnst Great \Var” The's»» 

conflicts and cstablish a netv enuilibrium -ınrt 'J®, these 
domination of one counfry br another has loT f 

cconomic rclations have to be reo?canised for 

^'Sivlhlv t!.7wo'r h-^tbelS 

xtnl), the vVorkıng Commıttee İnvited 

rossible evtents". ® l^^est 

ntniual defSnce aeahJst aoorer- " ‘"l 
licn" and shoıvcdV" tvilKnc^" rIf' co-opera- 

to Sfve their coİpe„tion in^thf, tCommittee 
Europe and China "f >thecking horror in 

the oppealed "to 

anı! in ıhis gravc hour of p«ril to ‘î"'* “■'troversy 

lok'cther a, î „ni,ed nathm c r teadines, and I.ohf 

'.ile “f '"f•- n'itCKaîge'r f^cedor of 

V0tIîh,S’;:21S:]rjâ;i;Sh:ûw Nelff;; as h" a!î;rS;:^“'r 
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On October 10, the All-India Congress Committee approved 
and endorsed the statement issued by the Wûrlving Committee 
and repeated the invitation to the British Government to State 
their war aims and peace aims. The AlITndia Congress 
Committefe reiterated the objectives of the Congress and said, 
“the Congress has been guided throughout by its objective 
of achieying the independence of the İndian people and the 
establishment of a free democratic State in İndia \vhercin 
the rights and interest of ali minorities are prescrved and 
safeguarded. The means it has adopteddn its struggles and 
activities ha ve been peaceful and legitimate, and it has looked 
war and violence w.ith horror and as o'pposed to progress and 
civilisation.’’ 

♦ 

J < * f A ^ 

During the A.I.C.C. debate, the need and pröpriety of tlie 
Working Committee’s invitation to the British Government 
to declai'e its war and peace aims \vas questioned. Was it 
not apparent to everybody what these airris were, what the 
past of British imperialisni'had been and its present structure 
and necessity to dominate and enslave the avorld, said the 
questioners. Answering tliis questioh at the end of the 
debate, Pandit Jawaharial Nehru referred to. the curious 
situatiön of British imperialisni İn which it \vas on the one 
hand continuing to maintain its domination and exploitation 
över a large part of the world and, on the other, pr.ofessing 
to wage war against aggression and for the defence of free- 
dom. and world peace. This contradiction bet\veen practice 
and profession was not apparent to many miUions in the 
world. The invitation of the Working Committee, therefore, 
forced the British Government either to corae out in their 
true colours and shed their professions or to shed their 
imperialism and act up to their. declarations. This pressure 
bn the British Government to feveal the trutİı for ali the 
world to see was an act pf service to İndia and the entire 
freedom-loving world. The manifesto of the VVorking 
Committee had, therefore, been acclaimed even by people 
outside india as the “Charter of the oppressed”. 

Meahwhile, the British Government in Löndon had attemp- 
* ted to answer the Congress throagh the Secretary of State for 
İndia that the demand made by the Congress was inopportune 
and that the British people were susceptible to honourable 
treatment. Honour 1 If the British Secretary meant that 
the indian people ıvere no longer prepare to do honour to liis 
government and be obediently loyal to it, he was indeed right. 
If he meant gehtlemanly action, it should nöt have been 

difficult to choose between the British Governmeııt which had 

' » • * 

flouted the insistent wishes of a whole people and ^vhich ’ıvas 
.continuing. to act contrary tb its professions and the indian 
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Congress wlıidı had spoken in the name of the freedbm and 

inıperialism and bad manners 
and the Sccrelary of State for India that had succeeded in 

whoIe people who are generally of a forgivirig 

The Viceroy of India started a procession of İnterviews 

i^Portant because the Indian 
people ıhought them so, wlule many more because the Govern¬ 
ment thought them so. Ahogetlier the Vicerby interviewed 
över fıfty people. On October 8, he gave the Britsh Govern- 
mtm s reply to the Congress manifesto. 

Fırsly.inregardtotheir vvaraims and peace aims the 
Vıcoroy said, the Britısh Government sought no advantages 
fVom the vvar and were ımpelled to stop aggression and secure 
the peace of the vvorid. İt vvas easy to see that tlıe Vicerov 
!ınî5 If'c issues that vvere raîsed by the Congress 

f;. JÎJad askcd if the Britislı Government 
wcre prepared to forego the unjust advantaces aceraerî tn 
them thruugh theır domination över and cxnloitatîûn of. 

Tf th^ cViîish îıdvanlages. The Congress had Lked 

- 11 ^» ^ Government vvere vvilUng to make all’vvar 

lahsm and fascısm, but thelr reply refused to diselose as to 
ho\v they ıntcndcd to secure tlıe paace bf the vvorid. Thov 
had prcsumably İn mind the old method of defeating the 
cncro> and crccimg a precarious peace on that basis. ^ 

;i:^' 
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a consullalive committcc of Indian rcr rcscntativcs for purposes 
of assodation in ihc \var. İt is nccdicss to add tlıat llıere lay 
the \vidc gulf of centurics bet\vecn Ihc consullalivc comnıittec 
proposcd by the Viccroy and ll\c \vidcst possible application 
here and no\v of democracy and sclf-govvernnıcnt demanded 
by the Congrcss. Of coursc, the Viceroy did not let go the 
opportunity of insisting on dilTerences in İndian opinion 
winch he had comc to know through the differing vie\vpoints 
Nvhich \vere placed bcforc lûm by his över fıfty intervie\vcrs. 

The answcr of İndia’s spokcsmen- to the Viceregal stalc- 
ment \vas prompt, short and unınistakablc. Aside from the 
gap of a fe\v hours caused by telegraphic transınission, the 
leactions of Mahatma Gandhi becamc known to the country 
immediately aftcr the Viccroy's statcment. “Tlıc Congress 
\vill have to go into wilderness again” said Gandhiji and 
added *. “The British declaration shows clearly that there is 
to be no democracy for India if Britain can prevent it. Tlıe 
long statement made by the Viceroy siınply sho\vs that the 
old policy of divide and rule is to continuc’’. 

Maniana Abul Kalam Azad and Pandit Ja\vaharlal Nehru 
saidt “If this is the final ans\ver of the British Government to 
the pcople of India, then, there is no common ground betvveen 
the t\vo and our path diverge^ completely”. As Prcsident of 
the United Provinces Congress Committee, Pandit Jawahar]al 
Nehru appealed to Congressmen of the province to “keep ready. 
And whatever happens do not forget that \ve may do nothing 

a^ainst our high principles and not in keeping \vith india’s 

honour. Keep calm and cool and disciplined. Keep ready”. 

After an extraordinarily short session, the Working Com¬ 
mittee decided in its resolution of October 22, that "it can not 
possibly give any support to Great Britain, for it would amount 
to an endorsement of the imperialist policy which the Congress 
has aUvays sought to end. As a first step in this direction the 
Committee cali upon the Congress ministers to tender resigna- 

tions.” ... 

Further, the Committee called upon “ali Congress corh- 

mittees and congressmen generally to be prepared' for all 
developments and eventualities and to show restraint of word 
and deed’’ and not to resort to “any hasty action in the shape 
of civil dİsobedience, political strikes and the like”. Çongress- 
men were asked to remember that “a programme of resistance, 

commensurâte with the magnitude of the issue before the 

country, requires perfect discipline AVİthin Congress ’ranks 
and the consolidation of the Congress organisation”. Eyents 
were mdving fast. Congressmen and the people generally 
felt that they \vere livihg iıi gloridus times and that the time 
had come for them to shed their littie liyes and to sleep dıx 







^vasVnThe^alr*^^ The scent of adventure for great İdeals 

of d!r mînîstries resigned. In the seven provinces 

of the Congress mınısters. the Governors were unabb to 
form mımstrıes ihat could command popular support and 
suspended the constitution. In the eighth provınce of a 

mSrfGovernor formed a i]ew 
mmıstr). Tlıe phase that had lasted 27 months \vas över 

when thl TîT the first touch of reality 

j\hen the .Brıtısh-enforccd constitution and the loyaltv of 

^ngress mtnıstrıes to their fundamcntal pîedge of^India’s 

unworklbIİty of the 

consatution was proved and the Brilîsh Govemmpnt 
wreck i, wi,h .l.eir own hands. The pe^Ie orseven Sîovtoce^^ 

ate «iih'hc to non-co-oper* 

I^rtıcsandthcprmccstoseeifevpn nn,v « ‘ 
ilıe^ssibiIityoFsecuringunUy.- ' stdl be 

-emal ""d r-da. 

Ijondcncc ıhat took nlace between thY^r corres- 

the Viceroy. The Vkerov Sd Tresident and 

Müslim Lenguç to get together and -ı • Gongress and the 
to how ıhcv coulıl ^nri^ • îirrıvc at an agrecment as 

'vork harmoniously in the Province^^^^^ 

5«;;ge^led that the nrivilcgcs and SrrnU »‘«tî also 

and Uıc Leajjuc members^f I îc p of the Congress 

aame as’ihosc „T ü" öxMn^''™e'‘r "•““'d 

Tlut was hia cnıirc priLZT ^ nıcmbers of the Council. 

far aa ^he'COT^rcsâ° OTs* co' was absürd as 

dcfmitely decilicd not to play tlıc^ro^'of 
-ict. and to h.ip in the 
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iî'îRn|X)\vcr in pençe nntî ınuch morc ?;(> in \var. Tlıe Congrcss 
\vnnts to s-C'curc lUe pcnce of ılıc \vorkl ihronj’h the frccclonı 
of nll peoples nml hnd ns }?uclı asUecî tlıe Brilish Government 
to n^rcc. îo the right of the Itulinn [KOjıle to Irame thelr o\vn 
conslituüon in n Constituent As^eîobly and lo providc for nn 
inlerim nrrnnpemcnî coneedinî:’ maxitmun posrible poiiticni 
prnver to îndian repro^ontatives. 'l'his \vas a ijiph national 
objcctivc; and nn eqnaily inler national aim, bnt the Viceroy 
had agnin - managed lo kcep .singularly <îniet, in regard 
to them. 

Faiiurc, ihen of negotintiom^ İHtvvecn \vltom, fundamcnlal 
disagrccmcnts beUvccn \vhom, and ihc İnek of nnity bci\vccn 
\vhom V Obviously, bct\veen tiıc Congress and lİte Britislı 
Government and liot bet\veen tlıe Congress and the Müslim 
Lcague. Is it suggcstcd that the Muslims of indin or any 
organisations cven pnrtly representing them inciuding the 
Müslim Lenguc do not \vant the freedom of thcir country or 
the pcace of the \vorId V Thcre is nothing on record to provc 
that this is so. The Viceroy has been guilty of looscness of 
Ihought or of praciising intenlionnlly or othervvise, it is not 
for us lo say, the old policy of divide and rule in deseribing 
\vhat v.'as a fundamcntal disagreement bet\veen him and the 
Congress as one bct\vcen the Congress and the Müslim 
Lcague. 

The reply of the Itluslim Lcague President to the Viceroy 
also made the posiiion clear. In his Ictıcr of November 4, 
Mr. Jinnah slated that the Congress was not prepared lo discuss 
any questions relaling to the Ccnlre or tlıe Provinces "until 
the Brilish Government had complied \vith their demand as 
embodied in the resolution ol the All-India Congress 
Commiıtce”, in other words, until the Brilish Government 
had decided to givc up its occupation ol İndia. Mr. Jinnah 
did not, in this conneetion or any other during the course of 
this letter, talked of any disagreement betwecn him and the 
Congress. In his letter lo the Viceroy President, Rajendra 
Prasad had, therefore, pointed out witlı eminent justice and 
great dignity that, "it has pained to fınd the communal ques- 
tion being dragged in this conneetion. It has clouded the 
main issue. İt has been repeatedly said on behalf of the 
Congress that it is bur earnest desire to settie ali points of 
communal conti'oversy by agreement and vve propose to 
continue our efforts to this end. But I vvould point out that 
this question does not in any respect come in the Vay of a 
declaration of îndian freedom (as suggested by the Congress)”. 

İn its demand for India’s freedom, the Congress does 
not seek power for itself or for any p,yticular commünity in 
the country. The' constitution of İndia will be Iranied by a 
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Consmuent Assembly which 'Svili be formed. on the wİde« 
possıble basıs of franchıse and by agreement in rerard t 
communal respresentation - As such. the Congress fight 

seems to 1.^1^"by \hl‘“riSh"Ğûvejnmen^ Im 
nchieve 

ın the Governance of the Country. ° ® 

n/,n f^<^P was laken when the Congress declared tf< 

E2=ass?&'=« 

m'd SdlnâSuy»dT/p'? T 

=i5SSS?-fî?Ş3 

paratıon was lo be dcvolcd lo tErremo^’^I Jf fh% 

ous \vcakncss in the naıional a danger- 

advancedtoprovethecreıterdSîr?S'f'^*^?“"?®“*® 

oUıerpolicybutbVfaMlfemn^^^ 

the issue in favoİr of '1® argument that clinched 

that it wns alrcady decided njxn°by lhe^Woîkin*i?*c'^'’‘‘'°" 

Congres ;.< KnınyrpLcd !. "r !: I ' 
npproving the previous^ rcsolutînnç 

sjtuation by Uıc A I r p ‘ on the war 

^•^r.Xly it İccIareS; L^'the Got Committcc. 

dırccily or indircctly, bc a nartv ^to th ı'" "‘'^y- 

commuanceandpcrnftuntînnîf »»- , • "?*" "'•“ch rncnns 

tion ol the pcoplc of^nd'ia as wMI^ c-'^'ploıtatıon (i. c. expIoİta- 

^yrican cointrics) and it cinnhad^^^^ of other Asiatiâ and 
fhort of complcte IndcncndS r^ /’ nolhıng 

of Indıa. "Furılicr aliout communal Poople 

no iHTmanent solution is nos^lî^ Hİ expressed/* 

A^^c^ıbIy, tvhere ılıe ricln^of ali fİTongh a Constituent 

he fol y proiectcd by aprccmcnt m "’}non‘ies will 

“y of the pcoplc it madc cîJar\^v^ sovercîgn- 

»OM w,fh ,|,e whcd,e^n “V 

In thiH rcs<,lu.!j<,„ ^ JuIp h wıs , ‘ I’fovinccs”. 

nue İt ^^as tlearly menlionetl that the 
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Coûgfess withdrew tlıe ministrîes in order to dissociate India 
from tlıe war and to enforce the Congress determinatİon to 
free-India from foreign domination, it also laid stress on 
discipline and constructive programme. 

İt is almost about a year after. this that the Congress started 
its symbolic Satyagrah in November, 1940. İn short this \vas 
the attitude and policy of the Congress toıvards the last 
\vorld-war from its very start. 

CHAPTER' II 

GANDHIJI AND WAR , 

Gandhiji on the very out-break of the last great world war 
e^vpressed, %vhen he was invited by the Viceroy to meet him, 
his abhorrence against the violent warfare and its horrors. 
Subsequent to this meeting; Gandhiji issued a statement on 
September, 5. He said, “1 am not therefore, just now thinking 
of india’s deliverance. İt will come, but what will it be 
tvorth if England or France fail or if they come out victorious 
över Germany ruined and humbled.” İt is obvious that the 
thought of a ruined and humbled Germany was as much a 
. matter of sorrow to Gandhiji as that of a defeated England ör 
France. İn like manner Gandhiji’s concern at the destruc* 
tion of London and the Westminister Abbey arose out of 
what he himself called a “purely humanitarian standpoint.” 
To those who had misread into his concern at destruction a 
preference for Britain, Gandhiji explained on September, 11 : 
“I would not çare to e re ct the freedom of my country on the 
remains of despoiled Germany. 1 should be as much moved 
by a contemplation of the possible destruction of Germany’s 
monuments”. İt is clear, therefore, that Gandhiji’s sympathies, 
in so far as destruction caused by \var is concerned, are 
eveniy. distributed över ali victims, be they British or 

Germans. - 

After seeing the Viceroy, Gandhiji expressed his .sympa- 
, thies with Britain and France as much as \vith Germany and 
they were in accord with the Congress policy and his 
principles of distaste of war, violence and armaments. 

He appealed to ali \var-mongers of the \vorld to desist 
, from the course of destruction of human life and property 
which were the best creation of God and man. . 

He gave his personal moral support to the British Govern¬ 
ment and their cause. He also advised the Congress for its 
unconditional moral support to the British Government in its 
hour of trouble and trial. He \vas opposed to any embarr- 
assment to the British Government in its war efforts, 

-. 7 - .■ 


• ’ 



V • 


♦**- 


9 

Hcnce this schemc of satyagralı ın 1941 , \wıs so formulated 
.^as not to İntcrfere in the least with tlıe \var efforts of the 
■ Government of India. He chose only lûs best Satyagrahis to 
offer a merc symbolic Satyagrah and that too \vho believed in 

non-violcncc as a faitlı. His Satvagrahis ofTered Satyagrah 
aftergıvıng pre\*ıous notice to the'Government as re<TSrds 
time and place of tlıeir ofîering Satyagrah, \vliich n'as noUiing 
else but merely shouting lıis faitlı İn non-violence and lıis 
opf^sitıon to ali armed \vars, violence and aid to such wars 
\viih men or money. But that bcing svınbolic did not inter- 
ere m the least with the war efforts'of the Government of 
Indta. Most of such satyagrahis \verc arrested even before 
they actually lyent to shout or shouted but merely on şendin" 
a n^tcc of theır ıntcntion to shout such slogans, “ 

Gandhijr furtjısr clarifying the issue betıveen Indİa and 

London paperbri November 
14, If tilere ıs to be a fıght bctvveeıı Britain and tlıe 
Congress. the world should knoıv what it is to be for, does 
Drıtatn ırnendtorccogmse İndla as an independent nation 
or musı Indta rcmaın Briiaın’s dcpsndency”. Attemptsare 

British Government to eSnfuse 
qucstiun in India’s 

mce and by bracketıng the Europeans of India and the 
rnnccs wıth the other minoritics. if European interests are 
to be preserved. "rights acquircd by conqucst remain intact” 
says Mahatamajt und adds İn regard to the Princes. "t6 rais" 
tlıe qucstion of 1 rmccs ıs stili morc untenable. They are 
part of the laramouııt Poıvor. It is painful to tliînk that 

themiHions of 

^.ates peopicsas agaınsi thelr f>ÜJ and odd'^nrinces have 
spokvn tl.rongh the AIMnüia States Peoples* Co^ıfer^ 

emlofMug t le Congress attitude on \Varf The î'rontier 
I rovıncc, vvhıclı lıns ı!ıc lıîtfhüst • n** \t * t» ı 

Uc constıtuiıon bccause the people of the Province refu^ 
to assocıatc themselvos wtrh Briıislı War Policit^s Avtde 
from ıhc Congress, certain other organis.uions nlso of 

Iırmjnhisownco«mryı-“^‘‘" dclivcred by 

,l.v.,knu. thtuutl. nnı) an uninhibiteJ 
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tongue \vhich makes İnm teli Uıe \vhole story. İt gets ,him 
ınto ali kitıds Öf difficulties hc suld to nıe for instance and 
he has sâid subsequcnlly in \vriting ; '1 would go tö Japan and 
sign a treaty of peace \vith the Japanese’ No\v he iınmediately 
added in the conyersation Lome, 1 know the British \vill 
never Itt me go to Japan and , 1 kno\v that if I ever go tq 
Japan, the Japanese \vould’nt sign a treaty of peace' with me’. 
Then \vhy talk about ât ? Because the idea had öccurred 
to.him and for Garidhi the fact that an idea is not practicâble 
does not nıean that he must not talk about it. Hö\vever, 
tlûs statenıent has enabled, persöns \vho have ulterior motive s 
and \vish to defame Gandhİ—to say that Gandhi is pro- 
Japanese. No\v tilere are many Americans and many Erîglişh- 
men \vhose woid as to \vhois pro-Japanese 1 would not accept 
because many öf tliose' Americans. and Englishmen .\vere 
themselves pro-Japahese and appeased the Japanese and sent 
Japaıi the serap and uil \vhich our boys are novv getting 
backin uglier form. There is one man whose Ivord 1 would 
take as to Ivho is pro or anti-Japânese and that is Chiang- 
Kai-Shek and he is prö^Gandhi and^ pro-İndian independence 
and he has intervehed- ( as, 1 told you ) \vith President 
Roo'sevelt and \vith Winston Çhurchili in recent rnonths 
repeatedly, with a vie\v to the moderation ot British policy 
in İndia. Chiang-Kai-Shek knövvs that Gandhi is anti- 
Japanese, pro-chinese and anti-axis. And Gandhi has proved 
it. - Butit’s simply Gandhi’s ınanner of speech that ekppses 

him to these false eharges. . ' ' 

Gandhi did, the sam'e thing in the curr'eht pölitical crisis; 
Against the background of India’s' internal misery and the 
mounting resehtment and bitterness there occured the Briü'sh 
Military reverses in , the Far East—Hong Kong, Malaya'; 
SingapMe and . Burma—British prestige in Asia dropped' to 
zero. There was panic in india. The Indians were afraid 
that the . British Ivouİd. ruh froriı İndia as' they had; s6 
recently from Burma. There was no confidence among 
Indians in’. England’s' ability tö , defend india. ' Thp 'British 
Government in Löndon realized that aıi emergehey had ariseri 
İn india, but it was ohly after a very Bealthy 'prod frorh 
President Roosevelt that the British' AVar. Cabinet rushed oıie 
of its members Sir Stafford . Cripps out to İndia to repair 
the damage.' . Now whatever'the.causes of Cripps’failure. 
(And İh theİig.ht of his subsequent dismissal Tröm the War 
Cabinet—He, \vas takön intö the War Cabinet when the 
Churchili Cabinet shook as the result of the falTof Si.ngapore 
and the. escape of Scharnhorst and' Gneisenau, the two 
German pocket battieships under the nose of the R.A.F. 'and 

die British Navy th'rough the En'glish;Çhanne|, ÇhprchiU 
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wltİı it. It’s İearned, in the exercise of freedorh and 

' * * “ * . ' > 

indeperidence. ' . ' 

l canie away froni India \vith the profound conviction that 

if there were the will, India could be united politically over- 
night and that of course ivould be only the ûrst step tovvards 
ultimate söcial and econömic union. I came away from India 
\vith the conviction that the obstacle to Indian independence 
does not lie in India. ît. lies in England. India is a very 
good thing. Many interests and companies and families in 
England have grown rich on India. But the problem is bigger 
than that. Neville .Chamberlain was an appeaser, because 
he was afraid that if England became involved in a war his 
England (the.England of caste and privilage and money and 
aristocracy) woüld die. But Churchili says, “No, England can 
•fight this war and win it and remain the old England.” And 
Churchili’s İEngland inciudes the emasculation of the 
Beveridge report . and iriclüdes ali kinds of reactionary 
measures. . 

The questioıi therefoie, is not \vhether India is ripe for 
freedom. The question is whether we are. ripe for Indian 
freedom. If there . were a new England emerging out of 
this war, if there were’ a ,new. England to supplant the old 
England öf Chamberlain and Churchili, it wöuld not wish to 

hold lndia. That is really the issue.” . 

Gandhijl was ali along anxious to protect India from 
Japanese invasion. . Hence fealising the weakness of the 
British Indian Government, to save India from foreign and 
specially Japanese aggression, his anjciety grew much more for 
Tndia’s defence and at the sam e time he felt that there was 
’not even genuine desire on the part of the Government to 
save India and hence reluctance for any sincere effort in 
the direction of gaining real co-operation and support of the 
Indians in its \var efforts. The proof of this mentality 
Government gave convincingiy from the Cripp’s proposals 
and.their ultirhate fate. So Gandhiji’s patriotism and burning 
desire to sav’^e his countrymen from utter ruin and destruction 
at the Jıands öf the foreign invaders, made him really anxious 
to aroüse genuine interest and support of the people of India 
in ali sorts öf attempts, non-violent and violent, for the protec- 
tion of their mother-la.nd. It is \vith this object and motive 
that he desired İndependience of India and felt compelicd to 
think of launching his ‘Quit India’ movement. 

Gandhiji can be extensively quoted in support of this 
contentiön. Gandhiji’s o\vn position about Cripps’ proposals 
\vas that he saw Ci'ipps at Delhi on 27th March and left Delhi 
on 4th April. There after in the issue of Harjan daied June 
28, 1942 he wrote 
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Npv.. n.n - H • ® l disinclined to proceed to 

^ex^ Delhi. Havıng göne theje, I intended to return the 

•roHet Saheb wourd 

not Jet me go. I wısh I could have ınduced the Workinfr 

Coromıtteetotake upitsstand on püre non-violence. But h 

d,d not. and could not \Vith İt, rightly, politics were a I 

having the conviction. anow its 
delıberations to be affected by the issue of non-violence the 
del beratıons therefore. of the Working Committee at New 

"" -‘efferenc? or/„‘idfn7e 

Non-violence has been tlıe fırst artirİP nf / -.ı. ı 

rc-sitaio^ ll.e XT cTc of Bo™h“?'f • «--P 

possible emphasis on 'non-violence'. Whi)e''s1ınclion1nrttfe 
movemcnt İt c earlv staieH "ıhp rrv,«.l:*7 »anctıonıng the 

was inevitablc. he wamed to I^âd ^ n^n'" 

“ 

bc in any way7e:r!.”r'-vio'^^f,Te“'?‘ 

was < carer and l.igber tlmn even d.e İndepelî^noe önndiâ'" 

Aucusi and TfiP.- ^ ®*’Rr€.s Icadersand tvorkers on 9th 

werv as a rı-5uU öf'=u'dd”n pre-planned but 

Government aci^ “hich P' resentment on 

unreasonable and ^bso utely «ncalled for. 

cntirc responsibilitv îs SS r ® extrcme. hor whiclı Ihc 

Government aetion are vorv ojf ı ^ ^ 1 ^ rnovement and the 
by hım in his Ictter to the Serrîf*^ ^ !" e.vpressed 

indin, dated September 23 A' /Government of 

R»vcnbelüw:- -i. lJ-12. An e.\tract frora which is 

Conpress Ieade.s seen,e ,o 

«If-control. I /cvl ıiıat the gL/ 

wvn-rc-sp.,nMbIe for thLk^tru?d^ Congress" 

s.-'sv 


-^VİTH MR. JINNAH 
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•Congress, }ıo■^veve^, ıvould Le Lomıd to consult other 
■existing Muslini organisations which lıave co-operated 
witlı tlıe Congress in the past. Furdıer in tlıe event of 
•odıer group or minority interests being involved it will 
be necessaiy to consult representatives of such interests. 

Letter from Mr. Bose to Mr. Jinnalı. 

Dated Bombay, May 15, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Last night I gave you a note €xplaining our position. 
You asked me wlıat constructive proposals we bad to 
•jnake. I tliink tlıe note is self-explanatory. Having made 
knoıvn tlıe Congress reaction to your suggestion, accord- 
ing to us, it remains no\v to proceed to tlıe next stage 
aıamely appointment of respective conımittees ıvliich ıvill 
jointly settie the terms of understanding. 

t 

Your s sincerely, 
{Sd.) SuBHAs C. Bose. 

Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Bose. 

Dated Bombay, 16 May, 1938. 

,De4r Mr. Bos-e, 

I acknowledge the receipt of a note you handed pver 
to me on behalf of the Congress on the 14th, and also 
J beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated 
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râuntry whîch holds that.on gfaunds of expediency the 
Congress should have accepted the proposals must be admit- 

ted. üut the obvious reply is that the Congress Workin£î 
CommUtce tned ıts best to arrive at a compromise with Sir 
ütaüord Crıpps m full consciousness of the situation. The 
nreak canıe ın spite of this. Nor \vas there any knoNvincj that 
evcn ıf the Congress pocketed its pride in respect of many a 
^ıntof vıtal pnnciple in the hope of ultimate fuIfiJment, the 
Mushm League and the other bodies would have obliged. 

the consequent lack of '‘general” agreement Sir 
Staiîord uoujd stili have faced dlscomfıture at the hands of 
those m tngland who sa\v the nquİdation of Empire in hİs 
ummprıalıstıc 'tleolop-. In the result cveryone of note, 
both m Indıa and England, cxcept Mr. Churchill and Amery 

hımself placed ın the most awk\vard position imaginable. It 
wa^ resoundıng triumph for somcone. * 

ille next step was to put the Congress out of the nicture 
and to prepare for the defence of İndia both againsfjaoan 
and ıtsclf. Ağam the old imperialist guard had nothinffto 

loss. It \vas thcir normal programme. Although they did not 

thousands of Inc^ian lives 
imprisonmen" and 

îhîvnr/^ • Pff’P^^anda purposes, hovvever 

\vl «"•'"T" ^ tın dongress leaders’. 

dif. a hundred thourand men and women in iail 

here ıs today no spokesman available who may be competenl 

. ulT. n”” But as one ulıo long 

vSr sl.nifıcant histor/ 

Indw rnn^ ınıportant lıcarmg on the quesıiün. The Ali 
Indıa Congress Çommiucc at Bombay adopted its reso ution 

SSŞpİİİHİll 

in the dt^aiiror?.SoLn*'‘‘‘''' 

to put dıc Con'»ress\vorkin "^omm- ^"'r 

as ılıe A. I C C ı ^ommıttcc under urrest as sfnm 

>. L. C. ndoı-tod rcfoluüon. !n scalin- üs carlier 
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decision the Government felt it no part of. its duty to take 
into account the altered situation created by tlıe ııumerous 
public statements made by responsible leaders in the prc- 
ceding \veek. A long term policy had evidently been 
sanction and no tlıouglıt of dangerous consequences could 
stand in the way of its execution. When the poliçe party 
tıirned up in the early hours of the morning, Gandhiji \vas 
literally surprişed. = The grave disorder \vhich spread 
immediately ali över the country stili continue in sporadic 
form, I for orie \vas cönvinced from the very beginning, 
^and I said so to foreigiı correspondents who cared to see me 
then, that the outbreak \vas not only spontaneous but \vould, on 
that very account, be serious. To speak of Congress responsi- 
bility for the violence and loss of Life (caused by the Govern- 
ment’s military measures of ılie severcst type) adds grave 
insult to injury. The position becomes ridiculous when the 
accusation is smuğly levelled at leaders who were securely 
put avvay behind prison \valls before the game of violence 
and'counter-violence had started, and are stili being kept lhere 
Kermetically .sealed against ali contact with the outside 
•vvorid. They haire no means of reply except thrbugh private 
petitions for mercy. Justice stands betrayed and - so does the 
cause of the Allies in India”. - , 

The Gripps proposals failed not because of the Congress 
and Gandhiji but because they were so designed and 
deşired from their very inception by their authors in Britain. 

Gandhiji’s position is very ckar as can be seen from tlie 
following statements :— . . 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Congress President, stated 

on April llth, 42 at the Press Conference:.— ' , ; 

' “Mahatma Gandhi’s views as regards participation in any 

war are well-known and it would. be entirely untrue to 
suggest that the Wörking Committee’s decisions have in anv 

way been ınfluenced by that Yiew. In fact, Mahatma Gandhi 
made İt perfectly clear to the Working Committee that thev 

were frbe to corne to any decision'on the merits of the prooo- 

sals. Mahatmaji did not really want to particioate in 
earller sittings of the Working Gommittee. Lt he ^as parsaa- 
ded by me to stay on from day to day.” ... - . 

^ Pandit Jawahârlal Nehru about the same ön Juhe 17th at 

Bombay said : — • . . 

^JTlie statement of Sir Stafford to the .efifect that the 
Congress , Worfang Comımttee had , apparehtly acceo ed 

Mahat°^“r* “fi? ^ after further consultations with 

Mahatma Gandhi* that they, were tunied down is entirelv 
ıncorrect. İt is true that the newspapers were makin? 

guesses, sometimes ştating that the Conpess Working Com^ 
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mittee \vas likely to accept the proposals, but Sir Stafford 
ought to know that these ne\vspâper stories lıad ho basis”, 
Lastly bhri C. Rajgopalacharia declared :— 

"Gandhİji is in prison and cannof again contradic't thİs 

baselessstory that wiH go into Hansard. 1 was present from 

begtnnıng to cnd during these talks, and 1 can say authorita- 
tıvely that Mahatmaji who was absent fronV Delhi durin? the 

n snİN.^ anything that took place. 

iluK- ^ ^îahatınaiıs adverse opinion expressed at the 
prelımtnary stagc. the Working Committee entered into 
dtfcüssıons wıth Sır Stafîord and carried on according to their 
own poljcy and Mahatmaji did not înterfere.” ^ 

i ne Cnpps proposals were unacceptable not onlv to the 
Congress but no other party in India was prepared to acCep^’ 

-NÎinnM dcm^and for realfy 

National Goyernmcrn* was not at ali met with Cripps nro- 

posals bence ıt \vas but proper for the Congress to rejectthem 

S “n the Cripps mİBsiol and the‘'cause 

flc n 7 “ * known not only to India but to America' 

Government' 

1“ “ f* 

Tlıe relevam c.vtracts of it are given bclow 

\VhitelıalI». exceptıon of New Delhi and 

negSîSmnsfZ PanoT'IaSl Cripps's 

nıuıd of the Indian «..o? '-.Jr reaction in the 

Uriıish Government. ^nJ.'L'^‘1 .K aK^inst the 


aiîord lobc biucr* rcnctıons. \Vc cnnnot 

ourjudgment in a prave crisis^" "tJm and afîcets 

noîulmıhc Hrîtislı . ı is. 

h:tvedone to thcnr İmi'ih? to us or what \ve 

RO'mg to do about it.' So in s pi 1^07 af) Yl'^y ‘'""f 

•ire not to embarrass the * î 

efiott» ol our American- fl?î 1 India or the 

before ıhcm u-as hou* *\vhîunV*^ ” problem 

P^^t“^‘p.-‘dnginthLMVarelTort; 
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and \vithont embarrassing the Government in their \var effort,^ 
thev shoul d organize their war efîort in their o\vn \vay lor a 
free and İndependent India. That was a question \vhich tlıe 
A.l.C.C. had to consider and decide at the next meeting. 

“We are not going to surrender to any invader” said 
Pandit Ja\vaharlal. He could not tolerate the. idea that he or 
anybody else shouİd sit idle while the battie for India \vas 
beino' fought bet\veen t\vo foreign armies. He.could not tolerate 
any passive attitude but how far he could go in a particülar 
situation depended on the circumstances. The backgroünd, 
ho\veyer, \yas quite clear—jus't as they had refused tö give in 
to British Ğovern'ment diıfing the last 22 years; they were höt 
going to surrender to any invader. They \vould have to resist 
invasion to the uttermoşt-rby non-co-opefation, ,by resistahce, 
and by embârrassiıîg .the invaders in every possible way 

vvhich a; v/idely spr'ead population could do. 

The duty of every Congresstnân, of, eyeryone in the 
Gountry, said Pandit Jawaharial, was to organize self-proteç- 
tion and self-sufhciency. There was a fundamental difference 
between the approach of the .Congress and that of British 
Government in this mattef. The Congress wanted to rely 
upon the people, but the British Government did' not even 
now want to trust the . people. Ultirriately,,'it was only the 
State which could defend the Country in an armed .\yay. 
They could not, lor . i'nstance, raise: a chizen a'rmy, 'w"ithqüt 

the State’s heİp. But \vhat the* Congress,liad already, begün 
.^yas an’, intensive .prçgrarhme; of self-sufficiency and self- 
protectiön, in.rural areas mainly wUlı the ^ object ,.of securing 
regiohal' self-sufftciency in food, ete., if transport arrangemerits 
happened tö fail'. Theşe uni'ts could not resist an .invading: 
army, but forın the backgroünd of any resistahce which,dıey,or 
the State might .organize,; they could try tç ' preyent disÖrder 
and panic and help produetion. ^ They had to organize the 
people for seİf-relıance—for'lookinğ after themselves; , ^ 

Who is resppnsible for failure of the Cripps’ negotlatiöhs ? 
In answer to this questioh,: Pa:ndit Nelıru , explaııied'in detail, 

the various stağes;of,the ,negotiations., If he .ha 

: just before his., last .interyiew wıth Sır Stafîprd Crıpps_ he 
wouİd have said that the cHances of.cpming to ,an a'ğreement 
.were âbout 75%. interyievv, howeyer, .the.full pıcture 

which Sır Staffbrd suddenly.and for the, first time, put before 
themofthe proposals was such tirat he,,could not âgrefto 

iT '‘A big ch^rlğeAad, occuHed;^mhwlAre' in^t^^ 

said the Pandit. İt was obvious, he'.added,. that, tilere \va.ş 

some t'rouble.between Şîr Statîprd and^others: “Otherswere 

not us”, said the Pandh'amidşt\laüg^^^^^^ _ /. ; . „ ^ 

Pandit Nelıru \vent on to.say “vvhıle ıt was my extrçme 
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desire to find a way out and make Indİa function effectivciy 
for defence and makc the vrar a popular effort—so great 
was my desire that some things 1 have stood for during the 
last quarter of a century, thîngs which I could never have 
irr.agined for a moment I \vould give up, I no\v agree to giv'c 
up—I am convinced pcrsonally that itiş impossible, for us 
to agree to the proposals as they eventually emerged from the 
British Governmeni’s mind. I am in complete and \vhole 
lıearted agrecment \vith the Congress resolution and the 
letters of the Congress Presldcnt.” 

“So faras 1 kno\y îndia, and I know it tolerably well, 
the majör sentîment İnlndia naturally isone of hostility to 
the Bnttsh in İndia. You can not root out 150'years -'of 
past history and ali tliat has happened in those years. It 
has sunk dcep do\vn into the İndian souî. Suppose we had 
comc to an agrecment and lıad to convert, to change tljat 
scntımenl suddenly we could lıavc done it if wc could have 
gjven a scnsaıion of freedom to the people of india. Tlıe 
fundamental factortOKİay isdistrust or dislike of the British 
Oovernment. İt İs not projapanese scnliment. It is' anti- 
tîrmsh scniımenu That roay occasionally )ead individuals 
to pro-Japanesc e.vprcssion of vjcws. This is short sîghted. 
It ıs a slavc s sentiment, a slave’s \vay of thinking; to imagine 
that 10 gel rıd of onc person who is dominating us we can 
c.N-pect another pcr&on to help us and not dominate us later. 
I-rcemcnouclu notto think ıjjat \vay. It distresses me that 
any Indıan should talk of Ihc japanese liberating india. The 
whole ıvast history of Japan has been onc of dominating oihers. 

İmperialist reasons straight out 
or to fıghl \vith the Bntısh Government, Anyho\v, \vhatever 

lıİKrate^^”' ** here, it does not comes here,, to 

Icaderslıip ofSubhas 
''' "> “ >1>= "ext 

»jutöllon* * 

nucstionthc Pandit referred to the 

- liîo Congress, and said 

lu. hne rn ‘ V bonafides of Mr. Bose. I think 

nt I.as comc to the conciusion which I think is wrnnv hm 

îndiT ‘ \V*^ “ conciusion which lıe thinks is for the g?od of 

haw drtfha7*^î'''vilhhim many-ycars ag^ Wc 
na\t drıfted funher apart and to-üay we are'^verv far anart 

canno* "'rong, a way which 1 not only 

»ti} lorceüıatma> comc from outsidc, it rcally comes .asa 
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(îuniEpy forçe under thc Japaness control. In efîcct it hclps 
the invader. It may help under tlıe mistaken nodon; that the 
'ınvader,wilİ play ..fail-, Itisabad thing psychplogically for 
the IndianMnasses to thihk in terms öt being liberated by 
an outside agency”. 

“I think,” he continued “it is the job and functıön of every 
Indİan tp be in India to-day, to face the.dangers and risks, 

whatever .might happen in India.” 

The Cripps prpposals were found, sö vere unsatisfactöry 
. that no section of Political party and public opinion agreed 
\vith themî They Avere universally condemned by almost 
ali important political parties and personalitieş : Whether 
it was Müslim jeague, or the Momİn Çonference, or the 

depressed.;Cİasses or Dr. Ambedkar, pr Sir T. B. Sapru, o’r 

Dr., M. R. Jaykar,,,, Thus ,it becomes evident that Cripps capae 
not to appease and. win oyer the hearts of the İndian people 
but only to add insult to tlıe İnjury already inflicted oh India 

by dragging her into the w ar \vithout her consultation and 
consent.... .. , ■s ,ı . . 

• ^ ' CHAPTER IV • 
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BURMA AND BRITISH ATROCITIES 
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It is since the last: Government" of India Act İ935 tHat 
Burma was separated Trom India which was a part. of India 
since its annexatiprı 'by the, Government' of India İn 1885 
after. the Burmese W,ar. In Burma the ne w constitution 
\yas introduced in accordance with the Act of 1935. / The 

popular Preınier of Burma Mr. U. Sa\v,,at the - beginning of 
.thepresent World War, to fully yoke the resources of the 
country for cpmplete support and through execution of the 
war, suggested and demanded independence for his countrv. 
Plis patriotism goaded him, even to visif England in this 
connection \vhere he clamoured for independence bf his 
country for itş really effective and tiniely defence. - But 
alas i his vPice was, siraply ignored and he was made a 

captive tilere. Since then nothing is heard of him. But 
his countrymen stili remember him and the history bf his 
country has a honoured place for him. 

Soon after came the invasion of Burma by-Japan. The 

British were found too weak to defend her. The' \vhole 
country was in no time flooded över by the Japanese armies 

rma \vas thro\vn to tlıe \vlnds. 

The Bıitish population, botla Civilian and Militarv in 
Burma used ali possible and available best means to kave 
kr India \vithout delay but the plight of the Indians in 

Burma became horrible; They couİd be neither here nor 
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there. Their Brİtish masters betrayed them and the Burman 
who were thernselves în trouble could liardly .afförd to lıelı 
mera, brom the ınvading Japanese armies in thpse tröublous 
time nolhıng betler and helpful could be expected. Tliere wa' 
no way out for the poor İndİans but to attempt escape ti 
Indıa. But thıs \vas not an easy job. Alî the best avatlabh 

roads and convcyances tt'ere under the use of the British 
and the Indıans were prohibited to use them. Hence the\ 
^ ereleftwıthnootheroptionbutto take to the \vorst hilly 
and ıvaterlesstnıckthroughthe herce woods \vhere, on the 

u "ı Starved and parched to 

dcath. As thcy had no means of conveyance and’ transoort 

Tn ^ belongings and beloved child^ren 

and old persons behind. Thus men of money and fa^Uv 

lîome ^ hearth-and 

SiJ'Jrcaci:;^?' 

addrcss to the Central Aslan 

campaign. gavf he 

rcsult of a carcful rcsearch into the various rendrts 3 
chargcsücalmg with the civil side of the SmS Mr 

jras s-ş“" K/e. âM» 

^eçn sccretarj lo Sır Dorman Sraith, Governor of Durma, for 

İiliiîsSŞP 

defi'nce mcasuro*: wMrr» . Bntaın s hastily improviscd 
and she \vasgivcn time to reality of ınvasion 

Japamse ıroops invadrd İt breatlıing spacc. 

days nfter fV.^H Ila'rbour.*^ ® ^^Cfmber 9, just two 

th.ıi*Bıırm.ı ıSl^Io^^bî-c^mst^ ^‘■'ooRb' t*mphasize 

lorcis wırc ov» ruIulmtMİ military 

»■nf nıy fojce. But it sIk.iiM' n«» .°“^™^ooeuvrcd by a suf»erior 
>’>• ihe lîurın., campaî'.n • our what was aciiicvcıl 
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mucii that tlie breathıng space ehabled India to prcparc for 
the thfeat ol invasion. 

Such actions or omissions for which thc cıvıl admİnıs- 

tration \vas responsıble had no innuencc wh;Usocvcr on 

the result of the campaign. Only additional Iroops, tanlis, 

guns and aeroplanes could have turncd the tide. If it 

could be maintained that tlıe civil adıninistration utterly 

broke down, utterly failed to co-operate \vith the military, 

then some portion of the odium for the loss of Burma could 

deservedly be attached to the civilians. But, Mr. Hughes 

denied that this was so. On the contrary, thc adminisira* 

tive machine kept going untü the end inspite of numerous 
missing cogs in the wheel. ** 

Evacaution of Refugefs 

Evacuadon of . refugees \vas undoubtcdiy thc hifrfrcst 
problem facıng the- the civil offıcers. After the fail of 

no means defeated, and General 
Alej.anfe had not gıven up the^ hope of assuming an oflen- 

ofhcers ıgnored every issue 

ina nf improbablc that the provİsİon- 

ıng of yarious evacuation routes with food and^mcdical 

edifying example they rvould have 'S t„ ' in î,' "''f 

and-to esşential yıorkers and only \vith General Alevan?^'^'’^ 

our days in Burnra rvLe indeed nulered 
From statistics compiled at the varion«; 
on the İndian frontier it would nrobahlv hp ' lon cenires 

estimate to' put the total "" conscrvaiive 

India, at 4,00,000. A suoreme ha ,who r..-ached 

that pitiable• mass of refugS .vas^Um"’ 
military situation. How many casualtie»?'îh 
the evacuation could not be known Bn T 

öf course, it did not inclİde manT'^® di"?®'‘ 
epıdemıc at Prome and Mand?la7 o? ı ^ JÎ cholera 
alter: theır arrival. The tale of 

ıs .told, *ould be a: tale of shLr"“?- 

women in the face of .a disaster fn nr^ ordınary men and 
on the same eiyilian. roll of honour as \he"® ^ 

wrde in l„aia. Krom Le 
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of Indİa was moved at this miserable plight of her cöuhtrV- 
men in Burma. The \vorst part of the whoIe tragedy was 
the tre^mcnt meled out to the Indians in Burma by the 
Brıtish Government of India and Burma. 

The pathetic tales of the sufferings of the Indians in 
Burma werc luridly narrated by the Indİan evacuees and 
refugecs from Burma. The very soul of India was stirred 

trftffeçly and the beastly inhuman treatment 
oi the Bnüsh towards (he Indians and specially the İnvidi- 
ous dıslıncuon thcy made bet\veen the Indians and the British. 
(It ts ‘or ^tlus reason that the Burma Evacuation Report was 
not publıshcd by the Government of India. Butforilsnot 
pub ıcation. the reason assigned ^s. of course, quite different. 
In scssion of the Central Assembly at Ne\v Delhi, on 
November 7. im Dr. N. B. Khare. Indians Overseas Mem- 

ber m reply to the qucstion of Sardar Mangal Singh said "In 
the course of Mr. A. K. Chanda's wûrk L the preparatioî 
of a Consolidated report on the evacuation of Burma, it 
became apparent that it tvould be impossible to preient a 

mattcr^dnrm?.ll operation without İnciuding 

matttr that mıght be of great value to the enemy. The 

qucstion has. therefore, been' re-examinea in the l^ht of 
itinn mılıi.ary sıtuation and after detaücd consider- 

atton, the Government of India has decided not to publish 
an> report on the subject for the present.”) Tlıis was the 

dı^r«‘e!i .t^ f f'-Çhng ol resentment and frustration sur* 
f.n f^-.ı . Indians. Tlıey were not only 

»f her suJrv n„,r ""‘J > 1>0 prolcction 

of fh. puhe.feder 
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INDIA’S DEFENCE AND İNDEPENDENCE 

i 

CHAPTER'I 

• • 

ALLAH4BAD MEETING OF THE CONGRESS WORKING 

COMMITTEE 

Since the fail and.subsequent fate. of Burma . and, specially 
of the İndians in Burma and tliereafter the fiasco of Cripps 
Mission, Gandhiji began seriously considering' about' the 
defence of India. His mind’s .-vvorkinğ.vvas clear y expressed 
by him in his articles in the ‘Harijan,’ which \vere quite expli- 
cit andmnambiguous. His nıain emphasiş vvas on two pöints, 
firstly' defence . of India aıid not to fail in the hands of the 
aggressor and secondly to gain popular support for this and 
not depend entirely on the Bridsh Government in India \vhöse 
weakness \vas manifested by its çontinuous failure in Malaya, 
Singapore, and Burma. The idea that Gandhiji or the Çong- 
ress v^'ere pro-Japanese is.false and fantastic. This we haye 
also sho\vn in one of 'our' preyious chapter and again we 
hereby support the same on, the basis of yarious Cöngress 
resolutions and yiews of Gandhiji and ,Jawaharlalji as express- 
ed by them. The Government of India, to vilify the’Congress 
and Gandhiji, , issued. ,a commuriique through_ its Home 
Department, from Ne\v Delhi, on 5th August’ 42 just^on the 
eve, of, the memorable Bombay Session .of the A.l.C-.C. In 
ihiş. they have published, an unauthorised and ünauthentic 
record !of the Allahabad Meeting of the Congress VVorking 
•Committee ( held irom Aprii27th tö May .1, 42 ) which was 
recovered in a subsequent poliçe seai'ch of the A. I. C. .C’s 
Office., Gandhiji was not present at this meeting, but he 
sent, for the consideration'of the Wörking Committee, a draft 
resolution. Miraben \vho brought the "draft, explaihed ■how 
Gandhiji’s.rnind was working. The Committee "gave earnest 
and careful consideration to the draft. ' But as regards the 
authenticity of the ııötes of that meeting which were taken by 
the Assistanf Secretary of the A.I.C.C. and published in thİs 
.communique of the Government and also about the attitude 
• of Gandhiji tovvards Japan ete., we give belöw the ştatement 

of Jawahar Lal Nehru frbm Bombay on August 5th, 1942 : — 

“1 have just seen for the first time the Government’s 
communique issuing certain döcuments obtained . during a 
poliçe raid from the A. I. C. C. office. İt is astonishing to 
\vhat a pass the Government of India has been feduced when 
it has to adopt these dıscreditable and dishonourable tactics. 
Normally, such tactics require no ansvver. Bul as there is 
Ukeiy to be nıisapprehension, 1 wish to clear up some matters. 




* / 
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İtisnotourcustom tokcep detailed minutes of Worklng 
Committee»s meetîngs. Only final dccisions are recorded. 
On this occaslon, the assistant secretary took brief notes 
unofncially apparently for his o\vn record. These noies are 
very brief and disjointed and represent several days’ prolong- 
ed debate during which I must have spoken on various 
occasions for two or three hours. Only a fe\v sentences were, 
taken down and torn from their context. They often give a 
wrûng impression. None of us had a chance of seeing these 
notes or reyising them. The record is very unsatislactory 
and tncompıctc and hence often încorrect. 

\\r discussions, Mahatma Gandlıi \vas not present. 

\\ c had to consider evcry aspect of the question fully and 
to \veigh the ımplications o) \vords and phrases in the draft 
resolutions. If Uandhiji had been there, much of this 
dıscussıon mıglıt have been avoided as he could have e.\plain- 
ed to us his attitudc morc fully. 

Ttms whcn the ouestion of Brİtish withdra\val from Indİa 
was consıdcrcd. 1 pomted out that if the armed forces were 
fn.lı wıthdrawn, the Japanese might well advance and 
m\adc the country wıtlıout hindrance. l'he obvious diffıcullv 
was rcmoved \yhtn Gandhiji latcr e.vplaincd (hal Britbh 
and otlıcr armed forces mİght remain to prevent aggression. 

In regard to the statement that Gandhiji e.vpected an Axis 
yıctory, an ımportam quaUfıcation hns been omitted. \Vhai 

M ' l'"ve referred 10 is his 

bel cf that unlessBntaınchanges her \vhoIe policv in regard 

to İndm and her colonial possessions, she is heading for 
dısaster. Hehasfurther stated that if a suitable chance in 

‘"î'' •'"= för 

"‘tlı J^pon are also in- 
ndc n cntjrely torn from iheir contexi. Gandlıiji alvvays 

1 Corning into conflict. İle 

^ «lot only to keep away 

nrenîs'u^îlf'r,*'T 't"visagcd any arrage- 
Wlnt r.^y»r,rVT'‘^ r.Bİ,t of pass-age and otl.İr tl.inBs. 
ne ver n \ «■•'nt tl.is, but wu conld 

u.crmostrcsıstancetoaggresslon.» ^ 

suiement of Gandlıiji on 
u» commun.que w.th l|.s ansıvers to tlıc qucsîions put tolıinı 
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Flom Mr. Nelırıı lo Mr. Jinnalı. 

Dalecl Lııcknow, Januaıy 18. 1938. 

« 

Dear Mr. Jinnalı. 

I İlave reaci llıe slalemenl you issııed recently to • 
the press ıvillı çare. I anı afraid we approaclı llıe 
gııeslion from dilTering vieıvpoinls and I feel llıal your 
approaclı is not very lıelpfııl. Bul I enlirely agree willı 
you llıal an argumenl carried on llırough llıe nıedium 
of llıe press is not desirable. Indeed I had decided not 
to issue press stalemenis on llıe subjecl, bul afler your 
, Calcutta speeclı. in ıvhiclı you menlioned my name and 
issued some kind of a ‘ challenge ’ lo me, I fell llıal a 
pııblic slalemenl was unav.oidable. Hence my statement, 
in ıvliich I tried to avoid unnecessary controversy. 

You know perliaps llıal for some montlıs past I 
İlave been in correspondence wilh Nawab İsmail Khan 
on tbis subjecl and I have been anxious to find oui what 
the points of difference and agreement were. I anı 
afraid I do not know tlıis yet and your lasi statement 
does not help. I would feel grateful to you if you 
could kindly tlırow some light on tlıis and let me know 
what exactly are tlıe points in dispute wlıiclı reguire 
consideration. I think tlıis will lıelp us ali and lead 
to an avoidance of needless controversy. We can theıı 
come to grips ıvitlı llıe subjecl. As I have said in my 
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last statementj we are eager îo do everylhing in our 
.power to put an end to every misapprehension and lo 
endeavour to solve every problem that comes in the 
• of our developing our public life along right lines and 
promoting the unity and progress of the Indian people. 

I am leaving for Labore today. From there I go 
vto the Frontîer Province and retum to AUahşbad in 
about ten days’ time. Kindly address your reply to 
Allahabad. 

Yours sincerely, 

(5d.) Javtaharlal Neiiru. 

» 

From Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Neljru. 

Dated Bombay, Januaıy 25, 1938. 

Dear Pandil Jawahar]al, 

I am in receipt of youı lelter of Üıe 18dı January, 
1938. 

I must say that it is very diHicull for me lo undcr- 
sland it. I fail to see •wlıal you nıc driviııg at. It 
does not suggest any ııseful proposal of a coııcrete 
characler, besîdes reapproachîııg ınc and iııfonni/ıg me 
that ‘S\e approach the rjııcstion from difTerîng \iew- 
"points,” and you fıırther say, “ I fcel tliat your 
approach is not very helpful.’* You fıırlher ıcfer lo nıy 
CalcuUa speech and say, “ in ı^bich you menlioned my 
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■jıanıe and issııed soıne kind of a ‘ clıallenge ’ lo ine, I 
fell tlıal ihe public slalenıenl \vas unavoidable and lıence 
my staleınent.” Bul yon do not even now give me ihe 
jıurport of ıny speeclı, and wJıal ıv'as llıe ‘ clıallenge ’ 
•vvbicb compelled you lo say Avbal you did in your slale- 
ınenl wbicb you considered unavoidable. 

I know notbing aboul your being in correspondence 
Avitb Na^^■ab .İsmail Klıan referred lo in your letler. 

Finally I nole your request ibat I should lel you 
•luıow “ wbat exaclly are llıe points in dispule whiclı 
reguire consideration.” I am glad ibat you agree wilh 
me tlıal llıe arguments carried on ihrough llıe medium 
•of llıe press are nol desirable. Bul do you now tbink 
tlıal this ınatter can be discussed, ınuciı less solved, by 
and tlırouglı correspondence ? I am afraid tlıal is 
•equally undesirable. 

I may state for your information lliat I received a 

letler from Mr. Gandhi, dated tbe 19tlı Oot., 1937, and 
I replied lo him on llıe 5tlı November, ’37, and I am 
stili \vaiting to lıear from liim. 

I reciprocate tbe sentiments expressed in llıe last 
But one paragraph of your letler at tbe end of it. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 
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From Mr. Nehru to Mr. Jinnah. 

Dated Wardha, Februaıy 4, 1938.. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Your letler of the 25llı Januaıy reached AUahaLad. 
on February İst after I had lefl. It has been fonvarded 
to nıe here and reached me yesterday. 

I am sorry that my previous letler ^vas didicult to 
linderstand. My purpose in wrjling it \v'as, as I stated, 
to find out what our poinis of difference and agreeınent 
were. Presumably there are points of difference aS' 
you have repeatedly crilicised the Congress poltcy and 
practice. If these points of difference are noled don’» 
and our attention dravn to tlıem it ■\vouhî make iheir' 
consideratioH easier. It is possible tbai some of tlıeın 
may be due to misapprehension and ihis misapprehen* 
sion ınight be removed ; il is equally possible that some- 
are more fundamental and llıen we could try to find 
a ^vay out or, at any rate, know exactly hou’ and Avhcre 
we stand. Wlıen there is a conflict of opinİon, a clarî- 
ficalion of the opposing opinions is an esscnlial prcU- 
minaiy' to tlıeir consideration. 

I nıiglıt mentîon somc rclatlvcly minör mattcrfi 
vhich have apparenlly Icd to misapprclıension. In one- 
of your speeches you refcrrcd to i)eîng lold hy some- 
one ihat a cherıue for rupees five Inklıs \vas rcccntly. 



WITH MK. JINNAH 


81 


given to .tlıe Coııgress. I am not aware of tlıis and 
presıımably I oııghl to know. Indeed, to my knowledge^ 
no one has given even a clıeqııe for Rs. 5,000 to tlıe 
Coııgress for a considerable time. 

In tlıe same, or possibly anotlıer, speeclı yon 
referred to tlıe non-co-operation days and stated tliat 
ıvlıile tlıe Aligarlı University was forced to close down 
and many non-co-operated fronı it, not a single student 
ııoıı-co-operated from tlıe Benares University- As a 
matter of fact a veıy large nıımber of studeiıts did in 
fact non-co-operate fronı tlıe Benares University. As a 
resıılt of this a non-official university, tlıe Kaslıi Vidya- 
pitlıa, was establislıed in Benares, as also tlıe Gandlıi 
Aslıranı. Botlı of these stili exist. In tlıe same way 
the Janiia Millia canıe into existence in Aligarlı and 
this now flourislıes in Delhi. 

/ 

Yon have referred in your speeches to the Con- 
gress imposing Hindi-Hindnstani and trying to crush 
Urdu. I presııme yon \vere misinformed for I anı not 

aware of any attempt on the part of the Congress to 

0 

injure Urdu. Some time back I wrote an essay on 
“'Tlıe Question of Langıiage ” ıvhich represents, I be- 
lieve, the Congress vieıvpoint. It was approved by 
Mr. Gandhi and by many people unconnected ıvith the 
Congress and interested in the advancement of Urdu., 
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inciudîng Moulvi Abdul Huque, Secrelaıy, Anjunıan- 
e-Taraqqi-e-Uıdu of Hyderabad. I do not know if you 
bave come acıoss dıis essay. In any event I am askiiıg 
my office in Allababad to send you a copy. If you dis- 
agree ıvith the aıgument oı conciusions of tlıis essay, I 
shall he gıateful to lıave youı cıiticisms. 

I mîght mentıon llıal llıe Congıess Mini&try in 
Madras is endeavouung to intıoduce the study of 
Hinduslani ın the State scbools in the pıovince. They 
are having primeıs and texl*books pıepaıed especîally 
for tbe puıpose by the Jaraia Millio. These primers, 
€tc., aıe to be in two scrîpts—^Devanagıi and Uıdıı— 
but ın identical language, tbe students having tlıe option 
of script. 

I mentıon these instances to slıow Iıow mi«appre» 
lıensions aıise. Bul tlıe leal queslions at i&sue are morc 
important and il is in legard to tlıese ihat clarification 
is necessary. I presume you are acquainled ^vith the 
Congıess lesolutions and statenıcnls on minority and 
fundamenlal righis and ıcgaiding communal qucslk)ns. 
If you so wish it, I can Iıa\c tlıese sent lo you. I\Iany 
of tlıese iv ere collecled logetlıer in a comprehensi\c 
resoîulion passed by ihc Woıkİng Commîttcc in Caîcutla 
louards tlıo end of October 1937. Abonl the Communal 
A^vard the Congrcss position bas bccn rcpeatcdiy maile 
clear. 
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The Congress policy as laid down in tlıese resolu- 
tions may be incomplete or wrong. If so we slıall 
gladly coıısider suggestions to complete it or rectify il. 
Personally I do not see wlıat more can be done by tbe 
Congress regarding religious or cultural matters. As 
ior political (communal) questions, tlıe Communal 
Award, unsatisfactory as il is, bolds tbe field for tbe 
preseni and tili sucb time as it may be altered by mutual 
.agreement of tbe parties concerned. 

f 

In considering wider political questions, tbe 
'-Congress bas adhered to certain principles and policies 
for a number of years, though minör variations have 
taken place from time to time. Our preseni policy in 
tbe legislatures and outside was defined by a compre- 

Jıensive resolııtion passed by tbe Working Committee 

_ ^ 

-at Wardha last yearj I was very glad to find from 
Nawab İsmail Khan and Chowdhury Khaliquzzaman 
tbat tlıe U.P. Müslim League, or tbe U.P. Müslim League 
Parliam'entaıy Board, accepted this programme. Tlıis 
inciuded our objective of independence, our demand 
for a constit-uent assembly, our general attitude to tbe 
'Constitution Act, and tlıe Federation, and our methods 
of work inside and outside tbe legislature. It referred 
^Iso to our agrarian and labour progranımes. Tbııs 
illere appeared to'be a very large measure of agreement 
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between us ııot onîy in legaıd to fundamental», bul 
even regaıdmg many details. 

In vıew of ihis agıeemenl it diştiessed and suıpıised 
me to find that theıe was so mudi conflict. I 
İlave tııed, iherefoıe, to find oııt ^vlıat tlıîs confiicl is 
aboul. I do not see Iıow I can make anj pioposal, 
concrete oı vague, ıvhen I do not kno\v ^\lıat the poinb 
in issue aıe. It ıs tıııe ihal in leading your speeclıe» 
I have come across varions staîemenis to the elTect 
that the Congıess ıs tıyıng to eslablish Hindu ınj. I anı 
ıına'vvaıe of lıou thıs is beiııg done oı vho is doing il. 
If any Congıess Mınıslııes oı the Congıess oıganisation 
have made mıstakes, these should be poınted out to u». 

A leport of youı Calculla speech appeaıed in ılıt* 
neıvspapers at the time and is no doubl available to 
5*00 and foı me to gı\c yon a purport of it seenıed 
hardh necessaiy. In ihıs >ou State that you aıe fighl- 
ing the Congıess, that >o« are fighling the Congıe'»' 
leadeı&lıip ^\hıclı is nıisİeading the Hindtıs. Furlheı 
■jon ha\e said that you wanl to hring the Congress High 
Conınıand to ıls senses. May I suggest lliat tho«c ulıo 
are pıniîeged to advıse or lead ihc Congrc-s ha%c no 
desiıe to fight any Imd) exccpl Brilislı Inıpcriali»nı ? 
In any eveııt, if >^e mi-Icad or ınîs|)ciıa\c uc h.nc a 
right to cıupıire fıonı our crilics whcrc and hou ue 
lıa\c done so. 
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Furlher in yoıır Calcutla speech yoıı said : “ I lıa\e 
long long ago. ınontlıs ago no\\. lhro\vn oul a clıallenge 
lo Pandil Ja^vahaı■lal Nehru and I llırow oul a clıallenge 
noı\,—lel İlim come and sil ı\illı us and let us formu- 
lale a constructive prograınme ıshich ıvill give imme- 
-diate relief lo ihe poor.'* Il ıvas> to this ‘ clıallenge ’ 
tliat I referred in ıııy lasi leller. I do not remember 
•on ıvliiclı previous occasion you had issued a similar 
•clıallenge to nıe. 

It is alıvays helpful to discuss nıallers and probleıııs 
face to face and, as I lıave said previously, we are 
• ahvays glad to do so. A slıort ıvlıile ago yoıı met 
Maulana Abııl Kalanı Azad, one of oıır most respected 
leaders, tlıan ıvlıo tliere is no one better fitted to explain 
tlıe Coııgress vieıv-point in regard to tlıe miııorities 
problem or any otlıer matter. T'idıeııever ııecessity arises 
every one of us ıvill ıvillingly ıvelcome a talk. But 
eren suciı a talk is likely to be vague and infructuous 
if some clarification of ideas does not take place pre- 
vioıısly. Correspondence lıelps in this process and 
sometimes is even preferable as il İs more precise tlıan 
talk, I trust tlierefore tliat yoıı uull help in clarifying 
tlıe position by telling us wlıere we differ and îıow yoıı 
ıs'ould like this difFerence to end. You lıave also criti- 
'cised tlıe Coııgress in vigorous language, as you vere 
’iıo doubt eııtitled to do. But are ve not entitled to ask 
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you to subsianlîate those critİcîsms in prİvate at least^ 
if not in public ? 

I have inquiıed from Mı. Gandhi about your letler 
to hım dated tlıe 5th Novembeı, 1937. He received it 
in Calcutla when he \\as lying ili tlıeıe and he felt tlıat 
it needed no ansıver. Youı letleı had been in ansıveı 
to his and the matteı seemed to end tliere foı ihe lime 
being. He was good enough to show me his letteı and 
yours and ıt seemed to me tlıat no paıticnlaı leply ^\as 
called for. I lindeisland tlıat he wıole you yesteıday. 

I hope to be in Allahabad by the 9th Februarj’. 

Yours sinceıely, 
(5rf.) jA^AÎIARLATi NeHRU- 

Fıom Mi. Jinnah to Mr. Nehrıı. 

Dated New Delili, Fcbruarj 17, 1938, 
Dear Pandit Jaıvalıaılal, 

I am in leceipl of your letleı of llıe 4tlı February. 
You have now flung at me more complainis and 
gıievances of triflmg character. E\ıdently jou rclj on 
thal seclîon of the press ı>lıiclı îs bent on mi«rcprc«cnling 
and \ilifying me, bul I am glad thal }ou say I mcntîon 
tlıese instances to slıo\\ lıo\v misapprehensîon arises : 
‘but the rcal qııestion al î*!sue U more İmportanl and 
it U in rcgard to tlıî«! tlıat claıification i^ ncce««ar)%*^ 
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Tiıerefore I doıı t think any useful pıırpose will be 
served to carry on correspondence with regard to the 
various matters mentioııed in your letter. ' You will 
please not introdııce matters whiclı you may have 
discussed witlı Nawab İsmail Klıan or Chaudhry Khali- 
qıızzaman or any body else. Tlıese again wiU lead to 
references and cross references and the matter will never 
end. 

As regards my Calcutta speech, the word ‘ chal- 
lenge ’ is obviously due to the imagination of the 
reporter for the very context shows clearly that it was 
an invitation. However, the discııssion of ali tlıese 
matters in correspondence will lead us nowhere. I do 
not believe in the doctrine ıvlıich you lay down ‘ but 
are we not entitled to ask you to substantiate ali these 
criticisms in private at least, if not in public ’ : I for 
my part make no such distinction. I am prepared to 
substantiate an)"thing that I have said publicly, provided 
it is correctly reported. The crux of your letter on the 
real vital point of the Hindu-Muslim ımity is a repeti- 
tion of what you said in your previous letter, namely, 
that you -vvant me to note down ‘ the points of difference ’ 
and discuss them throiıgh and by means of correspon¬ 
dence—a method, ıvhich I made it clear in my last 
letter, is hîghly undesirable and most inappropriate. I 
ırelcome your suggestion when you say ‘ whenever 
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necessity aıises eveıy one of us uoııld \\îllingly -«elconıe 
a. talk.’ If you think that ııecessity Iıas alisen and any 
one of you is "ivilling, 1 sball be glad to see you and 
■equally ıvelcome a talk. Tlıe thing is that you pıefer 
talking at each otheı uheıeas I pıefer taîkîng to eaclı 
otheı. Suıely you know and you oııght to knou uhat 
uıe the fundamental points in dispute. 

I Iıave leceîved a lelleı fıom Mı. Gandhi and I 
have leplıed to hini, a copy of ıvliich I am enclosing 
heıewilh. 

Youıs sinceıely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 

From Mr, Nehıu to Mı, Jinnah. 

Dated Bombay, Febniary 25, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Yoıu leiteı of ihe 17llı Fchıuaıy leaclıed me .ıt 
Haıipuıa. I had no inlenlion of flinging any conıplaints 
and grievances at you. In ıny atlemjıt to find out uhat 
youı conıplaints \seie î ıcad youı spceches ıcporled 
in tlıe nenspapers (usually hy a new« agency) and notcıl 
down some of the points on ^lîıich you had laîd slrcss. 
I am glad to knon that you ba\c bcen mî«reporled İnil 
you Iıa\c not poîntcd out vlıcie tlıc mi-repıc-entalion 
comes in nor, ^o fai as I knou, ha\e you î«isucd any 
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statemeııt to ihe press correcting llıe misrepresentation. 
May I suggesl Üiat it Avili be worlIı wlıile to correct these 
eiTors so that tlıe pııİJİic might not be misled. A clear 
and aııthoritative statemeııt from yon will lıelp us also 
in understanding ıvliat yon stand for and what you ob- 
ject to. 

I note that you do not wish me to introduce in our 
coı-respondence any matters whiclı we may have dis- 
cussed ıvitlı Naıvalı İsmail Khan or Choıvdhr)'^ Khali- 
quazzaman. I did not know that they represented any 
different view-point from yours. I tlıoııglıt it necessary 
to draw your attention to tlıe repeated attenıtps I have 
been making to find out \vliat tlıe political and com- 
munal policy of tlıe Muslini League is and wlıerein it 
'differs from that of the Congress. You will remember 
saying last year that the Müslim League had an entirely 
different policy even on political matters from that of 
the Congress. Since then the League has changed its 
objective and its economic outlook and has thus 
approached nearer to the Congress. I anı anxious to 
find out ıvhat the real meaning of these changes is. 
Without tlıis clarification it is difficult for us to uiıder- 
stand the present position. 

You say that 3^11 do not believe in the doctrine 
that I lay down, namel}’^ : “ but are we not entitled to 
-ask you to substantiate ali these criticisms in private 
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al leasi, if not in public.” Further yon say that for 
your part you make no sucK distinction and ave prepared 
to sııbsinliate anythîng thal you have said publicly, pro- 
vîded it is correctly reporled. If you will read my 
sentence again you wîll no doubt obseiTe tliat T lıave- 
nowhere laid don’n any such doctrîne as you imaline.. 
I ^vould indeed \veîcome a public treatment by you of tbe- 
criticisms made by you. But if you yourself n’ere‘ 
unwilling to wrile to tbe press on tlıe subject, as yoıt 
indîcated in your letter, I pul il to you timt n'c are'at 
least entitled to request you to subsiantiale tlıe eriticisin 
in private. 

If you bave made no criticisms of tbe Congress, 
and tbe press reporis are enlirely wrong, tlıen of course' 
no gueslion of subsianlialion arises. Ali tliat need be 
done is to contradict tbe press reporis. But if critîcismS’ 
lıave been made, as presıımably ıbey lıave been, ibeiı I 
wouId request you to juslify ibem publicly or privately 
as you mighl clıoose. Personally I would prefer tbe 
former metbod. 

I am afraid I must confess tbal I do not yel kno’A' 
ıvliat tbe furuîamental points of dîspute arc. Il is for 
tbîs reason tbat I lıave been requesling you to clarify 
them. So far I bave nol receîved any belp in tlıis 
direclion. Of course we slıal! wi!lingly meet you tvben- 
ever opportunîly arises. Our Presîdenl. Sulıbas 
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Clıandra Bose, or Maniana Abııl Kalanı Azad or I or 
any otlıer member of tlıe Woı-king Committee can meet 
you at a sııitable opportımîty. 

But 'vvlıen we meet what are \ve to discuss ? Res-- 
poıısible people witlı organisations behind tlıem can- 
liardly discuss anytliing in tbe air. Some clarificatioıı 
of tlıe issues, some clear statement of what is wanted 
and ıdiat is objected to, is always desirable, otherwise- 
we ma}’’ not come to grips witlı tlıe subject. You wiir 
remember tlıe argument about "vvlıat transpired at Delili’ 
in 1935 bet^veen you and Babu Rajendra Prasad. There 
has even been a difference of opinion about tlıe facts. 
It would be unfortunate if we repeated this performance 
and then argued about ît later. 

It is thus higlıly desirable for us to define tbe- 
issues first. This is also necessary as we have ahvays 
to consult many colleagues in regard to any nıatter 
affecting Congress policy. There is sıırely nothing 
undesirable or inappropriate about this defining of 
issues by correspondence. It is the usual method 
adopted between individuals and organisations. Ma}’“ 
I therefore beg of you to enlighten me ? 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) Jawaharlal Nehrü- 
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Flom Mı. Jinualî to Mı. Nehıu. ^ 

Dated Neıv Delhi, 3ı d Maıch, 1938. 
Deaı Pandit Ja'ivaharlal, ^ 

I am in leceipt of youı letteı of tlıe 25th Febıuaıy. 
I legıet lo find the same spiril lunning thıough of nıaking 
insinuations and înnuendoe» and laîsîng ali soıts of 
malteıs of tıiflıng chaıacleı ıvlıîch aıe not gennane to 
Olu pıesent »ubject uitlı \\liicli you staited, namely, how 
to fınd the hasis of appıoach lo the ınost vilal and 
pıoıninent questıon of Hindu*Muslim unity. You uiıul 
up your letteı by ın&İ!»ting upoıı the couıse timt I slıould 
foıınulate the points in dispıite and subnıit to you for 
yom consideıation and Uıen caiıy on coue»pomIeııce 
Avith you. Tlıis meılıod, I bave aheady slated in my 
coıisideıed opinion, ıs ıınde^^iıable and inappıo])iialc. 
The melhod you ııısist upoıı ıııaybe appıopıiate bet«ec»ı 
tuo litîgants and that is folloned by solicİtors. on Iıelınlf 
of theiı clıentb, but nalional issue& cannol be ^cltled 
İlke that. 

WIıen 50 u ^ay ‘(hal I am afıaid T ımı-'t confc^s 
tlıal I do nol kno^^ ^^hal fundanıcnt<ıl points in disjnUo 
aıe’ I am only aınazed al }ouı ignmanre. Tbîs malter 
lıa" been tackIed since 3925 lîgbl ııpto 1935 l>y lb(‘ 
nıO'>l proniincnt leadeis iıı the connin and -o far no 
soîutîon has been found. I \\ould bcg 0 / 5011 to •‘ludy' 
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il am! do not lako uj) a selfcoınjdafTnl allilıule and if 

vou arc iiî carnc^l î don’t ihink voıı will find ınuciı 
• • 

diflicnlly in n'aiizinı: wlıat llu* main poinis in dispnlc arc, 

iıecauso tlıov lıavo I) 0 (mi conslantlv ınnntioncfi hotlı in ihc 

• « 

pi'oss and puldic plalform ('V(‘n \cıy reconlly. 

Yours sinccTclv. 

{Sd.) ]\T. A. .TıxxAn. 


Fronı Mr. rSclıın to Mr. Jinnalı. 


Dated Allahahad. Marciı 8. ]938. 


Dcar Mr. Jinnalı. 


Thank von for vonr letler of Marciı 3rd. I am 
afraid our letler': to eaeiı ollıeı- repeat lUemselves. T 
go one rerpıesling yon to lell ns Mıal cxaclly are tlıe 
poinis in dispııle ^s•hiclı have to he discusscd and yon 
go on insisting ihal llıis should nol he done hy corres- 
pondence. At tlıe same lime yon have poinicd oııl llıal 
ihe main' poinis in dispııle lıavö heen conslanlly, and 
very recenlly. discnssed in llıc press and puhlic plat¬ 
form. I have carefully folimved press slalements and 
yoıır puhlic speeches. In my elTorl lo discover these 
poinis of dispııle I eniımerated some of tlıe’criticisms 
Avhich yon were reporled lo have made in puhlic 
speeches. In your reply yon staled that you were mis- 
reported, but you did not say ıvhat ihe correcl report 
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should have been. Fmilıeı you said thal tlıese weıe 
ıııinoı and üifling matteiö, bul again you did not point 
‘Out what tlje ınajoı matteıs ıveıe. You will perceive 
any difficulty. I hope I am not making any insinuation» 
'Ol inııuendoes, as you suggesl in youı last letteı. Ceı* 
tainly ıt is not my intentîon to do so, noı lo raise Uifling 
matteıs ıvhich aıe not geımane to ibe pıesenl subjecl. 
But what aıe tbese nıalteı& ıvliîcb aıe geımane ? It 
may be that I am dense or not suifidently acguamted 
wıth the ıntıicacies of the pıobleın. If so I deseiTe to 
be enlıghtened. If you ıvıll lefeı me lo any leceııt 
statement ınade ııı tlıe pıess oı platfoım uJtic)) ıvİll Iıelp 
me in undeistanding, I slıall be gıatefuk 

It is not my desiıe, may I lepeat, lo caiıy on a 
«oonlıoveısy by coııespondeııce, bul only to fınd out \\lial 
tlıe main points of dıscussıon and dispule aıe. It is 
suıely usual foı national issucs to be fonnulaled and 
claıified in tbıs uay to facılılale discussion. Botlı in 
national and inte 171 ation. 1 l matteıs ive are frequenlly 
adopting tlıis couı&e. 

You aıe perfectly ııgbt in saying timt tbis maltcr 
bas been tacUed since 1925 ıcpealediy. Do )o« not 
think ibat tlıis veıy liislory uaın» us not to appronch 
it in a \ague manneı ıvîlbout cleaı ideas as to ıvbat \\c 
objecl to and ıvlıal ne naiıl ? Apart from tlıİ», nıuch 
'bas Iiappened dııring ibe-c pa«t fcw >ear^ vvbicb bas 



eaclı and cverythîng. The poliçe \vas cmpo\vcrcd to apply 
them as they pleased. The Congress was dcclared unlavviul. 
Ail its offıces \vcre laken över forcible j-)ossessiûn by thc poliçe. 
Ali ils property \vas forfeited. Even those institutions v’hich 
\vere İndircctly supposed lo be conneeted \vilh Ihe Congress 
\vcre capturcd such as Kijadi Bhandars and Ashrams which 
vere mcrely commercial, or ihdusirial or cducalional concerns. 
Non-violence \vas put to so scrious a test that its pursuance 
itself became a violcncc. The Government with ali ıhcir 


previous expe.riences of Gandhiji‘s movements became more 
daring for perpelrating barLarities. They [danned ver)' 
dexlrously to kidnap leaders and \vorkcrs beförc actually they 
could rise from their beds on the morning of the 9th Aug., 
1942. The fırst siglıt to the Congressman \vas the poliçe at 
the early hours of thc 9th August morning. After the arrests, 
the poliçe vvith thc hclp of the milltary and arms started the 
w»ork of simply crushing the people as: in a frenzy. The 
sanetity of human life was nö more. There \vas a wanton 
dance of poliçe goondaism and excesses. Bm ali that the 
poliçe and military did was uniform, organised and under the 
direct cohtrol of the entire British Enreaucratic machinery 
in India. . . 


The people \vere ali unorganised, undisciplined and with* 
out any leadership. They were actually aaiıass of cro\vd and 
gathered together in a very natural and innocent manner 
every\vhere in the citics and to\vns as they hcard. of the 
general ari'est of their beloved leaders. Their mentality was 
truely fitting to their character and nature: that is of an 
unorganised cro\vd vvhich is excessively emotional, impulsive, 
ficide, inconsistent, irresolute, extrerae in aetion, displaying 
only the coarser. emotions and the less refined sentiments, 
careless in deliberation, hasty in' judgment, • incapable of any 
but the crudest reasoning; easily svvayed and led and lacking 
in self*consciousness:and confidence. Such cro\vds gathered 
’ everyvvhere stili they exhibited extraordinary sense of disch 
pline and non-violence. ItNvasall düe to Gandhiji and'the 
câuse he represented, tili men, as they were, could be excited 
to resist and resist tili death. ■ What actually the people did 
can be very correctly cömpared with the pricking of nalls or 
teeth by a pigmy faced vvith- imminent end of his. life in the 
cruel grip of a giant. = But the Government got the desired 
chance of firing, and fired indiscriminately on the people in the 
cities and villages, vvithout any regard for age or sex. When 
the people retorted by pefsuinğ tlıeir peaceful demonstrations 
they vvere faced vvith stili greater severity and strength. Thus 
vvell-planned and very vvell organised.violence of the Govern¬ 
ment, vvaspraetised onhhe.unarmed and npn-violent people of 
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As legaıd» llıe Communal Auaıd ihe posılion of 
llıe Congıess has heen clan/ied If ıt ıs yom deaiıe 
lo dıscuss ihıs malter, I should Iike to kno%\ 

As legaıds lelıgıous and cııltural guaıantee^î, tlıe 
Congıess has gıven as fiili as&uıances and guaıantees 
as ıs possıble If ho\\eveı any otheı guarantee» aıe 
consıdeıed necessaiy, they should be mentıoned Ahonl 
one of the questıons wlııch yon ha\e lefeııed lo ın yom 
speeches, the Language queslıon I ln\e ^^nUen to ■\o\ı 
pıevıouslt and seni yon m> brocîmre 1 îınst tlnt jon 
agreed iMllı ıt< nıaın conciusions 

Aıe ive goıng to dı«cuss llıe«e nnlteıs or «ome 
olheiB \\hich I have not mentıoned ahoıe Then agun 
the b'îckgıound of ali sııch dıscnssıons must ııeces«;Tnl) 
he a ceıtam polılıcal and economıc one—om «trııgglc 
for ındependence, oıu antı ımpernlısm om mctlıod« 
of dııect aclıon ıvheneıcr nccescaıy, om antı ıvar polıc), 
om altenıpt to lemoıe llıe expIoıl‘itıon of dıe nn'^'-C" 
agıanan aml labom problem*', and tlıe lıkc T tıkt 
İt tlnt ıvılh the rc oııentntıon of llıe Mıi'slını I cıgııc*- 
polıcy theıe ıvıll not he an> greıt dıfTeıeııce legııdıng 
ihıs antı ımpernlibl hıckgoımul 

^on \\ıU forgue nıc foı repentıng mi'-clf ın tlıe-e 
lellcıs and for sıjıng ihc «aıne thıııpH oıer and oıcr 
agıın I do «o hecnı«e I am kecniı de-ırou*» of )onr 
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appreciating my viewpoinL wlnch I believe is also tlıe 
viewpoint of my colleagues in the Congress. I have no 
desire to take up yoıu* time and to spend my time in 
\vTİting long letlers. But my mind demands clarity 
before it can fımction effectivel)’’ or lliink in terms of 
any action. Vagueness or an avoidance of real issııes 
cannot lead to satisfaclory results. It does seem strange 
to me tliat in spite of my repeated regııests I am not told 
wlıat issues bave to be discussed. 

I understand tbat Gandhiji has already written to 
yon expressing his readiness to have a talk with you. 
I am not now the Congress President and thus have not 
the same representative capacity, but if I can be of any 
help in this matler my Services are at the disposal of 
the Congress and I shall gladly meet you and discuss 
these matters with you. 

I Yours sincerely, 

( Sd .) Jawaharlal Nehru. 

From Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Nehru.- 

Dated New Delhi, 17th March, 1938, 

I 

Dear Pandit Jawaharlal, 

I have received your letter of the 8th of March, 
1938. Your first letter of the 18th of January, conveyed 

k 

to me that you desire to know the points in dispute for 

♦ 

• ♦ 
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the purpose of promotıng Hindu-Muslim unıty. When 
in reply I said that the subject-matter cannot be solved 
through coırespondence and ît was egually undesirable 
as discussing matteıs in the pıess, you in your leply 
of the 4th of February, formulated a catalogue of 
grievances with regaid lo my supposed criticism of the 
Congress and utterances which are haidly relevant to 
the question for our immedîate consideration. You ^veııt 
on persisling on the same line and you are stili of 
opînion that those matteıs, allhough not germane to the 
present subject, should be further discussed, ^vhîch I 
do not propose to do as I have already exp]ained to you 
jn my prevjous letter. 

Tlıe guestion with ivhiclı \\e started, as I underslood, 
is of safeguaıdıng the righis and the interesis of the 
Mussalmans ıvıtlı regard lo tlıeir religion, cullure, 
language, peısonal laıvs and polilîcal rights in the 
natîonal life, the goveınment and tlıe administıation of 
the country. Vaıîoııs suggeslions have been made ıvlıîclı 
nili satisfy the Mussalmans and create a sense of sccıı- 
rîly and eonfidence in tlıe majority community. I am 
£u.îî«:i%<ıd \\Uen say io. youv IcUcc uudec tcply, But 

ishal are these matters ıvhîclı are gemınne. It nıay he 
that I am dense or not snlficîenlly flcquaînted nith ihe 
inlricacies of the problem. If <o, I dc-^ene to be cniîght* 
ened. If >ou ıvİll refer mc lo any recent stnlement nıadc 
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liıı tlıe press -or platform Avhiclı will lıelp me in ımder- 
•.standing, I slıall be grateful.” Perhaps yon bave heard 
.of the Fourteen Points. 

Next, as you say, “ Apart from this mudi has 

'lıappeııed dııring tlıese past few years whidı has altered 

-the position.” Yes, I agree with you, and various sug- 

gestions have appeared in the.newspapers recentiy. For 

instan'ce, if you ıvîll refer to tlıe Statesman, dated the 

12tlı of Fehruary, 1938, tliere appears an article mıder 

■tlıe lıeading “ Througlı Muslini Eyes ” (copy enclosed 

for your -conveıiience). Next, an article in tlıe New 

'Times, dated the İst of Marciı, 1938, dealing with your 

•pronouncement recentiy made, I believe, at Haripura 

# 

sessions of tlıe Congress, where you are reported to have 
■^said : 

“ I 'have examined tlıis so-called communal ques- 
tion through the telescope, and if there is nothing 
ıvliat can you see.” 

'This article in the Neıv Times appeared on the İst of 
March, 1938, making numerous suggestions (copy en- 
»closed for your‘convenience). Further you ıııust have 
■seen Mr. Aney’s interview where he wanıed the Con¬ 
gress menfioning some of tlıe points which the Muslini 
League would demand. 

Noav, this is enough to show to you that various 
•.suggestions that have been made, or are likely to be 
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made, or aıe expected to be mad^^ will ha\e to be* 
analysed and ultimately I consîder it is the duty of e'>evy 
tıue nationalîst, to whiche\er party or communîty he 
may belong to make it his business aııtf examine the 
sıtuation and bring about a pact belueen tîıe hlııssal- 
mans and the Hîndııs and creale a real United fıonl; 
and it shoııld be as much yom anxîely and dııly as it is 
mine, irrespective of the question of the paıly oı the 
communîty to nhich ne belong. But if you desiıe that 
I should collect all tlıe«e suggeslions and submit to )oıı 
as a pelitîoneı for >ou and yom colleagues to con«ider, 
I am afraid I can’t do ıt nor can I do it forlhe puıpo^e 
of caıryıng on furtheı conespondence ^^Jth legaıd lo 
those ^ anons poınls ^vıdı you. But if you' stili in-isi 
upon that, as you seem lo do so \\hen yon say in )onr 
letter, “ My mmd demands clarity before it can funcliou 
effeclnel) oı (hınk in teims of any aciîon. VagnenP''S 
or an a\oıdance of real issues could not lead to ■'nli— 
factoıj result*;. It doe» seem sirange to mc ihal in spîte 
of nı> lepeated reqııest« I am not told ^vbat issues ha\e 
to be discussed.’* Thıs ıs lıardly a correct de«crİptİon 
Ol a fan representation ; bul in that casc I ıvonld rct|ur‘^l 
you to ask the Congre«*' oflicially to conımunİcate uith 
ine to that efTecl, and I «hali place ihc mattcr hcforc ll>e 
Council of the All-India Müslim Leaguc i a*' )on )onr'- 
self saj that }oıı are “no! the Congrc^s Prcsİdcnl ntıd 
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ıtlıus İlave nol tlıe same represenlalive capacîly but if I 
'Caiî of any lıelp in this nıatler my Services are at tlıe 
-disposal of ihe Congress and I slıall gladly meet yon 
.and discuss these matters witlı you.” As to meeting 
yon and discussing matters \vith you, I need lıardly say 
uliat I slıall be pleased to do so. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 

Extract from tlıe Statesmaıı, New Delhi Edition. 

Dated tlıe 12tlı Februaıy, 1938/ 

THROUGH, MÜSLİM EYES 

By Ain-el-Mulk 

/ 

Pandit Jawalıarlal Nelıru’s Bombay statement of 
January 2 on the Hindu-Moslem question has produced 
Iiopeful reactioııs and tlıe stage bas been set for a talk 
betıveen tlıe leaders of what, for tlıe sake of convenience, 
nıay be described as Hindu India and Moslem India. 
AYhetlıer the Jinnalı-Jawalıarlal talks will produce in 
1938 better results tlıan tlıe Jinnalı-Prasad talks did in 
1935 is yet to be seen. Too much optimism would not, 
however, be justified. The Pandit, by way of annotating 
dıis Bombay statement while addressing tlıe U, P. dele- 
fgates for Haripura at Lucknow, at the end of January,, 
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emphatically asserled tîıal m no case wouId Congress 
“ give up ils principles.” That was not a bopeful State- 
luent becaııse any acceplable lormula oı pact tliat may 
be evolved by tbe leadeıs of tlıe Congress and tlıe- 
League wouId, one may guess, învolve tlıe acguîescence 
of tlıe Congress in sepaıale electoıales (at least for a 
certain peıiod), coalition mmistries, recognîtîon of tlıe 
League as tlıe one aulliontalive and representative orga- 
nizalıon of Indian Moslems, modiHcation of its attitude 
on tbe queslıon of Hindi and ils scripl scrapping of 
Bande Mataram altogellıeı, and possibly a redesigning 
of tbe tıi-colour flag or at least agıeeing to gîve tlıe flng 
of tbe League an equal imporlance. It is possible timt 
with a littie statesmanslıip on bolh sides agıeemenl can 
be reaclıed on ali llıe«ie points wilhout any infrıngemenl 
of tbe princıples of eîlheı, bul ibe gıeatest obsiacle îo 
a satisjactory solulion uould stili remaîn»—in tlıe sliape 
of tlıe communalists of ihe MaUasabha, and tlıe Trrccon- 
cilables of Bengal, ali of \\hom arc not of tbe Maba- 
sabba alone. The right of tbe Congress to speak. in tlıc 
name of Hîndus has bcen openly challcııged and ev en 
tUe Jinnah-Prasad formuln \\hich did not satı^fy tlıe 
Moslems—and nothing on thc lines of vvlıiclı uovv 
likeîy to salisfy them—has heen %ehcmcnlly dcnounced 
by ihe Bengal Provîncial Confcrence lıeld al Vî«!mupur 
Tccently passed no exlıemelj communal resoîutîon. and 
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that tlıe latest utterances of the Congress President-elecü 
on the communal situatîon generally and the Jinnah- 
Prasad formula in particular show some restraint. The 
only thing for Moslems to do in the circumstances is tO' 
wait and hope for the best, without relaxing their efForts 
to add daily to the strength of the League, for it will 
not do to forget that it is the growing power and repre- 
sentative characler of tlıe Müslim League which has- 
compelled Congress leaders to recognize the necessity 
for an linderstanding with the Moslem community. 

Extract from the New Times, Lahore. 

Dated the İst March, 1938. 
THE COMMUNAL QUESTION 

In its last session at Haripura, the Indian National 
Congress passed a resolution for assuring minorities of 
their religious and cultural rights. The resolution was 
moved by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and ıvas carried. 
The speech ıvhich Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru made on 
this occasion \vas as had as any speech could be. If 
the resolution has to be judged in the light of that speech, 
then it comes to this that the resolution has heen passed 
not in any spirit of seriousness, but merely as a meaning- 
less assurance to salisfy tlıe foolish minorities who are 
clamouring “ for the satisfaction of the communal prob- 
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lem.” Mı. Jawahaılal Nehra proceeded op ll\e hasis 
that tilere was leally no comtnunal que5tion. We slıould 
like to leproduce the üenchant manner in ııhich he put 
foı\vard the pıoposilion. He said : “ I haıe exanıined 
the so called communal gnestion through the teleocope 
and, if theıe ıs nothıng, nhal can you see.” It appears 
to us that İt ıs the heîght of dıslıonesty to nıove a reso- 
lution wıth theae pıemises. If tliere is no minority 
questıon, ırhy pioceed to pass a lesolutıon ? Why not 
5tale that theıe is no minority questîon. Tlıis is not the 
fîıst time that Pandît Jaıvahaılal Nehıu has expre5sed 
his complete inabilily to understand or see the communal 
question. When leplyıng to a slaiemenl of Mr. Jinnah, 
he leîteıaied his conviclioıı Üıat in spite of lıis hest 
•endeavouı to undeislaııd whal Mı. Jinnah wanted, he 
could not get at ıvhat he nanled. He seems lo think 
that wilh the Communal Aıvard ıvhich tlıe Congıes» }ıas> 
■opposed, the seals in llıe Lcgıslatuıe ha\e Jıeconıe 
assured and ııoiı nothing remains to be done. He ıcpents 
the ofFensive statement that the Communal A^^aıd is 
merely a problem cıeated by the middle or upper cîasses 
for the sake of a few seals in ihe Legislalure or appoînt» 
ments îu Goveıcımeul service or foı Ministecial po»i* 
lions. We should like to teli Paıulit Ja\\aharlal Nelırtı 
llıal he Ims completely misımderslood tlıe position of 
ihe Müslim minority and il is a mnticr of inten'c paîn 
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of Auffüst, 1942, and thereafter the work ,of cotıtınued 

from-day to day on an increasing scale till.the number of 
arrests reached över a lakh.by the end of September 42, Ali 

Congress and alUed organisations Avere declared;unla^tul> 
Tlieir. offices and property were forfeited and^forcıbly taken 
possesslon of. Ali publiç meetihgs .and processıor^ 
Avere prohibited. Strongest . restrictions were placed 
on the- büblication of news and - vLe\vs ın • the newspa- 

pers. Over 90 nationalist newspapers ceased pubhcations 

-and others \vere publishing nevvs and view.s only anthorısed 
by the Government. Mr. S. A. .B.relvi, m his speech_ as the 
Ghairman of the 3rd Session of Ali İndia Neıvspapers Edıtors 

Conference at Madras, summarised thıs as below . _ • 

: -‘‘The Press in İndia \vas confronted wıth a great ciısıs 
when' the. Government sought to control, muzzle^and 
hümiliate it in. a manner familiarized to us ,by tlıe İS azış 

and the Fascists. ^ 

“A number of newspapers. has been. suppressed or Imü 

.suspended publication as a result of the ne w restrıctıon^_o^ 

the manner in tvhich they. vvere apphed. The^most hai mful 

use made of these restrictions Avas to deny pubhcıty to State 

ments and reports suppprting the İndian demand for freedonı 

and legicimate political: activity. j-- „ 

“Government suppressed ali news reprdıng Prof. 
Bhansali’s fast and. imposed draconian restrictions on the 
publication of ne\vs and .comments about Gandhıjı s iast. 
Bhansali \vas neither a detenu nor a prısoner. Asatıee 

Citizen he. \v a s entitled to undertake a fast. . y 

“The most obnoxious feature of the .executıve hıgh- 

handedness Avas that the pains and penalties of the 
of İndia Rules were repuisitioned to prevent the Press even 

from informing the public that it had been gagged. _ 

CurfeAV Orders \vere promulgated in the citıp and were 
.observed very cruelly. Ali attempts of the people, l^ojever, 
.peaceful and non.violent, to.take out processions and hold 
public meetings were, strongiy and brutally foıled by the poliçe 
.and the military. The use of tear-gas, lathı-clwrges and hrıngs 
Avas resorted to freely and indiscriminately. The very fii J day 
on 9th August fıring was done at Bombay, Ahmedabad and 
Pooha. Thereafter the business of firıng became the order 
of the day. Most of the big cities. .tOAvns, and even vrUages 

had a taste of firing done indiscriminately and wantonly. Ali 

these suffocating restrictions and deprİATing of the people , f 

ali their legitimate and peaceful civic rights besıdes excıtınt, 
and provocating treatment of the individual .Government 
Officials, particularly of poliçe and the ıj^^^ary, could Aiot 

be tolerated by the people lying donm. Ali thıs acted and 
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reacted on the people very strongly. Their first action ;was 
the direct outcome of the general and whole-sale arrests 
which wüs nothtng else but observance of peaceful Hartals 
and attempt to take out peaceful processions and to hold mass 
public meeiings. But they \vere not allowed even todothis 
and were violently and forcibly compelled to- desist from 
taking out processions and holding meetings. In the attempts 
of dispersing the non-violent and peaceful crûwds of the 
innocent people, who came out to express their feelings on 
the arrests of their leaders, the poliçe hnd mllitary used their 

utmost force of violence by resorting • to the use of tear-<Tas 

free-lathi-charges and firing. At this the people felt compell- 
ed and provoked to perslst in their attempts with greater 
resistance. Acts of vıolence on the part of the people \vere 
the result of the provocation and excitement caused to them 
by the Government. The subsequent incidents shaping like 
tne general movement in the country wcre the "natural and 
^ntaneous outbursts” of the people on the doings öf the 
Güvernmenl. Thıs contention İs prov'ed by the facts whtch 
««eptcd rather published by the Government 
ıtself. The ınference drawn by the Government from the 
tacts and happenings ıhat this contention İs "countered'’ is 
absoltuely wr^g and docs net stand to reason and facts. 

hile the Government took the olTcnslve as againsf the 
contempiated movement by tlıe Congress and Gandltiji 

dıctum and policy that "the most effective 
dcfcnce ıstotakcthcofîcnsivcfırst.’' The people wcre ieft 

defmite programme and instruetions 
hcnce they dıd what struck them feasiblc and possible at the 

and thus wcre drıven to such acts which they would have 

do in the ordinary circumstances. 
Tedvp Tl? ""doubted^ most excited and most 

ra to^oTo Clash started from the cities and then it procced- 
ed to the towns and vıllages. The conditions and circums- 
tances. as were crcated by the sudden oflensive of the 

similar, tlıe reaction was also 
s mılar llıroughoui the country. The people's objeets of 
altack u-erc the poliçe stations. RIy. stations and nther 
Go>crnmcnt Oftıces bcsidvs cutting of Telegraph \Vires 
burnmgof IcUcr.boxcs and tempering with tli permanent’ 

? country.ıvidc scâle, of courso 

ın Mme parts İt was done more widely and intcnsclv than 

"ui: ?orr *■ ' diso^anis'ed nnS 

S?!. Tl { traınıng and even cxpert advice or 

hfrh>. The damage done to ıhe Government property 
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under aboye lıeadş was almost nominal as compared to 
size and extent of the Country and the excitement in 
the people.» This şho\vs. and clearly proves that there 
were absolutely no preparations, no pre*planning 
and no pre-arrângements. Ali what was done was 
at the spur of the moment and by the mobs either consisting 
of the villagers or the students. No ddubt as the people as 
a whole were tired of the British. rule and its policy in İndia 
so they desired to paralyse the administration but certainly 
they had kbsolutely no preparation for it and had no equip- 
ment, implements, instruments and armament. They ran 
a different race in a hap-hazard manner as they were provoked 
to do so by the Government and its revolt-exçiting and 
blood-boiUng policy. It was ali done in a blind manner 
with a sheer force of. number, excitement and sentiment but 
certainly not undef any well-guided İeadership, plan, or 
policy. İt \vas no movement, no strategy, no warfare and 
no organised ' action of any şort, violent or non-violent. It 
•vvas merely the resultant of a "Spontaneous oütburst” of 
the suppressed people ona highly exciting proyocation and 
shock given by the Government through .their -policy and 
conduct. The responsibility for ali this primarily, directly 
and largely rests on the Government of İndia. . • 

We quote belo\v, the facts and: figures supplled. by the 
Government themselves about their alleged losses .by the 
people in the whble of İndia and throughout the uprising or 
so called disturbances :— : 


Losses of the Government 


. t 


A—PROPERTY 

* 

I—Railways 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 


Rolling Stock 

Track , ; ■ 

Ştatiop buildings 
Âncilliary Eqüipment. 


Rs. 18 lakhs. 
9 

. .. 8 §. 

. 
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Rs. 42 lakhs. 


• * 




The makimüm' destruction was done tö the; E.l.R. mnd 
B. & N.W.R., the replacement and' recönstructioiı of■ the 
former will cöst' oVer Rs. 12 . lakhs and bf -Üle latter över 
Rs. 14 lakhs. By the end of December 1942^ 318 Stations 
were attacked, many were bürnt and others were Avholly 
or partially destroyed. There were 59 de'railments, involv- 
ing manv passenger trains, "Oüt of ali, 3 were bad cases ih 
\vhich 27 persons were killed and 112 injured. öf course 
all of them'were Ihdiâns,’ Besides theröTyere late'trainş 
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or no trains at airuptill November \vhen normai traf'Mc 
«•as resumed. 

H—Post Offlces ■ ' ' 

• • 4 ^ • 

895 post offices raided, 57‘completeİy destroyed and 252 
seriously damaged. 

(a) Loss of Cash ete. about Rs. 2 lakhs. 

(b) Loss of forniture ete. 1 


Rs. 3 lakhs. 

IIÎ—Treasury 

Treasury looted at Ram Teli (C.P.) Rs. S^-laklıs. 

Thus we take İn round figures. The hetual losses of 

the Government in their o\vn \vords were of about Rs. 50/* 

lakhs maxtmum. . ' 

% 

LİFE ; . 

I. 53 Government servants wcre Wlled. 

II. As.rcgards İnjuries sustained by the Government 
servants no definite figüre is mentioncd by the Government. 

Besıdcs the a!wve figures follovving are the salient facts 
as reporied by the Government about the activiıies-of the 
pcoplc dunng thts uprising, revolt or disturbance, cali it as 
you plcase 

I-GENERAL 

‘•A crowd varying from 500 to 10.000 marehed upon a 

®^ Office or a raiKvay station attacking 
offıcmls. destroyıng records and in many cases setting 
buddıngs on fire. In nuelhng riots hundreds of policemen 
suffcred ınjuncs from brick-bats and botties. 

İN BIHAR 

A jussenger train was stopped at Fatvah by a croıvd 
m whıch two Air force officers happened to be travclling. 
pccroıvd promısedtospare their life if ihcy surrendered ^ 
their arms. Tlıe officers agreed only to be brutally hacked 
o deatlL Tlıcır bodıes wcre paraded through the toıvn and 
latcr throıvn ınto a rıvcr.'* ; 

"İn Monghyr dıstrict, vilİagers surrounded a plane ıvliich 

u » , ^ offercd to rou' the survivors to 

the bank ıf they surrendered their arms. The vietims 
trusîcd thccroıvd. wlıo havıng rcduced ihem to defcncc- 
Icssness. pounced upon them; tivo survivors who jumpcd 

ımoilıerivcrwerebcalentodeathwiıhlathis. 

Attempts İn Bîhareost poliçe Officers their livcs at Katra 
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Minapur. Sİhghai. Rupalı and Sarath, and simılarly the lıves 
of the Sub-Divisional Officer, Sitamari, and his party. 

. On August 16. an armed nıob of 4,OÜO-^about a thousand 
of whom marched in regnlar formation—attacked the Mınapore 
ooUce station, ■ serioıisly ıvounding a ^b-lnspector. and 

înjuring seveı-al constables on duty. The Sub-Inspector was 

b^aten and disarmed; tied to a pole and^ throw into a fire 
\vhich was already consuming the station. The -tortured 
officer craıvled' out of the fire, but \vas beaten \vith lathıs, 
throıvn-back into the fiames and pinned in the fire wıth poles 

and lathis.” • ; ' r» i- r 

“A Similar hoiTİble outrage took place -at Rupah poliçe 

station. A mob of 10.000 to 12,000 attacked a station and 

stoned the poliçe staff, inciüding a junior SubTnşpector and 
the constables ..on duty. Kerosene oil was poured on the , 
poliçe station and -the ^policemen were consıgned to 

the flames.” , ' ’ ^t' 

“An armed mob looted the Silk Instıtute.. - • - _ 

-• ' “in district İMonghyr, five persons accused of theft were 
■produced before a panchayat court \vhich prömptly delivered 
judcrment. The fingers of- their right hands- lyere cut off, 
three men lost an eye each and some were branded wıtlı hot 
irons. In Gaya district, twb burglars tried by a self-constıtuted 
court were condemned to death and killed on the spot. 

“A puiari of a temple in Bıhpur in Bhagalpur district, 

suspected of being a poliçe spy, was done to. death on 

November 30.”’■ • . ; , i ; -i 

“Six hundred prisoners mutınied ın Bhagalpur Jaıl on- 
September 4th. ' A deputy superintendent, the carding master 

and a ıvarder lost their lives in this affaır and their bodıes 

were burnt. Extensive damage was also done to the jaıl 

factory,whichwas.seton.fire,” - - _ 

• Mr. Jaglal Chaudhûry, ıvho had been a Congress Mınıster 
from 1937 to 1939, and who was one of Mr. Gandhi’s trusted 
men, ■ personally instigated the burning of a poliçe : station 
in the Saran district and during the attack urged the cro\yd 
to tie up the Sub-lnspector. in a sack and throw him into the 
river." This same :Minister^made' plansdo resıst. troops ,;wıth 

spears, lightedi torches • and boilinğ oil. He has been ^l^d 
and sentenced to ten years imprisonm^t, the sentence. being 
revievved and upheld by a Judge of the Patna Hıg ı Court. 

“There \vas ah attack on the poliçe station of Minapur ın 
Muzzaffarpur district on August 16th. by nn armed of 
four or five thousand men. They looted and burnt. the 
oolice-station, assaulted the officers and constables and buınt 
tlıe Sab-Inspector allve, There iş no doubt vvhatever fhat 

fİTtac'a ırisfıifötr'ajbid-ÜTi .,tliö nâme »--öng^fess. 



Leading members of the mob were shoutvng Congress sloffans 
and carrying Congress flags. The main accused, wh6 was 
responsıble lor holding the İnspector do\vn İn the fire (and 
who has been sentenced to death) was seen hoistinff a 
Congress fiag on the roof of the thana ; this was an exhibit in 
thecase. At the conciusion of the judgment in discussino 
he ınterpretation of section 121 of the Indiah Penal Code 
lwagıng war against the King-Emperor) the Judge observed : 

it ıs a matter of common knotvledge that the object of the 
recent dısturbances and risings tİıroughout the country was 
to paralyse the admınıstration and to compel the Government 
to submıt to the demands of the İndian National Congress. 

ORISSA 

“InBalasora district a body of armed poliçe who had 

bv"n V”''' ^"^sts there found themselves confronted 
1^ j f ^ thousand persons, who had been 

mobıhsed by the sounding of conch-slıells from village' tS 

approachcd. They disobeyed an 
rder to dıspcrsc, and the poliçe had to öpen fire, ultımately 
causıng 25 or 26 dçaths and about 5ü injaries." ^ 

A mob of 1,000 kilicd a forest guard öf Jeypore State 
and ınjured la other servants and a magistrate.” 

CENTRAL PROVINCES 

1 16, a mob attacked the poliçe statiori at Aslıtî 

demandıng tlıc surrcnder of the tlıana. Tlıe pSuce were 
compellcd to öpen fire in self-defence. but were oÇer^verYd 

jnıtc and leavmg the naıb-iehsildar neariy dcad. The rest- 

wTOndcd ,ml^r?’ı ^“'^•'"spector and a constable were 
;vern 

matuthe sdb-cîlvisfonal 
bl;>m„ra,hcs." ” "■<= resfhouse and 

Nnppû™’'^””* sacked a C. I. D. Inspcctor’s bunKalovv al 

•'blfitenmilcs frdro Nat'püı’ ön ihb Dlıandal'a rnad, i 
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As far as I can makc oul from yonr leltcr and llıe 
^nclosurcs yon lıave sent, yon avİsIi lo discuss ihc fol- 
lowing ınaücrs : 

1. The Fourleen Points forınulalcd hy llıe Muslini 
League in 1929. 

2. The Congress slıoııld ıvilhdraw ali opposilion lo 
the Commıınal A\vard and slıoııld nol descrilıe 
it as a negalion of nalionalism. 

3. The share of the Muslims in the State Services 
slıoııld he definilely fixcd in llıe Constilıılion by 
slalutory enaclnıenl. 

4. Müslim Personal Law and culture slıoııld be 
gıiaranleed hy Slalule. 

5. The Congi'ess slıould lake in hand llıe agilalion 
in conneclion \vith llıe Shahidganj Mosque and 
slıoııld use ils moral pressure lo enable llıe 
Muslims lo gain possession of llıe mosque. 

■6. The Muslims’ riglıt lo cali Azan and perform 
religious ceremonies slıould nol be feltered in 
any way. 

7. Muslims slıould have freedom lo perform cow- 
slaughter. 

•8. Muslini majorities in ihe Provinces, -vvhere suciı 
majorities exist at preseni, must nol be afFected 
by any territorial redistribution or adjustments. 
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9 The Bande Mataıam song slıouîd he gı\etı up 

10 Muslıms ^\ant Urdu lo be the uatıoml Hnguage 
of Indıa and ihey desıre to Iıave statutoıy 
guarantees that the ııse of Uıdu shall not he 
curtaîled or damaged 

11 Mushm representalion ın the local bodıes should 
be governed by the pııncıples underljıng the 
Communa] A\vard, iJnl as sepırate electoıales 
and population sirenglb 

12 The tııcolour flag should be changed or, alter 
natıvel), tlıe Hag of tlıe Mushın Lcague should 
be gı\en equal ımporlance 

13 Recognıtion of the Mushm League as the one 
authorıtatıve and lepreseııtalıve organızation of 
Indıan Muslıms 

14 Coalılion mıntslTtes 

It ıs further stated tlıal the formula e\ol\ed I>> 
you and Babu Rajendra Prasad in 19-15 dots not ealii*f> 
the Muslıms noiN and nolhıng on tho«c Imcs ıvıll 
ihem 

Jî ıs added ihıi ibe Jjsl gnen nbo\e i*: not a com 
plele lı«t and llnt ıt can be nııgmented b) tlıe addıtıon 
of further ‘ demand« ’ Not knoıvıng thcsc po'ssıblc and 
ıınlımıtcd addıtıons I cm «a} ımthıng alıout thcnı But 
I should İlke lo deal luth the ^ırıoıi' nnllcrs «spccıfic'iU) 
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mentioned and to indicate wlıat tlıe Congress attitude 
has been in regard to them. 

But before considering them, the political and 
economic background of the free India we are working 
for has to be kept in mind, for ultimately that is the ' 
controlling factor. Some of these matters do not arise 
in considering an independent India or take a particular 
shape or ha ve littie importance. We can discuss them 
in terms of Indian independence or in terms of the 
British dominance of India continuing. The Congress 
naturaly thinks in terms of independence, though it 
adjusts itself occasionally to the pressure of transitional 
and temporary phases. It is thus not interested in 
amendments to the present constitution, but aims at its 
removal and its substitution hy a constitution framed 
by the people through a Constituent Assembiy. 

Another matter has assumed an urgent and vital 
significance and this is the exceedingly critical interna- 
tional situation and the possihility of war. This must 
concern India greatly and affect her struggle for free- 
dom. Tlıis must therefore be considered tlıe goveming 
factor of the situation and almost everything else 
becomes of secondaiy importance, for ali our elforts 
and petty arguments will he of littie avail if tlıe very 
foundation is upset, Tlıe Congress has clearly and 
repeatedly laid down its policy in the event öf such a 
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crısıs and stated that ıt wıll he no parly to ımpermlıst 
war The Congress wıll very gladly and wıllıngly co- 
operate wıth the Musîım League and ali ollıeı organı* 
2 atıons and mdıvıduals m the furtherance of thıs polıcy. 

I have carefully looked thıough the vaiıous matteia 
to whıch you have dra\vn allention m your lelter and 
ıts enclosures and I find ihat theıe ıs nollnng m them 
■\vhich refers to oı touches the economıc demands of 
the masses or affects the ali ımportant questıons of 
poverty and unemployment For ali of us ın Indıa 
these are the Mtal ıssues and unless somc solutıon ıs 
found for them, function ın 'vam Tlıe (juestıon of 
State Services, ho^ssoever ımpoıtant and ^sorthy of con* 
sıdeıatıon ıt miglıt be, affects a very small numbeı of 
people The peasaniry, ındustnal vorkers, nrtısans and 
petty shop keepers form tlıe vast ınajorıty of the popu- 
latıon and they are not ımpro\ed ın any ^say lıy an> 
of tlıe demands lısted abovc Tlıeır ıntercsts shouhl 
be paramount 

Many of the ‘demands’ ınvohe changes of tho 
constılutıon ■\>hıch y\e are not ın a posıtion to bnng 
about Even ıf some such changes are desırahlc ın 
themsehes, ıt ıs not oıır polıcy to press for minör con* 
slıtutıoml clıanges. Wc ıvant (o do aucj compîctclj 
■\vith the preseni constılution and rcplace ıt h> anolhcr 
for a free Indıa. 
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In Üıe saıne "svay Üıe desire for slaluloıy guaranlees 
iıivolves consülutioııal clıanges Avhiclı 'sve camıot give 
•effecl to. AH Ave can do-is lo slale llıat in a future consli- 
tulion for a free India Ave \vant certaiıı guaranlees to be 
incorporaled. We lıave done llıis in rögard to religious, 
-cultural, linguislic and oüıer righis of minorities in the 
Karachi resolulion on Fundamental Riglıts. We would 
like tlıese fundamental righis lo be nıade a pari of tlıe 
(Conslitution. 

I now deal wîl}ı tlıe various matlers lisled above. 

1. Tbe Foui'teen Poinis, I had tlıouglıt, were some- 
wlıat out of date. Many of tlıeir provisions have been 
;given effect to by tlıe Communal Award and in otlıer 
ways, some otliers are enlirely acceptable to the Con- 
gress ; yet otliers reguire constitutional clıanges wlıich, 
:as I have mentioned above, are beyond our present 
eonıpetence. Apart from tlıe matlers covered by tlıe 
''Communal Award and those involving a change in the 
constitution, one or two matters remain ıvhich give rise 
to differences of opinion and which are stili likely to 
lead to considerable argument. 

2, Tlıe Congress has clearly stated its attitude 
towards the Communal Award, and it comes to this that 
İt seeks alterations only on the basis of mutual consent 
'of the parties concerned. T do not understand how any 
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One can take objection to thİs attitude and policy. If we^ 
are asked to describe the Award as not being anti- 
.national, that would be palenlly false. Even apart from 
wlıat it gives to various groups, its whoIe basis and 
structure are anti-national and come in the way of the 
development of national unity. As yon knou' it gives 
an overvvhelming and wholly nndesen’ing ^v•eightage 
to the European elemenis in cerlain parts of India. If 
we think in terras of an independent India, we cannot 
possibly fit in this A\vard wilh il. It is true that under 
stress of circumslances we lıave sometimes lo accept as 
a temporary measure some thing that is on the fnce of 
it anti-national. It is also İme that in the matters gov- 
emed by the Commuiıal A\vard 'ive can only fınd n 
satisfaclory and abiding solutîon by tlıe consent and 
good-wiII of the parlies concemed. Tlıal is the Congress 
policy. 

3. The fıxing of the Muslims* share in tlıe State 
Services by statutory enoclmcnl nccessarily involves llıc 
fıxing of the shares of ollıer groups and coınmunitİcs 
similariy. Tlıis wouId mean a rigid and conıparlnıcnlal 
State structure ^vhich \vill impede progress and develop- 
meni. At tlıe same time ît is gencrally adınİllcd that 
State appointments slıoııld I)C fairly and adcquatcly 
dîslrilnıled and no community shouîd havc cause to 
complain. It is far betler lo do ihîs by convcntîon and 
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.agreemenl. The Congress is fıılly alive lo tlıis issııe 
and desires lo nıeet llıe wislıes of varioııs groups in tho 
fullesl measure so as lo give lo ali minorily communilies, 
.as slaled in No. 11 of tlıe Fourleen Poinis, “an 
adeguale share in ali llıe Services of ihe Slale and in 
local self-governing bodics lıaving due regard lo the 
regiiiremenis of efTıcicncy.*’ The Slale loday is hecoming 
jnore and nıore lechnical and demands cxperl knowledge 
in ils varioııs deparimenis. Il is right ihal, if a com- 
munily is hackward in ihis lechnical and expert kno^v- 
ledge, special eflforls shoııld be made lo give it this 
'education lo bring il up lo a higlıer level. 

I undersland lliat at llıe Unity Conference held 
.at Allahabad in 1933 or Üıereaboııls, a mutually satis- 
faclory solution of this guestion of State Services was 
arrived at. 

4. As regards prolection of cıılture llıe Congress 
has deçlared ils \villingness lo emhody ihis in the 
fundamenlal laws of the constitution. It has also 
deçlared that it does not wish to interfere in any way 
•with the personal law of any commımity. 

5. I am considerably surprised at the suggestions 
that the Congress should take in hand tlıe agitation in 
•connection with the Shahidgunj mosgue. Tliat is a 
ınatter to he decîded either legally or by mutual agree- 
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ment. The Congress prefers in ali such matlers the 
way of mutual agreement and its Services can always- 
be utilised for this purpose ıvhere there is no opening 
for them and a desire to this effect on tlıe part of tlıe 
parties concemed. I am glad tliat ihe Premier of tlıe- 
Pımjab has suggesled thal this is tlıe only satisfaclory 
^vay to a solution of the problem. 

6. The right to perform religious ceremonies 
should certainly be guaranteed îo ali communities. Tlıe 
Congress resolution aboul this is guite clear. I know 
nothing about tlıe particular incident relating to a 
Punjab village which has been referred to. No doubt 
many instances can he galhered together from various 
parts of India tvlıere pelty inlerîerences take place 
Hindu, Müslim or Sikli ceremonies. Tlıese have to be 
tactfully dSalt with ıvlierever tlıey arise. But the prîn- 
cîple is quile clear and should be agreed to. 

7. As regards coıv'-slauglıter there has been a 
great deal or entirely false and unfounded propaganda 
against the Congress suggesling tlıal the Congress was 
going to stop it forcibly by legîslation. Tlıe Congress 
does not ıvîsh to undertake any legislntivc aelion in this 
matter to restrict tlıe cstablislıed righis of ihc Muslims. 

8. Tlıe qucslîon of tcrrîlorîal dîslrihıılion ha« not 
arisen in any \vay. If any \vhen il arises it mıısl be- 
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cieall Avitlı on Üıe hasis of nıulual agreemeııt of ihe 
parlies concerned. 

9. Regarding ihe Bando Mataranı song Üıe 
\Vorking Commillce issued a long slatement in Oclober 
last lo whiclı I Avoııld invite your allenlion. First of 
ali, it has to he reniemhered tliat no fornıal nalional 
anthenı has lıeen adopted hy ihe Congress al any time. 
It is Irue, lıo\vever, that the Bande Mataram song has 
heen intimately associated Avith Indian nationalism for 
more than thirty years and numerous associations of 
sentiment and sacrifice have gatlıered round it. Popu¬ 
lar songs are not made to order, nor can they he success- 
fully imposed. They grow oııt of puhlic sentiment. 
Dııring ali tlıese thirty or more years the Bande Mataram 
song ıras never considered .as having any religious signi- 
ficance and was Ireated as a nalional song in praise of 
India. Nor, to my knowledge, was any ohjection taken 
to it except on political groımds |ıy Üıe Government, 
"^^len ho\vever some ohjections were raised, the Work- 

t 

ing Committee carefully considered the matter and 
uîtimately decided to recommend that certain stanzas, 
■\vhich contained certain allegorical references, might 
not he ıısed'on nalional platforms or occasions, The 
lYvo stanzas that have heen recommended by the 
Working Committee for use as a nalional song have not 
a word or a phrase. whîclı can oflfend anyhody ffom any 
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poınt of vıew and I am surprısed tbat any one can object 
îo them. They may appeal to some more tban 
to otbeis. Some may prefer another naüonal song. 
But to compel large numbers of people to gıve up ^vljat 
tbey have long valued and grown attacbed to ıs to cause 
needless burt to tlıeıjı and ınjure the national mo\ement 
ıtself. It would bo ımpropeı for a national organısa* 
tion to do tlııs. 

10. About Urdu and Hindi I have prcMously 
ıvrıtten to you and lıave also sent you my pamphlel on 
“ The questıon of language ” Tîıe Congress bas 
declared m favouı of guaranlees for language» and 
culture I \sant to encourage ali Üıe great pioMtıcıal 
languages of Indıa and at ihe same time to make 
Hmdustanı, as ^vrıtten bolb ın nagrı .md Urdu scrıpl«, 
the national language. BoÜı scrıpts slıould be ofiîcınlly 
recognısed and the choıcc slıould be left to the people 
concemed In fact tbıs polıcy ıs beıng pursued by tlıc 
Congre«s Mınıstries. 

11 Tlıe Congress bas long bcen of opinıon tlıal 
joînt electorates are preferable to «^epTrate cîccloralcs 
from tbc poini of Me^\ of national uııitj and bamıomou*? 
co operalion belıveeıı tbc dıfTcront comnıunîlîes. Bul 
joınl eîectoralcs, ın order lo lıa\c rcal \aİMe, nıust not be 
împo«cd on ımuillıng groups. lîenec tbc Congre-" H 
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.quile clear Üıal tlıcir inlroduclion should depend on iheir 
acceplance by llıe people concerned. Tbis is llıe policy 
.that is being pursued by llıe Congress Minislries in regard 
to Local bodies. Recenlly in a bili dealing willı local 
bodies inlrodııced in thc Bombay Assembly, separale 
electorales Avere mainlained bul an oplion was given lo 
llıe people concerned lo adopl a joini eleclorale, if ihey so 
■cbose. Tbis principle seems lo be in exacl accordance 
■\nlli No. 5 of llıe Fourleeıı Poinis, which lays down 
ibal “ Represenlalion of communal groups sball con- 
linııe lo be by means of separale eleclorale as al jıresenl, 
provided tliat il sball be öpen to any communily, al any 
time, lo abandon ils separale eleclorale in favour of 
joint eleclorale.” It sıırprises me ibat tbe Müslim 
League group in llıe Bombay Assembly should have 
•opposed tbe Bili witb ils optional clause althouglı tlıis 
•carried out llıe very policy of llıe Müslim League. 

May I also point out tliat in tlıe resolution passed 
by tbe Müslim League in 1929, at llıe time it adopted 
tbe Fourteen Points, it was stated tliat “ tbe Mussalmans 
will not consent to joint electorales unless Sind is 
actııally constituted into a separale province and reforms 
İn fact are introduced in tbe N.W.F. Province and 
Balucbistan on tbe^ same footing as in otlıer provinces.” 
Since tben Sind bas been separated and tbe N.W.F. 
Trövirice bas been placed on a level with otber pro- 
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vınces. So fai as Baluchıstan ıs conceıned the Congıess 
ıs commıtted to a levellıng up of thıs area ın the same 

12, The national tn-colouı flag \vas adopted 
oııgınally ın 1929 hy the Congress after full and caıeful 
consultatıon wıth emmeni Müslim, Sikli and otheı 
leadeis. Obvıously a countıy and national movenıent 
must have a national ilag lepresentıng tlıe nation and 
ali communılıes m ıt. No communal hag can repıesent 
the nation. If ive dıd not possess a national flag nou 
ive would have to evolve one. Tlıe present National 
Flag had ıts colouıs ongınally selected m order to 
repeıe&ent tlıe various communıtıe», hut vvc dıd not İlke 
to lay stıess on thıs communal aspect of coİours. 
Aitıstıcally I thınk tlıe combmation of oıange, ıvhıte 
and green has resulled m a flag vvhıclı ıs prohahly tlıe 
most heautıful of ali national fiags. Foı tlıesc many 
jears ouı flag Iıas been used and ıt has spıead to ihc 
remotest vıllage and bıoughl lıojıe and couıage and a 
sense of ali Indıa unı'ty to our masses It bas becn 
associated wilh gıeat sacrifıces on the part of our pcoplc, 
inciuding Hindus, MusHms and Sıkhs, and many ha\c 
sııfFered lathî blovvs and imprisonmcnt and c\cn dcalh 
in defending ît from insuU or injurj-, TInıs a povvcrful 
senlîment Iıas groun up in ils fa\our. On înnumcralde 
occasions Maulana Mohamcd AH, Maulana Shaııkat 
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Ali and many leaders of the Müslim League today have 
associated tliemselves witlı this flag and emplıasised its- 
virtues and significance as a symbol of Indian unity. It 
lıas spread outside the Congress ranks and heen gene- 
rally recognised as the flag of the nation. It is difiicult 
to understand how any one can reasonahly ohject to it 
now. 

Communal flags cannot obviously take its placo 
for tliat can only mean a hoşt of flags of various com- 
munities heing used together and thus emphasising our 
disunity and separateness. Communal flags might be 
used for religious functions but they have no place at 
any natioııal functions or över any public building^ 
ineant for various communities. 

May I add that during tlıe past few months, on 
several occasions, the National Flag has heen insulted 
hy some members of volunteers of the Muslini League. 
This has pained us greatly but we have deliherately 
avoided anything in the nature of conflict in order not 
to add to comrnunal hitterness. We have also issued 
stıict orders, and they have heen obeyed. that no inter- 
ference should take place ıvith tlıe Muslini League Flag, 
even though it might he inappropriately displayed. 

13. I do not understand Vvhat is meant hy our 
recognilion öf the Müslim League as tlıe one and only 
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ment. İts responsibUity wa5 solely of the Government and 
not of the people. It was all an organised attempt to crush 
the people and crush tliem'so badly that they'may not be able 
to raise theîr heads erect or even their voice, ho\vever feeble 
it may be, against the British administration in India. 

The fluxof all.theordinances, the.-wide and.:ştrict appli- 
catîon of the D-1. Rulcs, the simuUaneous execation of arrest* 
warrants against thousands of Congressmen which \vere 
prepared and signed much before the message df the '"yuit 
İndta” rcsolution by the A. I. C.’ C., at Bombay, and above ali, 
the claborate poliçe and miUtary arrangements’ to' carry out 
all this, at a stroke like a s\vift*‘hock of electricity or a feat of 
Magİc-show could not be done without full and previous 
preparalions. The Congress actaally gave out nd' programme 
or plan of its intended movement. There were no öpen or 
secret İnstructions for carrying out the movement.- I’t \vas to 
be dcvelopcd and devised according to theneeds and circums* 
tânces and morc correcıly \vas to be revealed to Gandhiji at 
the proper time. But the Government \vas not depending -on 
future rcvelations nor was wahing for the future developmeni 
of the situatîon. Tlıey had a wcll-decided and carefully chalked 
out and \vorkcd-out plan on vvhich ihey startcd thciı' > attack on 
the Congress. ^ • 

^ Here, \ve quotc bclovv, from a speech of Mr. K. C. Neogy 
ın Central Asscmbly, in September, 1942, demanding an 
cnquiry İnto allcgations of “e.vccsses commİtted by the'police 
and the military:— ' 

"I have asked fora Committce of cnquiry and I understand 
that the Government are in no mood to çoncede this derhand. 

I must say tliat I was not quite unprepâred'Tor this altitude 
because already wc have communiques issued by the Gövem- 
ments of the Central Provinces and of the United Provinces 
fırmly taking their stand on the point and stating ■ that in the 
casc of the Central Provinces Government they have no 
ınlention of holding -a judicial or any other enquiry into the 
mcasures nhich lıavc so far been laken to restore order and 
thaıanysoch measure wouId onIy'tend to affcct the morale 
of the forces employcd to counter the disturbances; I have 
already given to the House an îdea of the iechnique which 
they adopt to counter ihese disturbances. The Central 
1 rovınccs Guvemment have göne onc beller. They have 
refuscd permission to the High Court Bar Association to hold 
a non-ofTıcial cnquiry in TCgard to the poliçe excesscs which 
they wanted to lıold. 

•u United Provinces Government, they &ny 

that TJıc morale of tlıe poliçe is high,"—of course, it is high 
as you have already scen from the v’arious İnstances to which 
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I have drawn attention of the ; House—the Inspectoı - General 
of Poliçe has given them-the, watchword ‘Guard the people’. 
We know ho\v they have been guarding the people, inciden- 
tally enriching themselves and, burning ;down the property 
belonging to people., İn order to avoid any possibility of 

misunderstanding the United Provinces comnıunique says that 

the United Provinces Government wishes to rnake it quite clear 
that no public enquiry. will be held into the incidents arising 

fronı the disturbances. 

' The only conciusion to which one can come to from these: 
communiques is that the acts to which 1 have drawn attention 
have been deliberately done, and the same policy has been 
pursued everywhere with the full knowledge and concurrence 
of these provincial administrations. If anything, these decla- 
rations made by the t\vo Provincial Governments are a direct 
encouragement : to the. poliçe and the military to continue 
these outrages, these acts of, varidalism \vhich the poliçe and 
the military have been. perpetrating on innocent- people. If. 
anything,: this is likely , to aggrava^e the situation beyond. 
measure.' İ have no desire at ali, to say anything, or ask the 
Government to do • anything, \vhich will in any -vvay weaken 
their hands in regard to;any legitimate.use of fprce which 
niay be’required for the purpose of meeting the situation» !But 
Tshpuld like to warn the Government that they : have already 
allo\ved,the situation to get out of their hands, and it is high 
time that they soughV tö control their unruly hordes -vvhich . 
were let loose on ınnocent people.”. ■, . .:i ; , 

^V/e ıhay'also quote below .an extract fronı the speech of 

Mr. N. M.' Joshi in support of Mr. Neogy’s motİon 

• * • * ' * 

‘T canhot absolve the Government of Ihdia' from their 
responşibility for the violerice that' has takeh‘,place ih. the 
cöhntry ön'âccounf of the wrong''policy which’ they follov/ed, 
in arresting the leaders of the Congfess. It has appeared' 
from the speeches of the representatiyes . of Government that 
nothing has' happened between the resolution passed by the: 
All-Ihdia Congress ‘Commİttee . at Bombay and the yiolehCe 
that has takeri prace. The Government should have knbwn 
that the arreSl of the. l'eaders of the Congress had intervened 
betweeri;the resolution of’the^ All-India Congress Commİttee.; 
and the violence. I thought that the' Members of the Govern¬ 
ment of India are honest. They would themselves/admit 
- that the arrest of the Congress leaders, at least to some exten't,‘ 

fed fo the violent'protestş by the people. . ' ' - , 

:. The point to be cpnsidered is flus, that iye \va,nt an inqûiry , 
into thesC; excesses.. . .The; Government, of India themselves,' 
■vy.iU not, say that. there. wâs,no likelihood of excesses. .:The,; 
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Honourable'Home Member said'4n his' 
day that if there were any cases’of excesses 
should be broûght to the notîce of the Provincial Govern- 
inents or of the railitary aulhorities \vho, -İa the opiniori of 
the Government of Indta. would do justice,. We ' do not 
think that eiıher the Provincial Government or the military 
aathorities or eVen the Government of Indİa 'ivöuld do justicei 
The Provincial Govemments themselves ’announced before* 


'speech tîie .other 
or injusticei they 


hand that there wouId be no public enquiry, and by makihg 
that announcement they gave direct encourağement to-some 
of the excesses committed by the poliçe and the mİUtary. 
I wouId also say this, that the Government of Ihdia b’y giving 
full frecdom to provincial Governments 'and to locâl authori* 
ties themselves encouraged the commission of some of the 
excesses \vhich have been described and whİch have'taken 
place in ali paris of the country on many occasions. ' - • 

1 feel, tnerefore, that the Government of India'should 
accept this challenge by the Assembly for the fındirig ’out of 
the truth. ^ İf the officers of the Government'of India had 
done nothing wrong, the committee will declare them'not 
guilty ; but if thcv have done \vrong, the committee will' find 
them guilty, 1 do not know whether the poliçe or mİUtary 
omcers will be punished or not; but I am afraid that the 
highest authorities responsible for the commission of these 
excesses by the poliçe and military, namely the'Provincial 
Govemments of India novv cscape the cohsequences of. even 

tîıe decision of the Committees against them. ‘ 

Tlıe Government opposition to any enquiry into the 
allcgations of the military and poliçe excesses itself. is a 
posiıive and strong prool of the Government responsibility 
Ipr Uıe general repression in the country. 

Rai Bahadur Sri Narain Mehta in his speech on 23rd 
September, ın the Council of State said :— 

* it is nciıher a siuüenis’ movement nor a Congress 
moycmcnl, nor even a Fifth Column altempt to sabotage 
inuıa s war effort. U is the desperate gesture of a nation 
before \vhom you have dangled the ofler of political freedoni, 
a nulton cxaspcrated beyond the limits of human patience, 
a nation that has sccn the anomaly of havinff to protect a 
frecdom that İt does not enjoy”. 

Mr. Neogy, in his speech of üxe 17th Sept. in the Central 
Assembly sa>d :— 

*n»c rcccnt disturbances are lo be aseribed to many 
complex factors, ali of which are not directly political in 
character and in ignoring the socthing discontent prevaİing 
lor a long time in the country, the Government \vere unvvitting* ' 
ly ntlpıng lo sel Ihe stage lor the violcnt culbürsî whicli Sve 
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have witnessed. The general economic distress which is 
associated with British rule in India has been rapidly increas- 
ing of late. The people, a large proportion of whom normally 
in chronic State of semi-starvation, are now faced with a 
shortage of food dne to various causes some of which are 
connected with the War. Other commodities which are 
required to meet their frugal needs are getting scarcer, and 
the prices of ali articles are steadily soaring higher and higher. 
Medical help,. inadequate in the best of times, is already 
beyond the means of the vast majority of the people. While 
the very physical existence of the people is thus threatened, 
the thoughtless and heartless actions of a callous bureâucracy, 
while carrying out measures of evacuation involving thousands 
of poor and ignorant people, have not certainly helped to 
create a feeling of loyalty to the Government. Complaints 
on this score have been heard for months past.” 

“While the popular feeling has thus been deeply embitter* 
ed, the influx of İndian evacuees from ' Burma carrying 
tales of heartless treatment and racial humiliation on an 
unprecedented scale, has set the v/hole country ringing with 
denunciaition of the present Government, 1 have just received 
a printed message from our Honourable colleague, Shaikh 
Rafiuddin Ahmed Siddique, of Chittagong, vvhose ill-health 
prevents his attendance here to-day, in the course of vvhich he 
States that “the Government are doing absolutely nothing for 
the İndian evacuees who have no hearth and home, no food 
and no clothes. These poor people are^ wandering in 
Chittagong with their children and wives just like nomad 
tribes and begging from door to door. Many of them are stili 
daily Corning to Chittagong on foot from Burma. Their 
pitiable plight, if you could be shown, must have moved you 
to pity and tears. The differential treatment meted out to 
the indian evacuees and the apathy of the Government 
towards their cause are highly deplorable. 

“İt is against this background of mass discontent and 
disaffection that the decision taken by the AlITndia Congress 
Committee in sheer desperation, and the untoward repercus- 
sions that follovved the arrest of Congress leaders, can be 
properly examined. • , 

“During those anxious days when hooliganism \vas rampant 
in the İmperia’l City, fearful accounts trickIes through despite 
censorship, not merely with reference to the position iri 
Delhi but also in the provinces, and there could be no doubt 
in the mind of any impartial observer that the spiritual 
successors of O’ Dwyer and Dyer, who rule the roost at 
New Delhi, had initiated a reign öf terror." 
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or notice issued by a secrelary of a Müslim League. 
This contained a list of ihe so-called misdeeds of tlıe 
U.P. Government. I read tlıis with amazement for tbere 
■\vas not an item of tıulh in most of the charges. I 
suppose they were gamered fıom the Urdu press. 
Through the press and the platform such charges Jıave 
been lepeated on numerous occasions and communal 
passions ha\e tlıus been roused and bitlerness created» 
This has gıieved me and I have sougbt by ^sTİting to 
you and to Na\vab İsmail Khan to find a ^vay of check- 
ing this deploıable deferioration of our pııblic life, as 
^velI as a suıer basıs for co*operaıion. Tliat problem 
stili faces us and I hope we shaîl solve it. 

I have menlioned earlier in this letler the critical 
International sıtuation and llıe terrible sense of impcnd- 
ing catastrophe that hangs o\cr the uorld. My mind 
is obsessed Avıtlı this and I \\anl India to realise it and 
be ready foı all consequences, good or ili, that may 
flow from ıt. In this period of ^^o^ld crisis all of us, 
to ^^hate^er paıty or group we might belong and ^^lıat- 
ever our differences might he, ha\e tiıe primary duty of 
holding togelher to protecl our pcople from pcrils that 
might encompass thenı. Our difTerences and argumcnts 
seem irivial ^^hen the fıılurc of the ^vorld and of India 
hangs in the balance. Il is in the hope that all of us 
succecd in İmilding ııp this larger unity in our countr)* 
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llıal I İlave written to you and otliers repeatedly and 
at lengtlı. 

There is one small matter I slıould like to mention, 
The report of any speech at Haripura, as given in your 
letter and tlıe newspaper article, is not correct. 

We have been corresponding for some time and 
nıany vague rumours float about as to what we have 
been saying to each other. Anxious inquiı-ies coıne to 
me and I have no doulıt that similar inquires are 
addresed to you also. I think that we might take the 
pııblic into our confidence noıv for this is a public matter 
on -svlıich many are interested. I suggest therefore that 
our correspondence might be released to the press. 1 
presume you' "vvill have no objection. 

Your s sincerely, 

(Sd.) Jawaharlal Nehru. 

From Mr. Jinnah to Mr, Nehru. 

Bombay, 

Dated, April 12, 1938. 

Dear Pandit Jawaharlal, 

I anı in receipt of your letter of the 6th April, 1938. 
I am extremely obliged to you for informing me that 
you propose to return to Allahabad and shall probably 
be there for the greater part of April and suggesting 

9 
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that, if it would be convenient lor me to come theıe, 
we could meet, or, if il suits me betler to go to Lucknow, 
you will try to go there. I am afraid that il is not 
possible for me owing lo my other engagements, but I 
shall be in Bombay about the end of April and if it 
is convenient to you, I shall be very glad to meet you. 

As to the lest of your lelteı, it has heen to me a 
most painful readıng. It seems lo me that you cannol 
even accurately ınterprel my letter, as you very lionestly 
say that “ your mind is obsessed witlı tlıe International 
situation and the teırible sense of impending catastrophe 
that hangs över the world ”, so you are tlûnking in tenııs 
entırely divorced from realilies tvhich face us in indîn. 

I can only e^pıess my great legret at your tuming and 
twısting what I wole lo you and putting cntireîy a 
wrong complexion upon ihe position I have placcd 
hefore you at your re<juest. You havo formulated 
ceıtain points in your letter ıvhich you father upon me 
to begin ^vith as my proposals. I sent you cxtracts 
from the press whiclı had recently appeared simply 
hecaııse I believed you A\hen >oiı repeatedly asscrtcd 
and appealed to me tliat you Avould he gratcful if I 
ANOUİd refer you to any reccnl stalcnıents madc in the 
press or platform A\hich ^\ouId help jou in undcrstand* 
ing nıatters. Tliose are somc of the matters ANİıich are 
undouhtedly agitaling Müslim indin, l>ııt the rjuc-'tion 
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lıo^v to meet tlıem and to wlıat extent and Ly what means 

.and medıods, is tlıe business, as I lıave said before, of 

every true nationalist to solve. Wlıetlıer constitutional 

changes are necessary, whetlıer ^ve slıould do it by 

.agreement or conventions and so forth, are matters, 

I thouglıt, were for discussion, but I am extrenıely 

Sony to find tliat yon lıave in your letter already pro- 

nounced your jııdgment and given yom* decisions on 

.a good many of tlıem witlı a preamble wbicb negatives 

.any suggestion of discussion which may lead to a settle- 

ment, as you start by sayiııg “ I -vvaa so much surprised 

to see tlıis list as I lıave no idea tliat you wanted tö 

discuss many of tlıese matters witb us ; some of these 

are wlıolly covered by previous decisions of the Con- 

gress, some others are liardly capable of discussion,” 

.and then you proceed to your conciusions having 

formulated tlıe points according to your own notioııs. 

Your tone and language again display the same arro- 

gance and militant spirit as if tlıe Congress is tlıe 

sovereign power and, as an indication, you extend your 

patronage by saying that “ obviously the Müslim League 

is an important communal organisation and we deal 

>with it as such, as we have to deal witlı ali organisations 

and individuals that come within our ken. We do not 

determine the measure, of importance or distinctioıı 

they possess ” and then you mention various other 

# 

•organisations. Here I may add that in my opinion, as 
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I ha\e publıcly stated so often, tliat unless llıe Congress 
recognıses the Müslim League on a footıng of complele 
equalıty and ıs prepared as such to negotiate foı a 
Hindu Müslim settlemenl, ^\e slıall have to ıvaıt and 
depend upon our ınherenl strength ^\hıch •nviU “ deter- 
mıne the measure of ımpoıtance or dıstınctıon ıt 
possesses ” Havıng legaıd to yoıır menlalıt) ıt ı^ 
leally dıfficult for me to make >oıı understand tlıe 
posîtıon any fuıther Of cour«e, as I have said he/oıe, 
I do not propose to dıscuss the vaiıous malters, lefeııed 
to by you, b) means of and llnouglı correspondcnce, 
as, ın my opımon, thal ıs not the ıvay to lackIc tlıis 
matter 

Vıth regard to your reference to cerlaın faI«ehoods 
that have appeared aboul llıe Congress îrr llıe Urdu 
pıess, ı\hıch, you sa>, lıa\e astounded you, and ^vıllı 
legard to the cırculaı letter referred to ahout the nıis 
deeds of the U P Government, I can e\press no opımon 
nıthoııt ın^estıgatıon, bwl I can give you nuınber of 
faUehoods tliat ln\e appeared ın llıe Congress pre»- 
and m st-ılemenls of Congressmen \vilh regırd to llıe 
Ali Indıa Müslim Lcagne, somc of the Icaders. and lho«c 
^\ho are conneeted ^MtIı il Sımılarly I cm gı\c 
ınslaııccs of reports appcınng ın the Congress pre-**' and 
«specehes of Congressmen ^\hIth are daily delıberıtoh 
mısrepresentıng and \ılıf>ıng the I\î»slım compo-ılmn 
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•of the Bengal, Sind, Punjab, and Assam Governmenls 
•with a view lo break tliose Governments, but tliat is 
not tlıe subject matter of our correspondence and be- 
■sides no useful purpose will be served in doing so. 

With regard to your request tliat our correspon- 
'dence sbould be released to llıe press, I lıave no objec- 
’tion provided tlıe correspondence betıveen me and 
Mr. Gandlıi is also publislıed simultaneously, as we 
botlı lıave referred to hini and his correspondence with 
me in ours. You will please tlierefore obtain tlıe 
permission of Mr. Gaiıdhi to tliat effect or, if you wislı, 
1 will write to bini, informing liim tliat you desire to 
Telease tlıe correspondence betıveen us to tlıe press and 
T am ıvilling to agree to it provided lıe agrees that the 
ıcorrespondence betıveen him and myself is also released. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 

Fronı Mr. Nelıru to Mr. Jinnah. 

Allaliabad, 

Dated, April 16, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Your letter of April 12th has just reached me. 

I am exceedingly sorry that ahything that I lıave 
'ivritten to you should have caused you pain. It seenis te 
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he true that we approach public problem İrom different 
standpoints and inevitably I try to place my view- 
point before you and seek to gaîn your appreciation. 
of it. To say anything that might paîn you would defeat 
my o\vn purpose, even apart from ils impropriety. At 
the same time I owe it to you and to myself lo endeavour 
to place frankIy before you ho\v my mind tvorks and. 
what my views are on the subject matter under discus- 
’ sion. Our vie;vpoinls miglıt differ, but I do believe- 
that the margin of difFerence can be lessened by a frank 
approach on either side. I bave sought to make this 
approach in ali sincerity and tvitlı eveıy desire on my 
part not to say anything that might come in the way, 

In my last letter I deali ^vitîı the varîous poîuts 
mentioned in the extracls you had sent me as I pre- 
sumed that, as you had dramı my altenlîon to thenv 
they might to a large exlenl represent ıdiat you hacT 
in mind. As you know I have been trying to gel at 
these poinis of difference and ıvhen I saw something 
concrele I wanled to give my reaclîon to it. I îried to 
State ıvhat the Congress opinîon has been in regard to 
them. There is no hnality in day to day politics, 
although certain principlcs are supposed to gövem 
policies. It is for tlıc Congress, if il so chooses, to 
“\’arj' any policy. AH I can do is to State >vlıat the pasC 
and preseni policj* is. 
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I regret tliat yoıı tliink tliat I wi'ile in an arrogani 
and mililant spiril and as if I considered tlıe Congress 
as tlıe sovereign power. I am painfully conscious of 
tlıe fact tliat tlıe Congress is not a sovereign power and 
dıat it is circumscribed in a Imndred ways and furtlıer 
tliat it nıay lıave to go tlırouglı tlıe wilderness ınany a 
time again before il aclıieves ils objeclive. You lıave 
referred to my obsession willî tlıe internalional sitıiation 
and the sense of inıpending catastroplıe tliat possesses 
me. If I feel tliat way, as I do, I can liardly grow 
complacent or iınagine tliat tlıe Congress is sovereign. 
But ^vlıen I discuss Congres policies, as a Congressman 
I can only repeat wlıat tlıese are and not bring in my 
own particular view on the subjecl, if tlıese liappen to 
be at variance witlı Congress resolutions. 

You point out to me that tlıe Congress press lias 
contained numerous falselıoods in regard to the Müs¬ 
lim League and some of its leaders, as well as the 
provincial govemments of Bengal, Punjab, Sind and 
Assam. I entirely agree with you that falsehoods, 
misrepresentations and insmuations are to be deprecated 
and countered wherever they might occur, in the Urdu, 
Hindi or English press, or whatever the political 
complexion of the newspaper. There is no such thing 
as the Congress press över which the Congress has 
control, but it is true that many newspapers generally 
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tlıat it is circumscribed in a lıımdred ways and furtlıer 
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me. If I feel tlıat way, as I do, I can liardly grow 
complacent or imagine tlıat the Congress is sovereign. 
But 'vvhen I discuss Congres policies, as a Congressman 
I can only repeat wlıat tlıese are and not bring in my 
owıı particular view on tlıe subject, if these happen to 
be at variance with Congress resolutions. 

You point out to me that tlıe Congress press has 
contained numerous falsehoods in regard to the Müs¬ 
lim League and some of its leaders, as well as the 
provincial govemments of Bengal, Punjab, Sind and 
Assam. I entirely agree with you that falsehoods, 
misrepresentations and insmuations are to be deprecated 
and countered wherever they might occur, in the Urdu, 
Hindi or English press, or whatever the political 
complexion of the newspaper. There is no such thing 
as the Congress press över which the Congress has 
control, but it is true that many newspapers generally 
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suppou îhe Congress. But ■\\liether we can ınfluence 
them or not, we certaınly want to stop ali such fal&e 
and mısleadıng statements and to express ouı dıs- 
approval of them. In thıs matteı I can only heg to you 
to poınt out specıfic mstances so îhat mıght fake 
necessaiy actıon. 

I note that yoü say aboul ihe pubUcation of om 
coırespondence I have not gol wıtJı me copıes of youı 
coırespondence ^vıth Mahatma Candhı. I am theıefoıe 
wııtmg to hım to seek his permıssion as suggested hy 
you. 


I am afraıd ıl wıll haıdlv be possıble for nıe to 
■vısU Bombay ın Apnl or May. Early ın Jnne 1 ıntemî 
saılıng for Europe. Itt case I go to Bombay eaıheı 
I shall mform you so that ^ve mıght Iıave îhe oppoı- 
tunıty of meetıng. I understand that you wıll be mcclıng 
Mahatma Gandhı in tlıe near future. 


Yours sincercij, 
(5(/.) jARAllAnr-AL Nehru. 

Press stalement i^^sued bj Mr. M A. Jınııah, 
Presîdent of the AIMndia Muslini Lcagtıe idinle releas- 
îng the correspondence lıeUvccn hım and Pnndjl 
Ja\vaharlal Nehru. 
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Moııııl Pleasîuıl Ivoatl, 
Malahar lîill. Punıbay. 
Januarv 7, 1910. 


I irpn'l U> fiiKİ tiıat î'aııdit Ja\\'aljarlal N<'iını, 
(luriııp: ))i> racont tdiır in tl)c Punjal) and clsaulıere. has 
ihoufiht fit atlark nu* in a ınannar nmvorthy (»f any 
resjıonsihlc loadar. Ih? arcnsas ma of lıainıı lıant upon 
thc pra^arvation of Hritislı dorninalion ovar Iıulia \vliiah 
I can onlv aliaraa.larisa as not onlv uınvarranlad. Iml 

his 


maan. The n?nsons for lıis rafnsin" lo ı•ontinna 
talk< \\ilii ınc. as civan hv hım. far from correa.t. 

' W 

mislcading and unfair. 


arc 


I would not furihcr commcni npon lıis recklcss 
and iiTCsjıonsihlc prononnccments. bnl I shall resi 
■content with releasing thc corrcspondcncc helAvecn us 
•on Uıc sııhjcct. This Avili sho\v llıe true rcasons for lıis 
refusing lo procccd fıırllıcr in llıc nıatlcr. and I leave 
il lo llıe public lo judge llıc impossihle allilııde ihal is 
being laken np by him and llıc Congress. 


From Pandil Jawaharlal Nehru lo Mr. M. A. 
Jinnab. 

Anand Blıawan, 

Allaliabad, December 1, 1939. 

TVIy dear Jinnab, 

"^Hıen vve met last in Delin, il was agreed tbal we 
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should meet ağam to dıscuss vanous aspects of the 
communal problem You told me that on your relum: 
to Bombay you ıvould AMite lo me suggestıng some date 
for sucb a meetıng I have been lookıng fonvard to* 
your letter since then I hope that ^vhenever ıt ıs 
convenıent for you lo fix date you %vıll kındly lel me- 
know 

Sır StafFord Cnpps ıs comıng to Indıa soon and 
ıs lıkely to spend two or ihree weeks m tbıs country 
He IS on his way lo Clıına I do not >et exactly kno^v 
when he "vvıU reach here, but probabîy he ^vıll come ın 
about a week’s time Durıng his brıef stay m Indıa lıe 
%souId İlke to meet 50 u ıf that ıs possıble I do not 
know his piogramme at ali, nor do I know ıvhal cıtıes 
he ıntends vısıtıng But I take it that he imİİ go to 
Bombay Could >ou kındly let me knoıs ıf >ou arc 
lıkely to be ın Bombay about the llıırd ^veek of tbıs 
monlh or later ^ Tlııs Information mıgbt lıelp hım to 
aırange his programme He ıs comıng bj aır and nılî 
land m Allababad 


Yours sınccrel}, 
(Sd) Ja'vnaiiaiilal Nehru. 
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From Mr. M. A. Jinnalı to Pandit Jawaharlal 


Nelıru. 


Mount Pleasant Road,. 
Malabar Hili, 
Bombay, 

4th December 1939.. 


My dear Jawalıar, 


I am in receipt of your letter of the İst December,. 
and thank yon for it. As at present advised I hope to- 
be in Bombay for the next two or three weeks, and if 
it is conveni^ent to you I slıall be very glad to see you' 
and fix up any date that may süit you. Please, therefore,. 
let me know what date and time will süit you. 

As regards Sir Stafford Cripps, I received a letter 
from him, and I have already replied to him c/o your 
address as directed by him, and as I have already stated 
I shall be here in Bombay and as he is arriving at 
Allahabad on the 8th, as I understand from his letter, 
I shall be very glad to see him when he is in Bombay. 
On hearing from him I shall fix up also the date and' 
time that may süit him. 


Yours sincerely, . 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH.- 
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Fi om Pandıt Jawaharlal Nehnı lo Mı M A 
Jınnah v 

Aııaiîd Blıa^van, 
Allahabad, Decembeı 9, 1939 

My Deaı Jınnah, 

Two days ago I sent you a letteı ınfoımıng you 
that I ıntended goıng to Bombay soon and hoped to 
meet you theıe Yesleıday morning I lead ın tlıe ne\Vö 
papers youı statement fixıng Decembeı 22nd as a day 
of dehveıance and thanksgıvıng as a nnık of lelıef tlnt 
the Congress Governments bave at last ceased to func- 
tion I have lead tlus stalemenl very caıefuU> moıe 
than önce and have gıven twenlyfouı Iıouıs thought to 
the matter It ıs not for me, ın tlııs letter, lo enler ınlo 
any coniroversy about facls or ımpıessıons or con 
clusions You knoıv my vıews about ihesc, formed, I 
hope, ın ali eaınesiness and wıllı ali desıre lo fınd the 
trutlı It may be that I am mıslaken, but I ln\e sought 
TOore lıght and that lıght has not come 

But -vvlıat Ins oppressed me terrıbly since yesterdıy 
ıs the realısation that our sense of \'ilues and ohjcclıves 
m life and polıtıcs dıffers so \ery greaüy I had hoped, 
afteı om coınersatıons, that tlııs nas not «o great, hut 
non tlıe gulf appears to he nıder tinn evci. Undcr 
these cnaınislances, I vvonder nhnl purpo^e nıll be 
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served by oıır discussing willı each ollıer ihe problems- 
ibal confronl us. Tliere musl be some common ground 
for discussioıı. soıue comnıoıı objeclive aimed al, for 
llıal discussion lo yield fruil. I tlıiıık. I owe it to you 
as \\'ell as lo myself lo pul ihis diflıculty before you. 

You Avere good enough to sbow me in Delhi a letter 
you had received from Bijnor. I enquired into the 
maller and anı inforıned tbal ihe version of facls giveıı 
lo you is not correct and is u'lıoll}’’ misleading. îf you 
^voııld çare lo have an explanalion of wbal happened, 
I could oblain it for you from Bijnor. For tbis purpose, 
I u'ould like lo have a copy of ihe leller you sho^ved me 
in Delhi. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) Jawaharlal Nehru. 

From Mr. M. A. Jinnah to Pandit Jhwaharlal 
Nehru. 

Mount Pleasant Road,. 

Malabar Hili, 
Bombay, 

13th December 1939.. 

Dear Jawaharlal, 

I anı in receipt of your letter of the 19th Decembeıv 
I did not know where to address my reply to yon 



142 


LEADERS’ CORRESPO\DENCE 


as your movements ıvere reported ın the press to be 
uncerlaın, The latest annoıınceraent ıs that >ou aıe 
arrıvıng ın Bombay on the 14th of December and I am 
tlierefore sendıng thıs lelteı to your Bombay addıess 
I quıte agree ıvıth you that “ theıe must be some conı- 
mon groıınd for dıscussıon, some common objectıve 
aımed at for that dıscussıon to yıeld fruıt ” , that ıs 
tlıe very reason why I made ıt clear m our conversatıons 
at Delhi ın October la«t lo Mr. Gandhı and your^elf. 
First, that so long as the Congress ıs not prepared to 
treat the Müslim League as the autlıoııtatıve and le* 
pıesenlatıve organısation of the Mussalmans of Indıa, 
İt was not possıble to carry on talks regardmg tlıe Hindu* 
Müslim settlement as that was the hasis laıd doım by 
the ıvoıkıng commıtlee of the AII indin Mu'^lım League, 
and second, that cannol endoıse tlıe Congress demand 
for the declaratıon as laıd do\\n m ihe resolulion of 
the Workıng Committee confirmed by tlıe Ali nldıa 
Congress Commıttee of lOlh October 1939, apait from 
the nebulous and ımpractıcable clıqracteı of ıt, tıll '«e 
reach an agreement ıvıth regard to tlıe mmorıty problem. 
Tlıe Müslim League ı\as also not sıtıfied imİİi tlıe 
declaratıon made by the Vıceroy. If happıly ^\c could 
«eltle tlıe Hindu Müslim qucstıon, thcn ı\e ıvould hc m 
a posıtion to eıoUe an agreed formula for a demand of 
declaratıon by Hia Majcsly's GoıernmcıU tliat ıvould 
satısfy us , neıther tlıe fırsi nor the second «uggC'tıon of 
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İlline wa< aoceptahle to Mr. Gandlıi ur to yoın>elf at 
Delhi, hu! you ıvcre ponci enouiilj to exp^^‘;^ yoıır uaVh 
thal you wnıl(l likc to nıeel nıc apaiıı and I <aid tlıal I 
^vou]d he ahvay.*^ nlad to see you. Iıı reply lo yoıır Icitcr 
of the 1^1 Deeemher expre>sinjı your nish lo ■'ce me in 
Bonıhav. 1 infornıod vou tiıat I shall he. in Hoınhav 

«’ r • 

tül tiıe 3rd \veek of Deeemher and I shall he jılad to 
<cc YOU. and î can onlv .-av thal if vou dcsire lo di<cu.-s 
ihc nıatter furllıcr T anı al your dir^jıot^al. 


A.S rep:ard< your rcference to tlıe Bijnor incidcnt 
I anı sure tlıal you ıvill agrcc \vilh nıc tlıal il lecpıircs 
a ihorough judicial cxanıination and cıupıiry hcforc 
anv conciusion can hc arrivcd al. and il is lıardlv worllı 

1 ^ ^ m 

our vhilc lo deal with onc inslancc, for in my judgmcnt 
ihc vîıole \vorking of tlıc con.slilution and our chargcs 
againsi llıc Congrcss Govenınıcnl musl bc ihoroııghly 
cvamined by a Royal Connnission. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 


Pandit Jaıvalıarlal Nebin, c/o Mr. Halbi Singh, 
Sakina Mansion, 

Carmicbael Road, 

BOMBAY. 
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From Pandıt Jawalıarlal Nehru to Mr. M A. 
Jınnah. 

Sakjna Mansion, 
Carmıchael Road, 
Bomba\. 

December 14, 1939 

Mv dear Jınnah, 

Thank yon for your leller of ihe 13tlı December 
whıch was delıvered to me in ihe forenoon todaj on 
my arnval here I seni you my îast letler from Allaha* 
bad after readıng and gıvıng full tbought to >oıır State 
ment about the celebraiıon of “a day of deluerance 
and thanksgıvıng ” by the Muslıms Tlns statement lıad 
dıstıessed me greali) as ıl made me realjee that the 
gulf that sepaıated us m our approaclı to publıc 
problems ^^as very greal In vıcw of tlns fundamenlıl 
dıflference, I ıvondered what common ground tliere 'vvas 
for dıscussıon and I pul m) dıfiicnlt) before >ou Tini 
dıffîcully remaıns 

In jouı lelter you Iıave emphasızed tno otljpr 
prelımınary condıtıons before any common ground for 
dıscussıon can arîse Tlıe first ıs that tJıe Congrc-^s 
nıust tıeat the Mu«lnn League as the aulhonlalne and 
repre^entatı^e organnation of Üıc Mussaîmans of imha. 
The Congre^s has ah>a>s consıdercd the League as a >cı> 
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imporlaııt and inflııenlial organisalion of Üıe Muslims 
and it is because of tlıis that we lıave been eager lo 
selüe any differences lliat may exist betvveen us. But 
presumably wbat you suggest is sometbing nıore and 
involves soıne kind of repudiation by us or dissociation 
from otlıer Muslims "svlıo are not in the League, wlıo 
have been and are our closest colleagues. There are, 
as you know, a large numİ3er of Muslims in the Congress, 
■who have been and are our closest colleagues. There are 
Muslini organisations like tlıe Jamial-ul-'Ulema, the 
Albindia Shia Conference, tlıe Majlis-e-AIırar, the All- 
India Moniin Conference, ete., apart from trade unions 
and peasant unions which have many Muslims as their 
members. As a general rııle, many of these organisa¬ 
tions and individuals have adopted tlıe same political 
platform as we have done in the Congress. We cannot 
possibly dissociate ourselves from them or disown them 
in any way. 

You İlâve rightly pointed out on many occasions 
that the Congress does not represent every body in India. 
Of course not. It does not represent those who disagree 
with it, ıvhether they are Muslims or Hindus. In the 
ultiniate analysis it represents its members and 
sympathisers. So also the Müslim League, as any other 
organisation, represents its own members and sympa- 

t 

thisers. But there is this vital dilference that while 
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the Congress conslitulionally has its membership öpen 
to ali who subscribe to its objective and methods, the 
Müslim League is only öpen to' Muslims. Tiuıs the 
Congress constitutionally has a national hasis and it 
cannot give that up without putting an end to its exis* 
tence. There are many Hindus, as you know, in tlıe 
Hindu Mahasabha wiıo oppose the idea of The Congress 
represnting the Hindus as such. Then there are the 
Sikhs and others who daim that they should he heard 
when communal matters are considered. 

I am afraid therefore that if your desire is that 
we should consider the League as the sole organisation 
represenling the Muslims to the exclusion of ali others, 
we are wholIy unable to accede to it. It would he 
egually at variance ’vvitlı facts if we made a similar 
daim for the Congress, in spile of the vastness of the 
Congress organisation. But I would venlure to say flıat 
such questions do not arise \vhen two organisations deal 
with each other and consider problems of mutııal 
interest. 

Your second poini is that the Muslîm League 
cannot endorse the Congress demand for a declaration 
from the Brilîsh Govenımenl. I regret to learn tlıis for 
tlıis means that, apari from communal qucslions, n'c 
differ enlirely on purely political grounds. TIjc Con¬ 
gress demand is essenlialJy for a declaration of n'ar aîms 
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and more especially for a declaration of Indian inde- 
pendeııce and tlıe riglıt of tlıe Indian people lo frame 
tlıeir own constitution 'vvitlıonl external interfer ence. If 
llıe Müslim League does not agree lo tlıis, llıis means 
tliat our political objectives are wlıolly dissimilar. The 
Congress demand is not new. It is inherent in article 
one of tlıe Congress and ali our policy for many years 
past has been based on it. It is inconceivable lo me 
hoîo the Congress can give it up or even vary it. Per- 
sonally I ıvould be entirely opposed to any attempt at 
variation. But tbis is not a personal matter. There is 
a resolution of the All-India Congress Committee, en- 
dorsed by a thousand meetings ali över India, and I am 
poıverless to ignore it. 

It thus seems that politically \ve have no common 
ground and that our objectives are different. That in 
itself makes discussion difficult and fruitless. What led 
me to ıvrite my last letter to you also remains the 
propspect of a celebration of a day of deliverance by 
the Muslims as suggested by you. That raises very vital 
and far-reaching issues, in which I need not go now, 
but -vvhich must influence ali of us. That approach to 
the communal problem cannot be reconciled with an 
' attempt to solve it. 

I feel therefore that it 'vvill serve littie purpose for 
us to meet at this stage and under these conditions with 
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thıs background I should like to assure you lıo^vever 
that we are ahvays pıepared to lıave free and frank 
dıscussıons of tlıe communal or other problems as 
between the Congress and tbe League 

I note what you say about the Bıjnor ıncıdent It 
has been our mısfortune that charges are made ın a 
one sıded way and they are never ınguıred ınto oı dıs 
posed of You wıU apprecıale that ıt ıs veıy easy to 
make complaınts and very unsafe to lely upon them 
^vıthout due ınguıry. 

Youıs sıncerelj, 
{Sd ) JaWAHARL4L Neiirü 

M A Jınnah Esq, 

Mount Pleasant Road, 

Malabar Hdl, 

BOMBAY 

Letter from Mr M A Jınmlı to Pandıt Ja^vnhar- 
lal Nehrıı 

Mount Pleasant Road, 
Malabar HılI, 
December 15, 1939 
Bomba), 

Dear Ja\vabarHl, 

I am m rcceıpt of >our lellcr of ihc Idth Dcccmber 
1939 and I am sorr) to sa> tlıal you ba\e not nppre 
ciated nıy posıtion 'ivıth regard to tlıc second pouıt I 
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did lîot say that Muslini League cannot enderse the 
Congress deınand for a declaration from Britislı Gov¬ 
ernment. I have said Avas tlıal ’vve cannot enderse 

the Congress deınand for the declaration as laid doıvn 

* 

in the resolution of the ıvorking committee and confirmed 
by the All-India Congress Committee of the lOth Octo- 
ber 1939 for the reasons I have already specifıed in 
my letter. 

If tlıis resolution of the Congress cannot be modi- 
fied in any way and as you say tlıat personally you 
would be entirely opposed to any attempt at variation 
of it and as you make it clear tlıat you are ıvholly un- 
able to treat with the Müslim League as the authoritative 
and representative organisation of the Mussalmans of 
India, may I know in tlıese circumstances what do you 
expect or wish me to do. 

Yours sincerely, 
(SfZ.) M. A. JlNNAH. 

Letter from Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to Mr. M. A. 

Û 

Jinnah. 

Bombay, December 16, 1939. 

My Dear Jinnah, 

Thank you for your letter of December 15th. 

I realise the difference you have pointed out. Of 
course the Müslim League cannot oppose the idea of 
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any declaration. What the Congress had asked for 
\vas an enunciation of war aims and a recognition of 
India’s independence and the right of her people to 
frame their constitulion, a right tliat must necessarily 
he inherent in independence. AIl these are hasic prin- 
ciples which flQw from our objective of independence, 
and as the Müslim League has tlıe same declared objec¬ 
tive, there should be no difference of opinion about 
them. In the application of these principles many im- 
portant matlers will no doubt have l(^ be considered. 
But so far as the basic demands are concerned, they are 
of the very essence of Indian nationalism. To give 
them up or to vary them materıally is to knock domı 
our case for independence. 

In regard to the war aîso tlıe Congress has 
repeatedly declared its policy during the last deven 
years. The present declaration is a logical outconıe of 
that policy. I have personally had some slıare in 
^shaping this policy and I have attaclıcd imporlancc 
to it. You n'ill apprecialc ihal it is excecdingly 
difTıcııll, apart from tlıe queslion of desirahilit)', to 
vary such long-establislıcd and fundamental policics. 
These policîes are poVıtical in iheir essence and, I nonld 
venture to say, are ihc only policics vlıiclı flow from a 
demand for Indian freedom. Details may he consider.cd 
and discussed, their application should hc norked out 
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in mutual co-operation and, in particular, the interests 
of various groups and minorities should be considered 
carefully and protected. But to cballenge the very basis 
of that declaration is to demonstrate that there is a great 
diflference in political outlook and policies. This, as 
such, has nothing to do with the Hindu-Muslim problem. 
It is because of this that I feel that there is littie in 
common in our political objectives. 

May I say again that no one on our behalf, so 
far as I know, challenges or minimises the authority, 
influence and importance of the Müslim League. It is 
for this reason that we have been eager to discuss 
matters with it and to arrive at a satisfactory solution 
of the problems that confront us. Unfortunately we never 
seem to reach even the proper discussion of these prob¬ 
lems as various hurdles and obstructiohs, in the shape 
of conditions precedent, come in our way. These con- 
ditions precedent, as I have ventured to point out to 
you, have far-reaching significance. I do not know 
why they should be allowed to obstruct ali progress or 
prevent us from considering these problems. It should 
not be difficult to remove these hurdles and come to 
grips with the subject itself. But as these hurdles 
continue and odıers are added to them, I am compelled 
to think that tlıe real difficulty is the dilference in 
political Outlook and objectives. 
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At the present moment, the decision to have an 
all India demonstration on December 22nd has added 
a psychological barrier which effectively prevents 
mutual approach and discussion. I regret this exceed- 
ingiy and have earneslly wished tliat you ^v'ould see 
your way to remove ihıs barrier which is leading and 
can only lead to I stiU hope that you may 

be able to do so» 

I do wish to assure you ibat for my pari I do not 
waı\t to leave any stone unlurned ^vhich can lead to 
mutual understanding and seltlement. But you will 
not have me, as I do not wanl to have you, leave integrity 
of mind and purpose in pursuit of anytliing. Nothing 
vortlnvhile can be gaîned that \vay. I have deep 
political conviclions and I have laboured in accordance 
wilh them these many years. I cannot leave ihem at 
any time, much less now wl»en llıe \vorld is in the 
throes of a terrific crisîs, 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd) Jawaiiarlal Nkuuu. 

M. A. Jinnah Esq., 
îvlount ■pleasanl Road, 

Malabar Ilill, 

Bombay. 
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CoiTespondence between Mr. Sublıas Chandra 
Bose, tlıe tlıen President of the Congress and Mr. M. A. 
Jinnab, Üıe President of the All-India Müslim League. 

Copy of tlıe note handed över by Mr. Bose to 
Mr. Jinnab. 

1938 

In tlıe course of tlıe talks betıveen the Congress 
President and Mr. M. A. Jinnah, President of the Ali 
Iııdia Muslini League, Mr. Jinnah suggested that any 
agreement that ıııight be arrived at sbould be based on 
a clear understanding of the position of the Congress 
and that of the Müslim League. He proposed that the 
conversation should proceed on the following hasis :— 

“ The All-India Müslim League as the autlıoritative 

and the representative organisation of the Iııdian Mus- 

lims, and the Congress as the authoritative organisation 

% 

of the solid body of Hindu opinion, have liereby agreed 
to the following terms by way of a pact betıveen the two 

9 

majör communities and as a settlement of the Hindu- 
Muslim guestion.” 

After further consideration a somewhat dilferent 
wording was suggested by hini as follows :— 

“ The Congress and the Ali Iııdia Müslim League 
as the authoritative and representative organisation of 
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the Mussalmans of Indıa have heıeby agıeed to the 
folIowmg terms of a Hındu-Muslım settlement by way 
of a pact ” 

The second stateınenl, tbough sborteı, apparently 
embodıes the same ıdea Avhıcb ıs gıven m the first, that 
ıs, that the Congress should represent the Hındus and 
the Müslim League the Mussalmans. 

The Congress canııot possıbly consıder ıtself or 
funciion as ıf ıt represented one communıty only, even 
though tliat mıght be the majonly communıty ın Indıa. 
Its doors must ınevılably be öpen to ali communıtıe» 
and ıt must welcome ali Indıans who agree wılh ıts 
geneıal polıcy and melhods It cannot accept the posı* 
tion of representıng one communıty and thus ıtself 
becomıng a communa! organı^^alıon At the same time 
the Congress ıs perfeclly ıvıllıng to confer and co operate 
Avılh other organısations ıvhıclı repıesent mmorıty 
jnterests 

It ıs obvıoııs that the Mussalmans of Indn, ihouglı 
a mmorıty m the ^\hole country, foım a vcry consıder- 
abîe part of the populatıon and dıeır ^vıshes and dc&rres 
must he consıdcred ın any sclıcmc affeclıng indin It 
ıs also tnıe tliat the Ali Indıa Müslim League i» an 
organısation rcpre«enl\ng a largc hod> of Muslini 
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opinion w}ıiclı must cany weîglıt. It is for tlıis reason 
tlıat tlıe Congress has endeavoured lo ımdersland the 
view-point of tlıe League and to come to an undersland- 
ing ıvitlı it. Tlıe Congress, lıowever, would he hound 
to consult other existing Muslini organisations which 
have co-operated ıvitlı tlıe Congress in tlıe past. Further 
in tlıe event of other group or niinority interests heing 
involved it ıvill be necessary to consult representatives 
of such interests. 


Letter from Mr. Bose to Mr. Jinnah. 

Bombay, May 15, 1938. 


Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

# 

Last night I gave you a note explaining our posi- 
tion. You asked nıe what constructive proposals we 
had to make. I think the note is self-explanatory. 
Having made kııown tlıe Congress reaction to your 
suggestion, according to us, it remains now to proceed 
to the next stage namely appointment of respective 
committees which will jointly settie the terms of 

understanding. 

\ 

* 

» 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) SuBHAs C. Bose. 
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Letler from Mr. Jitmah to Mr. Bose. 

Bombay, 16lh May, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Bose, 

I acknoAvledge the receıpt of a note you handed 
över to me on behalf of the Congress on the 14th, and 
also I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your lelter ' 
dated 15th of May, 1938. The malter will be placed 
before the Executive Council and the Working Com- 
mittee of the AlMndia Müslim League at a meeting to be 
called in the first -^veek of June, and I >vill communicate 
to you the decision as soon as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JiNNAir. 

Letler from Mr, M. A. Jînnah !o Mr. Bose. 

Bombay, 5lh June, 1938, 

Dear Mr. Bose, 

I am enclosing herewilh unanimous opinion of the 
Execulive Council of the AIl India Müslim League as 
promised by me in my lelter daled Üıe 16th of May ■vvith 
reference to tlıe note given to me by you on behalf of 
the Congress and your letler of the 15th of May 1938. 

Yours sincerely, 

(5d.) M. A. JlNNAlI. 
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Resolution No. 1- 

Tlıe Executive Council of the Ali India Müslim 
League Has considered the ıiote handed över by the 
President Mr. S. Bose on hehalf of the Congress to 
Mr. Jinnah the President of the All-India Muslini League 
on the 14th May and his letter of tlıe 15tlı May 1938 and 
find that it is not possible for the All-India Müslim 
League to treat or negotiate ıvith the Congress the 
question of Hindu-Muslim settlement except on thö hasis 
that tlıe Muslini League is the authoritative and represen- 
tative organisation of the Mussalmans of India. 

Resolution No. 2 — 

The Council ha ve also considered the letter -of Mr. 
Gandhi dated the 22nd May 1938 and are of opinion 
that it is not desirable to incinde any Müslim in the 
personnel o.f the proposed Committee that, may he 
appointed by the Congress. 

Resolution No. 3— 

The Executive Council wish to make it clear that 
it is Üıe declared policy of the Ali India Müslim League 
that ali other minorities should have their rights and 
interest safe-guarded so as to create a sense of security 
amongst them and win their confidence and the Ali 
India Müslim League will consult the representatives of 
such minorities and any other interest as may be 
involved, when necessary. 
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Letter from Subhas Chandra Bose to Mr M A 
Jınnah 

Wardha, 25th July, 1938 

Dear Mr Jınnah, 

The Workıng CommıUee has gıven all the attention 
ıt was possıble for ıt to give lo the resolutions of the 
Müslim League you ^vere good enough to enclose ^vıllı 
your letter of the 5th June 1938 Tlıe first resoluuon 
of the League Councıl defines the status of the League 
If İt means that, before we proceed to set up a machıner) 
for consıderıng tlıe terms of settlement of tlıe communal 
questıon, the Congress should recognıse the status as 
defined ın that resolulion, there ıs an obvıous dıfKcuîtj 
Though the resolutıon does not use the adjectıve * only 
the language of the resolulion means lliat the adjectı\e 
ıs ıınderstood Alıeady the Workıng Commıttee İns 
receıved wamıngs agaınst recognısıng the exclusı\e 
status of the League There are Müslim organısatıons 
uhıch Inve been funclıonıng ındependently of the 
Müslim League Some of thcm aıe staunclj supportcr^ 
of the Congress Moreover, there are ındiMdual 
Muslıms ^vIıo are Congres'îman, some of ıslıom exercı«c 
no ınconsıderable ınfluence ın ihc countr> Then there 
ıs the Frontıer Provınce \\hich ıs oıenvlıcInııngU 
Müslim and ^\lııclı ıs «^olıdl) ^Mth the Congres« You 
\\ıU «ee tlnt ın the face of the**c knoı^n facts ıt ıs not 
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only impossible, bul iıuproper loı- ibe Congress to make 

ihe admission wbiclı llıe fırsi resolulioıı of ihe Leagııe 

Coııncil apparenlly desires ihe Congress lo make. It 

is sııggested dıal llıe slalııs of organisalions does not 

accrııe lo llıem by any defining of il. Il comes llırouglı 

llıe service lo ıvliiclı a parlicular organisalion has dedi- 

•caled ilself. The Working Conımillee llierefore hopes 

lliat llıe Leagııe Coııncil will nol ask llıe Congress lo 

■do llıe impossible. Is il nol enoııgh llıal llıe Congress 

is nol only ıvilling bul eager lo eslablisîı ılıe friendliesl 

relalions ıvillı llıe Leagııe and lo come lo an bonourable 

underslanding över llıe mudi vexed Hindu-Muslim 
« 

•queslion ? 

Al this slage il may perhaps be as well lo slate 
llıe Congress daim. Tlıouglı il is admitled tlıal llıe 
largest nunıber of persons to be found on tlıe ııumerous 
Congress registers are Hindus, tlıe Congress has a fairly 
large ıııımber of Muslinıs and members of olher com- 
munities professing different faiths. It has been an 
unbroken tradition with tlıe Congress to represent ali 
€ommunities, ali races, and ali classes to whom India 
is tlıeir home. From its iııception il has often had dis- 
tinguished Mııslims as Presidents and as General 
Secretaries who enjoyed ihe confidence of tlıe Congress 
and of the country. The Congress tradition is that 
though a Congressman does not cease to belong to the 

11 


t 
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Faith in which he is bom and bred up, no one comes 
to the Congress by virtue of his faith ; he is in and of 
the Congress by virtue of his endorsement of the poIiticaL 
principles and policy of the Congress. The Congress 
therefore is in no sense a communal organisation. In 
fact it has ahvays fought the communal spirit because 
it is detrimental to the growlh of püre and undefiled 
nalionalism. But whilst the Congress makes this daim, 
and has sought, with more or less success, to live up to 
the daim, the Working Committee asks for no recognî' 
tîon from the League Council. The Committee would 
be glad if your Council would come to an understandîng 
with the Congress in order thal vve might achieve national 
solidarity and whoIe-hearledly \vürk for realising our 
coramon desliny. 

As to the second >resolulion of llıe Council, I am- 
afraid that it is not possible for the Working Committee 
to conform to the desire expresscd therein. 

The third resolution, the Working Committee is 
unable to understand. So far as the Working Committee 
is aware, the Müslim League is purely a communal 
organisation, in the sense lUat il seeks to serve Müslim 
interests and its membership too is open only to Muslims. 
Tlıe ^Vorking Committee also has ali aîong undcrslood 
that so far as the League is concemed, it desîres, and 
rightly, a settlcment with the Congress on the Hindu- 
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Müslim guestion and not on guestions affecting ali 
miııorities. So far as tlıe Congress is concerned, if the 
otiıer miııorities have a grievance against the Congress, 
it is ahvays ready to deal witlı them as it is its bounden 
duty to do, being by its very constitııtion and organisa- 
tion representative of ali India without distinction of 
caste or creed. 

In view of tlıe foregoing I hope that it will be 
possible for us to take up the next stage in our negotia- 
tions for reachiııg settlement. 

. It is suggested tliat as the previous correspondence 
bas already been published, it would be wise to take 
the public into confidence and publisb the subseguent 
correspondence between us. If you are agreeable these 
documents will be immediately released for publication. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) SuBHAS C. Bose. 

Letter from Mr. M. A. Jinnah to Mr. S. Bose. 

Dated 2nd August, 1938. 

Bear Mr. Bose, 

I placed your letter dated the 25th of July 1938 
before the meeting of the Executive Council of the Ali 
India Müslim League. 

The Executive Council gave its earnest attention 
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and careful consıderation to the arguments whıch were 
argued ın your letter for persuadmg ıt not to daim the 
status İt has done ın ıts resolution No 1 already com 
munıcated to you I am desıred to State that ın definıng 
the status the Councıl was not actuated by any motive of 
securıng an admıssion, bul lıad merely stated an 
accepted fact 

The Councıl ıs fully convınced that the Muslini 
League ıs tlıe only aullıorılalıve and representatıve 
polıtıcal organısatıon of the Mussalmans of Indıa Tİııs 
posıtion ıvas accepted tvhen the Congıes» League Pact 
was arnved at m 1916 at Lucknow and ever since, tıll 
1935 ıvhen Jınnah Rajendra Prashnd conversation took 
place, ıt has not been questıoned The Ali Indıa 
Müslim League, therefore, does not requıre any admış 
sıon Ol recognıtıon from tlıe Congıess and not dıd the 
resolution of the Executıve Councıl passed at Bomba> 
But ın vıew of the fact that the posıtion—ın fact the ^ery 
exıstence—of tlıe League had been questıoned by Pandıt 
Jaualnrlal Nehru, tlıe Presıdent of the Congress, ın 
one of his statemenis uhereın Iıe assertcÜ that theıe 
were only tuo parlıes ın the couniry vi7 tlıe Bntıslı 
Government and the Congress, ıt ıvas consıdcrcd ncccs* 
sary by tlıe Executne Councıl to ınform the Congress 
of the hasis on uhıch tlıe negotıatıons beluccn the luo 
organısations could proceed 
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Besides, tlıe very fact tlıal the Coııgress approaclıed 
the Muslini League. to enler into negotiations for a 
settlement of ihe Hindu-Mııslim question it presupposed 
tlıe autlıoritative and representative cliaracter of the 
League and as such its riglıt to conıe to an agreement 
on behalf of tlıe Mussalnıans of Iııdia. 

The Couııcil are aware of the fact that there is a 
Coııgress coalition government in N.W.F.P. and also 
that there are sonıe Muslims in tlıe Coııgress organisation 
in other provinces. But tlıe Couııcil is of opinion that 
these Muslims in the Congı*ess do not and cannot 
represent the Mussalnıans of Iııdia, for the simple 
reason that tlıeir number is very insignificant and that 

t » 

as members of the Congress tlıey have disabled them- 
selves from representing or speaking on behalf of the 
Müslim community. Were it not so, the whole daim 
of the Congress alleged in your letter regarding its 
national character would fail to the ground. 

As regards “ the other Müslim organisations ■' to 
ıvhich reference has been made in your letter, but whom 
you have not even named, the Council considers that 
it would have been more proper if no reference had been 
made to them. If they collectively or individually had 
been in a position to speak on behalf of the Mussalmans 
of India, the negotiations. with the Müslim League for 
a settlement of ^ the Hindu-Muslim question would not 

S 
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have been initiated by the President of the Congress and 
Mr. Gandhi. However, so far as the Müslim League is 
concemed it is not aware that any Müslim political 
organisation bas ever made a daim that it can speak 
or negotiate on behalf of the Muslims of India. It is, 
therefore, very much to be regretted that you should 
have referred to “ other Müslim organisations ” in this 
connection. 

The Council is egually anxious to bring about a 
settlement of “the much vexed Hindu-Muslîm queslion” 
and thus hasten the realization of the common goal, bul 
it is painful to fınd that subtIe arguments are being 
introduced to cloud the issue and relard tlıe progress 
of the negotiations. 

In view of the facls stated above the Council stili 
hopes that the represenlaüve character of the Müslim 
League will not be guestioned and tlıat the Congress will 
proceed to appoint a coramillee on that hasis. 

With reference to tlıe second resolulion tlıe Council 
^v’ishes to poînt out that il considered undesireablc the 
inciusion of Mussalmans in the Commiltee that mighl 
be appoinled by ibe Congress because il Avould mccl to 
solve and settle the Hindıı-Muslim question and so in 
the very nature of tlıe issucs involved tlıey wouîd not 
command the confıdence of eitlıer Hindu or tlıe Mus- 
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salmans and tlıeir position indeed would be most 
embarrassing. The Council, therefore, request you to 
consider tlıe gııestion in the ligbt of the above 
observations. 

Witlı reference to tlıe third resolution it was the 
memorandum of tlıe Coııgress referred to in your letter 
dated the 15th of May 1938 in which mention of other 
minorities was nıade and the Müslim League expressed 
its willingness to consult tlıem, if and 'vvlıen it ‘vvas 
necessaiy in consonance witlı its declared policy. 

As regards your desire for the release of the 
. correspondence, inciuding this letter, for publication 
the Council has no objection to your doing so. 

Yours sincerely, 

{Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 

Letter from Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose to Mr. M. A. 
Jinnah. 

Calcutta, 2nd October, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

Your letter of the 2nd August, 1938 has heen 
placed hefore the Working Committee. After due 
deliberation it has resolved to reply as follows : 

“Though fhere are inaccuracies in your letter 
no purpose ^ill he served by dwelling on them. The 



168 


Leaders’ correspoxdence: 


substance of your letter seems to be that tlıe League does 
not expect tlıe Congress, vhether implicitly or explicitly, 
to acknowledge its status as tlıe autlıoritative Müslim 
organisation of India. If ihis view is accepted by tlıe 
League, I am auüıorised to state tlıat tlıe Working 
Committee will confer wilh tbe Committee thal may be 
appointed by tlıe League lo draw up tlıe terms of 
setllement, 

“Tlıe Working Committee Avili be represented by 
at least five of its members at ihe sitting of tlıe Con- 
ference.” 

“ As tlıe previous correspondence lıas already been 
released for publicalion, I am laking tbe liberly of 
issuİng this to tbe Press/* 

Yours siiıcerely, 
(Sd.) SüBHAs C. Bose. 

Letter from Mr. M. A. Jimialı to Mr. Bose. 

Lîltle Gibbs Road, Malabar HiH, 
Bombay, lOtlı Oclober, 1938. 

Dear Mr. Bose, 

I am in reccipl of your letter datcd tbe 2nd of 
Oclober ıvliich ıvas placed before tbe Executivc Courıcil. 
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I am autlıorised to State in reply as follows :— 

The Executive Coııncil of tlıe Ali India Müslim 
League regret very muciı thal the Working Committee 
of tlıe Congress should have enlirely misread my letter 
dated tlıe 2ııd of Augııst 1938 wlıiclı is quite clear and 
does not reguire any elııcidation or fıırther interpreta- 
tion. The Muslini League are stili ready to proceed 
with the negotiations for settlemeııt of the Hindu- 
Muslim question on the hasis defined hy my letter 
referred to above and woııld appoint its representatives 
to meet tlıe Committee tliat may be appointed by the 
Congress on the foothıg indicated by us in our three 
resolutions of tlıe 5th of June 1938 already communi- 
cated to yon. 

As ali the Correspoııdence so far in this coıınection 
has been published I am issuing this to the Press. 

Yours sincerely, 

{Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 
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enjoying po\vers witlıout being requlred to give account to 
any other authority. You have expressed your annoyance 
from time to time that Ministers are not more active in 
rousing public öpinion in respect'of matters relating to war 
or the general political situation. You will not allo\v Minis¬ 
ters to function and administer according to their own light 
and judgment. You and some of your officers will commit 
Government to policies and acts which Ministers do not 
approve of; and afterwards you expect them to stand up 
as obedient persons, fully justifying the results of your mis- 
taken pplicy. The brunt of the attack falls on Ministers. 
The Legislature is even procluded from criticising or com- 
menting oıı your conduct. You in your turn do not hesitate 
to take advantage of, and sometimes, even go beyond the 
spirit of, the provisions of the Government of İndia Act and 
the Instrument/ of Instructions, thus reducing ministerial 
administration to a mockery. 

“But the most difficult situation has been created with 
regard to the manner of suppression of the political movement. 

1 have told you repeatedly that, \vhile it is the duty of 
any Government to see that acts of lawlessness are not 
committed or that disturbances are not created specially 
during this grave emergency, Government must not in any 
manner provoke a crisis or encourage or make it possible 
' for officers to commit excesses or to inflict injury on 
innocent people. Where persons deliberately commit 
■ pffences, they must face the consequences of the Jaw. But 
in spite of öur best efforts, indiscriminate arrests have been 
made, innocent persons assulted and shot down, and 
oppression has been carried on in some parts in a manner 
hai'diy creditable to any civilized Government. The fact 
that some British prisoners of war under German control 
were .put under fetters roused the loud and angry protests of 
the British Government and its supporters. Can you not 
expresss even a fraction of that moral indignation for similar 
and even worse outrage committed on Indians by the agents 
of the British Government itself ? You have persistently 
.refused to have allegations enquired into and have also 
helped in the suppression of publication of accurate news. 

“The Congress movement in Midnapore took a very 
serious turn, and none can say anything in respect of any 
legitimate measures taken to deal with the persons guilty 
of serious offences against la\v. But in Midnapore repression 
hâs been carried on in a manner which resembles the 
activities of Germans in . occupied territories as advertised 
by the British* agencies. Hundreds of houses have been 



I 



174 


LEADERS’ CORRESPONDENCE 


statement of the so*calIed Standing Committee of the 
Sapru Conference, I shall, if necessary, deal ^ith ‘ihem 
later \vhen I have had sufiîcient time to examine them 
carefully. 

Letler from Sir Tej Bahadur Sapnı to Mr. Jinnah. 

Allahabad, 

Dated, 6th February 1941. 

My dear Jinnah, 

Since we met last in Bombay a few monihs ago, 
I have several times thoughl of \vriting to you, but I have 
never heen able, up to this moment, to make up my mind, 
Even now when I have decided to wile to you, I am 
writing this lelter with considerabİe hesitation, as, if 
I cannot make ihings beller than they are at preseni, 

I certainly do not, in ali conscience, want to make them 
worse. But I believe that since 1916 when we came 
together in the old India Legislative Council, you have 
knoAvn my views on the Hindu-Mahomedan queslion, 
and I am, therefore, venturing to hope that you will not 
misunderstand my point of view. 

AUhough, I have not been taking aclivc patt îrı 
politics of the counlry for the lasi few years, the old 
interest stili survives, and I follow fairly closely ihc 
trend of evenis. Tlıe trend of reccnt evenfs has only 
tended to confirm me in my belîef that the supremc 
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necessity of tlıe lıour is a settlement between tlıe Hindus 
and tlıe Muslims, or to put it in party politics, between 
tlıe Congı-ess and tlıe Hindu Sablıa and tlıe Müslim 
League. It is my misfortune tbat owing to some very 
strong convictions, I lıave found it impossible to join 
eitlıer of tlıe first two and for obvious reasons I could 
not be a niember of tlıe League of wlıich you are the 
President, and yet I feel tliat so long as tlıe tlıree big 
organised bodies of public opinion in India remain in 
tlıeir present state of relationslıip to each otlıer, tlıe 
future of this country cannot be by any means briglıt. 
It is not my purpose to discuss in tlıis letter wlıich of 
these three parties is to blame. I tliink tbat a discussion 
of tlıis cliaracter can never lead to any good ; indeed, 
I think, instead of doing good, it may do positive harın. 
You ıvill remember tbat even in August last when we 
met at Bombay, I told you tbat if tlıe Congress and Üıe 
Hindu Sabha would not, or were not prepared to cali a 
conference for the purpose of settling differences, there 
was no reasön why you, as tlıe President of a great and 
influential League, should not take the step forward. 
Since then I have been giving this matter my constant 
attention, and at last I have made up my mind to make 
a personal appeal to you. I do not, however, pretend 
to sail under false colours. I represent neither the one 
party nor the other. I can neither offer nor accept 
terms. I can only appeal to you in my individual çapa- 
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cıty-^ın the capacıty of one w1îo strongiy and genuınely 
Iıolds that the Muslıms are an mtegral paıt of Indıa 
and that theır wıllıng co operatıon wzth other communı 
tıes, must necessarıly condıtıon the natuıe, extent and 
speed of the progress of the country I am delıberatelj 
avoıdmg ali reference to the controversıal ıssues that 
dıvıde the one from the otlıer, as ıt ıs not for me to 
settie them, but for you and leadeıs of otlıeı partıe*?, 
who can ınfluence opınıon and speak for others to laıse 
these ıssues and to come to a settlement m regard to 
them As a realist, I feel that not only you but Mr 
Gandhı and the leaders of the Hindu Sabha, partıcularly 
Dr Savarkaı, are men on whom the pnmary responsı 
bılıty for a settlement of those ıssues lıes Neıtheı 
speeches on publıc platforms, nor statements and ınter 
vıews given by leadeıs, can really help the sıtualıon 
I tlıınk conversalions, oı ıf I may use a hncknejed 
phrase, lıeart to heart conversalions may possıbly lead 
to some satısfactor) results In any case eıen ıf the> 
do not, \\e shall have the satısfaction of kno\vıng that 
everythıng has heen done nlııclı could be done, to hrıng 
about a betler State of feelıng and understındıng I 
am, tlıerefore, \enturing to suggest on my oun account, 
■vMthout commıttıng an) olhcrperson, oran) other part), 
to my vıeus or suggestions that (1) )ou «houlcl ngrce 
iıist to meel Mr Gandlıı, and ihen the proce«s of prnalc 
talks could he cxtended to oüıcri» (2) If )ou and otlıer 
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Îead<-î> tİK'Jî J)ıink, that it Kould ?rrvc thc hest inlcrcsl 

of {!)(’ ('ountry. (o invilc a joint confereiıco, tlıen you ali 

oouîd îak<‘ flit' n<‘î'('>>aıy .''lago. I can a.^sıırc you of ıny 

pcr.'onal .•'tıpporl ajıd c{»-opcration in tlıis matlcr. If 

youf reply l<j nıy <uggc>tion i? tluıl you NvilI hc prcparcd 

io .- 01 * .Mr. (randlıi and talk ovcr ınatlors \vith hini, I 

0 

>lıa]l uritc tt) İlim and prcss il on him thal lıc ımı.^l 5ec 
you in Ikunhay or any otlıor placc tlıal ınay .‘^ııil your 
convenienco. î liopc vtny sirongiy ihal lıc \vill hc quilc 
^^•illing to .«fc you in llonıhay or any ollıcr convcnicni 
plac<‘ and discu'^s llıîng.« uitîı you. I lliink you two 
îshould nicel fır.-l. for if llu; country is dear lo him, I 
helicve. it i^ no Icss dcar to you. You may he al preseni 
idcnlified u'itlı thc Muslini League. T lıavc no kind of 
prcjudice againsi thc League or any onc conncclccl ıvillı 
il. and so far as you a re conccrncd, I slill prefer lo look 
upon you as î used to in days göne hy when olher 
people also lookcd up lo you, for guidance and advocacy 
of ihe calise of India, irrcspeclive of caste, colour or 


creed. 

If you arc ıvilling lo see Mr. Gandhi and lo discuss 
ihings I hope you ^Yİ11 permil me to lake him inlo confi- 
dence aboul u'hal you write lo mc. 


Wilh kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

« 

(Sd.) Tej Bahadur Sapru. 

i \ 

12 
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Letter fronı Mr. M. A. Jinnah to Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru. 

Bombay, 

Daled, lOth February, 1941. 

My dear Sapru, 

I am in receipl of your lelter of ihe 6th instant 
and thank you for it. I have given to it my closest 
consideration coming as il does from you. 

The main purpose on whîcb you have concentrated 
is directed towaıds trying to induce me to agree to see 
Mr. Gandhi, I am sorry to find that you are under the 
impression that I am reluctant and opposed to seeing 
Mr. Gandhi oı any olher Hindu leader on hehalf of 
the Hindu community, for you say in youı letter that I 
should agree first to see Mr. Gandhi. Then you proceed 
to say further, “ if your reply to my suggestion is tlıal 
you will he prepared to see Mr. Gandhi and talk över 
matters with him I slıall write to him and pıcss» it upon 
İlim that he must see you at Bombay or any other place 
that may süit your convenience.” Please remo\e ihis 
erroneous impression from your mind. I have ahvays 
been ready and u’illîng to see Mr. Gandhi or any ollıer 
Hindu leader on hehalf of Hindu community and do 
ali I can to help the solulion of the Hindu*Muslim 
problem. 
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As regarcis other matters in your letter I cannot 
do better tlıan to send you a press cutting giving full 
text of my speech tlıat I made in tlıe course of the debate 
in tlıe Assembly on the Supplementary Finance Bili last 
November, as I fear tlıat your attention, if at ali, could 
İlave been drawn only to the A. P. sunımary that appear- 
ed in niost of the papers at tlıe time. 

This \vill give you some idea of the position and 
the point of the Müslim League. 

I thank you for your personal references to me 
\vhich I need not say I appreciate very much. 

Yours sincerely, 
{Sd,)M. A. JlNNAH. 

Letter from Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru to Mr. Jinnah. 

Allahabad, 19th February,. 1941. 

My dear Jinnah, 

Thank you ever so much for your kind letter of the 
lOth February. 'l regret to say that I have been having 
high fever for the last five or six days and am therefore 
uıiable to attend to any political correspondence. As 
sooıı as I get better I shall write to you again about the 
matter about which I ıvrote to you on the 6th February. 
I appreciate very much the promptness with which you 
have so kindly replied to me. 

yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) Tej Bahadur Sapru. 
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Lelter froın Sir Rogcr Lumley lo Mr. M. A. Jinnah. 

(Confıdential) 

Govei’nment House, 
Ganeshklîind, July 20, 1941. 

Dear Mr. Jinnaîı, 

His Exce]lencv llıe Vicerov has asked me to let 

«• 

yon kno\s' lıis intentions on llıe mallers which follow. I 
had lîoped thal I woııld he ahle lo see you myself in 
order Üıal I mighl convey llıis message lo you personally, 
as "vvas lıis desire : luıl unforlunalely, now ihal I am in 
a posilion lo give you ihe message, I am nol enlirely 
fil, and I am iherefore wriling lo convey it lo you by 
this leller, ^vhiclı I am sending doıvn lo Bombay by 
special messenger. 

The Viceroy Iıas continued to have very much in 
mind Öle ^vlıole siluation in regard to llıe war effort and 
the association of non-ofiicial opinion \vilh the prosecution 
of llıe war. The obstacles, however, lo any seltlement 
on the basis of the complete offer of August last, which 
emerged so clearly during the. discussions last autumu, 
stili exist, to his very great regret, as the last few months 
and the reactions to the Secretary of State’s statement 
in the House of Commons on April 22 have made clear. 

In these circumstances, it is equally clear that he 
cannot look for that degree of support from the majör 
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partıes, for the proposals embodied ın the August offeı, 
whıch he desıres Neverlheless, the hürden of the conduct 
of the war on the Central Government has greatly ın 
creased, and, for adımmstratıve reasons, ıt ıs essential 
to proceed wıth some ıncrease m the membershıp of the 
Vıceıoy’s Councıl wıthın the terms of the August offer 
The Vıceroy, accordıngiy, ıs anxıous that yoıı should 
know that he ıs now, %vıth the approval of His Majesty’s 
Government, creatmg five new portfoîios 

These new portfohos and the naraes of the gentle- 
men by whom they have been accepted aıe as follotvs 
Supply—Sır Homı Mody , Infoımatıon—Sır Akbır 
Hydan , Cıvıl Defence—Mr Ragbavendia Rao , Indnns 
Overseas—Mr Aney , Labour—Sır Fıroz Kban Noon 

Tlıe Vıceroy wouId also Iike you to knou that he 
propo«es to fili the vacancıes aıısıng ın the portfolıo of 
Law when Sır Zafrulîa Khan goes to the Federal Court, 
and m the portfolıo of education ıvhen Sır Gııja Shankıı 
Bajpai takes up a mıssion overseas by the appoıntment 
of Sır Sultan Ahmed and Mr Sarkar 

In addıUou, the Vıceroy does not feel that, becau=e 
of the dıffîculty m securıng the sııpport of ihe majoı 
poîıtıcal partıes, ıt ıs possıble to dehy furllıer the moro 
actıve as^^'ocıatıon of nonoflîcni Indıan opHUon 
the proseculion of tlıe tvar 
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He is aocordingiy cstal)lishing \villi ihe approval 
of His Majesiy's Govcnîîncııt, a National Defence 

Counci]. Jhis Connril avİİÎ consisi of sonıe 30 ıneınbers. 

¥ 

nine of \vlu)nı \vill he draun fronı Indian States. 


liıc Viccrov rcgards it as csscntial llıal tlıc Greal 
-Mnsl im coınnumity slıoidd he reprcscntcd on tlıal 
Council by persons of tlıc higbcst promincncc and capa- 
city. He lıas aocordingiy invitcd tlıc Preniicr of Assam, 
Bengal. tlıc Punjab and Sind to serve as ıneınbers of it, 
and be bas cxlcnded invitations also to certain otber 
proıniııent Mııslinıs, sucb as Sir Maliomed Usman. 

He bas considcred ıvhetber lıe sbould invile you lo 
îel İlim İlave any suggestions as lo possible personııel 
for ibis Coımcil, bul being aıvare, as he is, of your 
general allitııde, be bas conciuded lliat it would be 
preferable not to eınbarrass you by iıiviling you lo ınake 
suggestions. 

Il is inlended llıal an anııouncement about these 

clıanges will be ınade on ihe morning of Tuesday, July 
22, and tlıe Viceroy is anxious that you sbould lıave 
tbrouglı me llıis advance information of wlıat is pro- 
posed. I ıvould lıave muciı preferred to have given you 
this message orally, but llıis letter contains the substance 
of it. 
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I hope that you have now fully recovered from 
youı recent ıliness 

Yours sıncerely, 
(Sd ) Rocer Lumley 

Letter from Mr M A Jınnalı to Sır Roger I umle> 
Dear Sır Roger, 

I am ın receıpt of your lelter of July 20, 1941, 
whıch embodıes tlıe message of His Excellency the 
Vıceroy I deeply regrel tlıe decısion taken by hım wıth 
the approval of His Majesly’s Government I appreciate 
when he says that he does not wısh to make sııggestions, 
knowıng, as he does, not only my general attıtude bul 
that of the AII Indıa Müslim League 

Fuıther I cannol appıove of his havmg ınvıted the 
Müslim League Premiers or any other Müslim Leaguer 
under the sclieme of the expansıon of the Vıceıo>’s 
Councıl as well as wlnt ıs nou called the Natıoml 
Defence Councıl, because il ıs ob\ıous tlnt Jt ^vould 
embarrass the Müslim League organi'^atıon And I do 
hope and trıısl that His Excellency ^mII a\oıd such a 
conimgency 

Besıdes, ıt ıs Inrdly faır or proper that the) slıould 
he approached h) His Excellency o\er the heıd of ihc 
Presıdent and the Executı\c of tlıe AH Indn Muslini 
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League, knowing full well tlıe position and the attitude 
tliat the All-India Müslim League has adopted. 

It is staled in his message that the Viceroy regards 
it ^ıs essential that the great Müslim commımity should 
be represented by persons of the higlıest prominence and 
capacity. Would it be credilable for any individual 
prominent.or capable Müslim belonging to an organi- 
sation to accept the invitation contrary lo the position and 
the attitude taken up by that organisation, and would 
it do any credit to Government if they succeed in alluring 
him and create a breach in the organisation, in the 
hope that he may throw up his allegiance to the party 
to -vvlıich he belongs in order to accept the invitation of 
His Excellency. 

I maintain that the great Müslim commımity is 
represented authoritatively only by the All-India Müslim 
League organisation. Persistence in this course will not 
improve matters, but on the contrary it will lead to 
bitterness on the part of the Müslim League, which up 
to the present moment, fortunately, does not exist, how- 
ever emphatically we have disapproved of the policy 
which has been pursued by His Majesty’s Government 
and the Viceroy. 

Before I conciude I am extremely sorry to hear 
that you are not well and I hope that you will soon 
recover from your iliness. 
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Thankıng you for your land ınquırıes, I am now 
much better. 

Yours sınceıely, 
{Sd ) M A JlNNAH 

Letleı from Sır Rogeı Lumley to Mr M A Jınnah 

Ganeshkhmd, July 22 

Dear Mr Jınnah, 

Thank you for youı lelter of July 21, the contenis 
of whıch I have passed on to the Vıceroy I am glad 
to hear you have recovered Thanks for your kmd 
ınquıry, I am much betler 

Yours smcerely, 
{Sd) Roger Lumley 
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Letter from Mr. Fazlul Huque to Mr. Jinnah. 

8tlı December, 1940. 

Dear Mr. Jinnab, 

You must have read in the papers my statements 
on the necessity of a final attempt to solve tlıe communal 
problem of India. I do not wislı lo do anytliing withoııt 
your consent and I am tlierefore writing these few lines 
to reqııest you to cali a meeting of the Working Com- 
mittee or of tlıe Council of tlıe All-India Muslini League 
as early as possible. In ali my statements, I lıave said 
nothing beyond the fact that the League might cali the 
conference. Some day or other these communal diffe- 
rences will be made up, but I do not see any reason 
why the Müslim League should not take the wind out 
of tlıe sails of other organisations and secure to itself 
the credit of having done the greatest possible service 
to India and her people. Let us discuss and if we fail, 
the blame will not be ours. As regards the subjects to 
be discussed I will send you my note later on. 

Your s sincerely, 

(Sd.) Fazlul Huque. 

Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Fazlul Huque. 

. llth December, 1940. 

Dear Mr. Fazlul Haque, 

Apart from the wisdom of this move on your part, 
I regret to say that you should have adopted this course 
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without reference to me. From your statement, it folio^\'s 
that you are forcing the Müslim League thal they siıould 
take the initiative, because in your second statement 
you are definitely appealing to the members of the 
Counciİ of the All-India Müslim League to support you 
and State that they should cali upon me to summon an 
emergency meeting of the Counciİ or the Working Com- 
mitlee of the League. Ihis, ıvhatever may have heen 
your întentions, clearly conveys that I am not willing 
to come to a settlement for thîs uniortunate deadlock, 
for which the Congress alone is responsible, 

I know you are very busy as the head of the Bengal 
Government. Perhaps you have not folIowed w]ıal has 
taken place al the various slages of negoliations upto 
the present moment. I wouId therefore request you to 
read carefully at least the resolutions of tlıe \Forking 
Committee and tiıe Counciİ of the AlMndia Muslini 
League and my recent s'peech in the Central Assembly 
in connection wth the supplementary Finance Bili. Tiıis 
speech of mine is fully reported in many neıv’spapers. 

You have already in the public press declared 
your opinion as if the Müslim League was to he goaded 
by somebody to come to a settlement and decidcd that 
^ve should consider tlıe proposaîs ^vhich you are going 
to formulate for the purpose. I am glad lliat you are 
going to send me those proposaîs and I am aırniting 
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tlıem before I can express any furtlıer opinion on the 
matter witlı regard to calling tlıe meeting of the Working 
Committee or the CounciL As suggested to yon apart 
from tlıe wisdom of your having issued these statements 
and having appealed to the memhers of the Council in 
the Press I tliink your move will convey the impression 
in the political guarters'in India and in England that 
the Mussalmans are divided as it has already been so 
interpreted in many guarters. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 

Letter from Mr. Fazlul Hugue to Mr. Jinnah. 

14th December, 1940. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

4 

I am very sorry tliat owing to prevailing facts and 
circumstances my move has already been misunderstood. 
I made it clear in my statements that I did not wish to 
dictate to you anything, but only to express the desire 
that there should be an effort for peace. In doing so, 
I never meant to insinuate that any one "vvas to blame 
although I did perfectly know where the offence really 
lies. But, it would not be politic for me to say anything 
indicating that I am already a party-'man. At the same 
time, I feel so strongiy that there should be one more 
peace effort and for that reason I could not resist the 
temptation of making a suggestion. I never meant that 


13 
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I should take the lead or I should dictate but I was really 
asking you to take the lead and as the head of the premier 
political organisation of India, to cali everybody-else 
to meet you in order that they may be able to put their 
case before you and you may be in a position to discuss 
problems with them across the table and come to a 
decision. My object really wa^ to put you in the position 
of the dictator of India. I am sorry if I have been mis- 
understood by you and my other friends. If you stili 
ibink that my move has in any way been umvise, you 
can teli me accordingiy. Il is far from my intenlion to 
bring about a disruption in the Müslim League. I hope 
you will write to me both freeîy and frankIy so that I 
may be able to repair any wrong that I may have unwit* 
tingiy inflicted on the reputalion of the League. 

My only desire bas been for peace because I feci 
that unless there is unily among ali communities on the 
principle of give and take, there will be no constitutioııal 
advance and no prospect of a belter India ıhan vic know 
al the preseni moment. 

The preseni Government of India Act is absolutcly 
rubbish. It give^ us responsibility but no power. ît 
gives ali the power to the Govemor and tlıe Governor- 
General-in-Council but ali tlıe responsibİlitics to the 
Ministers. 
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You can tlierefore, easily mıderstand how mudi 
we feel our position under the present constitution and 
how mııch ive are longing for a better state of things. 
I feel that tlıe only obstacle in the way is tlıe present 
impasse. I therefore think tliat this should be removed 
anyhoıv but not by any surrender of our principles or of 
the position that we now hold. That will be for you 
tp decide but do please try to bring about a solution 
ıvhich will enable India to march fonvard. If you think 

i 

that it is the Pakistan scheme and nothing else why not 
send for these people and explain to them what you 
mean ? People are not able to appreciate or understand 
the thlng’ fully, This will be removed if you have free 
talks ıvith the leaders. It is not for me to suggest ways 
and means but I have indicated to you my hearPs desire 
and I hope you will appreciate it. 

Yours sincerely, 

4 

{Sd.) Fazlul Huque. 

Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Fazlul Huque. 

4th January, 1941. 

Bear Mr. Fazlul Huque, 

I really do not know what I can say with regard 
to this matter. I think you have seen what the Press 
has been ^riting about this move. You have recently 
issued a statement from Poona saying that you are mis- 
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understood. Well, I cannot blame the people because 
I said from the very begınnıng that ıt was a veıy umvise 
move. I am quıle sure ibat you dıd not ıntend to bnng 
about a dısruptıon ın Müslim League. I quıte appreciate 
youı desıre for peace and selllement and nobodv desıres 
them more than I do. But, the guestion ıs how they 
should be brought about. When the other party has 
declared a war and ıs holding a pıstol at vouı head, 
Avhat do you propose that I should do ? \^Tıat do you 
thmk IS the aım and the object of the Congress m launch- 
ıng cıvıl dısobedıence ? Is ıt not obvıous that they 
want to bend the Brıtısh Government to surrender or 
yıeld to theır demands ? At whose cosl ? 0\er our 
head and at our cost. 

An old and expenenced pohtıcian hke you and a 
veteran fighteı that you are, what do you expecl mc 
to do m tlıese cırcumslances ? 

Youıs sıncerel). 

{Sd ) M. A. 

Lelter from Mr, Huque to Mr. Jınnah. 

7th Januarj, iPll. 

Dear Mr. Jınnah, 

I have received your letter. I quite undcrstand } our 
vieu-poınt but certaınly somelhing ^\ill have to bc done. 
Hovvever, I am domg nolhing at the preseni moment and 
I am allovvıng thîngs to simmer. As a matler of fact. 
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I am Avatching developments. If there is anything parti- 
cular, I shall let you know. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) Fazlül Huque. 

Telegram from Mr. Jinnalı to Mr. Fazlul Huque, 

. dated 2İst January 1941. 

My attention drawn to a summary press report of 
our correspondence regarding your move Hindu-Muslim 
settlement. Report incorrectly represented. Its source 
am informed Calcııtta. Propose release complete corres* 
pondence. 

Telegram from Mr. Fazlul Huque to Mr. Jinnah, 
dated 22nd January, 1941. 

Surprised your telegram. I know absolutely 
nothing. Will you kindly await my letter, just writmg ? 

Letter from Mr, Fazlul Huque to Mr. Jinnah. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I have already sent you a wire yesterday about 
incorrect reports in the Press regarding our Hindu- 
Muslim unity move. As I.have already wired to you, 

I know nothing about these mis-statements in the Press 
nor have I yet seen them. You say that they emanated 
from Calcutta. I made enquiries but I cannot lay my 
hand on any one who may be guilty. I can have no 
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objection to your publishing the \vhole correspondence, 
but I wouId ask you to consider if that will not worsen 
matters. It would be mudi betler if you made a fresh 
statement pointing out the inaccuracies and stating ıvhat 
the real facts are. I feel more and more ronvinced that 
this unity move is bound lo be a fiasco as Comraunities 
do not show the slighlest inclination to be fıiendly. In 
these circumstances, no useful purpose will be served 
by our publication of the correspondence that passed 
between us at a time \vhen I was full of hope. I am 
stili anxious to work for a compromise ıvhen ihe parties 
are unaccommodating other. Hope you will consider 
my point of view before you decide anything. 

Yours sincerely, 
( Sd .) Fazlul Huqüe. 

1942 - 43 

Letter from Mr. Fazlul Huque to Mr. Jinnah. 

New Delili, 
November 13, 1912. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

You have knoını me for över 30 years and you can 
easily realise I lıave been longîng lo mect you and to 
assure you my attachment lo you and the Müslim 

League. 
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It is an irony of fate that this rift should have taken 
place between yon and me after close co-operation for 
the long span of över guarter of a century. However, 

I reguest yon to allow the dead-past bury its dead and 
throw a veil över ali that has happened during the past - 
few months and remove the ban on me and my supporters 
and facilitate our entry in the League fold. I can assure 
yon that I will abide by thei discipline of the party and 
the instrııctions of the President of the Müslim League. 

V 

As for the Progressive Müslim League, up to now 
it exists on paper only and it ceases to exist automatically 
witlı my entry and the entry of my supporters into the 
League. 

' I need hardly emphasise the fact that in the interests 
of İslam and Müslim solidarity I am prepared to make 
any sacrifices and to subordinate my personal interests 
and inclinations to the supreme demand of Müslim 
Nation. I am extremely anxious that the breach in the 
Müslim community should be made up and efforts 
should be made that no Müslim may remain outside 
the folds of tlıe League. 

I understand ^''ou will be leaving Delhi tonight, 
but I 'vvould appreciate it very mudi if you would give 
me a few minutes’ time to talk to you personally and 
to explain everything frankiy. 


4 
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Under Providence I leave the interest of Bengal 
Muslims in your hands. 

Yours sincerely, 
(5<i.) A. K. Fazlul Haque. 

/" 

Lelter from Mr. Fazlul Huque to Mr. Jinnah. 


Dated February 5, 1943. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

I anı deternıined to solve the Bengal tangle and to 
put an end to the meaningless strife which is having tlıe 
most undesirable consequences on the prospecls of the 
Müslim community in Bengal. 

Through the mercy of Providence I have an assured 
posîtion in the Bengal Legislative Assembly and can 

carry on for an indefinite period till the end of the war 
and One year after. 

But I am going lo sacrifıce al] ihat I now possess 
for the sake of my country and of the solidarity of my 
community. 

The step that I am laking will also show tliat î 
lıave not been able lo blame for the unfoılunate cvents 
that have taken place in Bengal during the lasi 
monihs and llıal I have been more sinncd agaînsi than, 
sînning. I do not, however, \vish to rake up tlıe un* 
pleasant past, but to concenirate on the fulure. 
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I patltcrod froın ihe lası wor(ls yo\ı told nıc in ihe 

t'oıırsc of ınv ]ast inl(.‘rviou‘ with you tlıal in casc I 

« • 

liquidalc tlu* Propressivc J’aıiy and rosign fronı my 
ofiice as Preınior von u'ould lift tlıo han wlndı lıas becn 
pul on nu'. 


I havc ihouglıl aırefnlly ovcr llıc silııalion and 
\vitli a vi(nv to facililalc mv coıniıiî: l)af:k to ihc Lcaguc. 
I anı ready to tender nıy resipnation ulıiclı wi]l mcan 
tlıe automalİc dissolulion of ihc Progressive Coalilion 

Partv. 

« 

May I now gel a linç from you to teli mc thal I 
İlave undcrstood you alright, and llıal llıc ban pul on 
nıc \vill be liflcfl as soon as I tender resignation of nıy 
oflice as Prcnıicr ? If so, I will lake my step I bave 
indicalcd and I bope you ^\•i]î render tlıe baresl possible 
juslice by laking ine back to llıc Leaguc as soon as your 
conditions are salisfıed. 

If I come back to tlıe League, il wi]I be a malter 
of parly polilics in Bengal for Müslim members and 
Müslim leaders lo delermine as lo who slıould be ibe 
clıief and wlıal slıould be ibe composilion of tlıe Bengal 

Cabinet ? 

« 

So long as we do not contravene the rules and 
principles you lıave laid down, I bope, you will not 
impose your decision on ihe sleps we may lake in Bengal 
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for securing the best possiMe administration in the 
country. 

With deep regards, 

I am, ' 

Sincerely y6urs, 

(Sd.) A. K. Fazlul Hüque. 

Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Mr. Fazlul Huqe. 

Dated February 10, 1943. 

Dear Mr. Huque, 

I am in receipt of your Ie!ler of February 5. In 
the course of the interview that you had with me in 
consequence of your letter of November 13, 1942, I 
. maintained that our decision ıvas entirely due to your 
wrong conduct and action that you took and that you 
have already done a very greal harm to the Müslim 
cause, of ■\vhich you are belter aware timn anybody else. 

I re-assured you that I have no personal feeling 
in the matter nor was I, or am I inflııenced by any 
outside agency or any parlicular individual. 

I took the decision of expellîng you from the 
Müslim League because your conduct and action vas a 
gross breach of discipline and fundamental principles 
and policy of the All-India Müslim League organİsalİon. 
Therefore, you expressed regrel and assured me thal 
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yon \voir rcpf'iUanl and al<o oxprc?scd your Avillingness 
to ahide hy %vlıat(;ver proposal T ^\•o^dd consİdor fair. 


^ ou (<dd ine tlınt ali thal vou \van(cd wa‘; lluU ihc 
han î>lıould he lifted aıul ihal von \verc rcadv and \villinc: 
îo renıain as an ordinary ıneınher of llıe Leatîuc and 
serve the organisation in any eajiacily thal tlıc Lcagııe 
nıav assifin to vou. 


în your Iclter of .\'ov. 13, 19125 also hcfore I gave 
you an întervieu' you stalcd “ I can assurc yon lliat 
I wilî ahide hy flıe disclpline of tlıc parly and tlıc ins* 
iruetinn!^ af ıha Pra^ident of tlıc Muslini Leaguc.” 


Tliereupon I ınadc tlıc follo\ving suggeslions to 
you suhjccl to tlıc final sanetion of the Working Com- 
ınittcc of tlıc Alhlııdia Müslim Lcaguc. 


(1) Tliat you slıould exprcss your regrel for wlıat 
you İlave done. If you iıave now come to tlıc conciusion 
that you slıould he re-admitted as a member, it is due 
to the organisation from yau, whose memhership you 
value so much, that you slıould show repenlance on 
your part. Otheıavise if memhers were expelled and 
aîlowed to he re-admitted, as if nothing had happened, 
it would not only be inconsistent with self-respect of the 
organisation but would be desiructive of the elemenlaıy 
principles of diseipline. 
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The first poınt, therefore that I suggested in my 
]ast ıntervıew wıth you, uas that you should expres& 
your regret for ıvhat you have done. 

(2) That you should lıquıdate the Progressive 
Coalılion Party or compîetely dıssocıale yourselî irom 
ıt and resıgn from your office as Premıer. After that, 
I told you, I was prepared to see that the ban should 
be lıfted and that you and other Muslıms, who were 
expelled, should be elıgıble for membershıp of the 
Müslim League and also lo Mushm League Party ın tlıe 
Bengal Assembiy. Thereafter, the Müslim League 
party ın the Bengal Assembiy wıll take such decısions 
as may be necessary from lime to time wıth regard to 
matters ansıng ın conneclıon W 2 th and relatıng to the 
Legislature and the admınıstratıon of the Government 
of Bengal ın consonance \\ith the fundamental prıncıples» 
and the polıcy of the Ali Indıa Mushm League , subject 
of course, to one över ndıng provısıon uhıch ıs em* 
bodied m the ResoIutıon'No 2 of ihe Workıng Commıt* 
tee dated Oct 22, 1939 and confirmed by Re'îolution 
No 1 of the Councıl of tlıe Ali Indıa Mushm League 
dated Feb 25, 1910, ıvlııch runs as follons ;— 

“Tlıe Workıng Commıtlee hereb) empouer the 
P^e^ıdenl to advıse, guıde and ıssue ınstruclıons to 
Mushm League partıes m the varıous ProMiıcıal Legıs* 
lalures m the e\ent of some sudden ernergenc> ansıng. 
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“ Tİıe .Mu>Iinı 

or t\u*rv *hM mm’İj 

A 


Lt'a^ıno parlic 

iıi'-lriHiion*; 


s slıall 
ınav 1)0 




givo cfl'ecl lo 

nivon l)v tlıc 

0 


Aî thi*^ iııtt‘rvi(*\\' of !İu' lotlj ıSov. 1912. voıı aarccd 


to canv out llıo'.o ronditions KÎtliîn a foi'Irnphl. Bul 
I hoard notlıiıiî: fmllıor froın von lill nem-. 


Bofort' I closo î nıu^l 5 ay tliat î rannol npprecialc 
the lono. îlıc lanmıage and hcıılimonls oxprci^h;cd hy yoıı 
in tlıe fıi'-t paramaj)!) of your Iot(or. hooaıısc alllıoııgh 
yon c’oıu'ludo il i)y <ayitıp “ I do not, lıowcvcr, wish 
lo rako up iho ımplcasanl pasl, bul lo concenlralc on 
llıe futurc ” voıı havo already indnIgcd lo a considcrablc 

• 0 CV 

extenl in rakîng up liıc pa?l. 

I ınn«l aI.«o ropudialc and cannol agree wilh yon 
whal yon say in llıis paragraph, as il is coniraıy lo real 
facis. I anı obliged to say llıis becaııse if yon really 
yanted lo bııry tlıc unpleasant pasi and inlended to 
concenirate on tlıe fulnrc yoıı slıould nol havc starled 
wilb sııclı a preamble as is contained in llıis paragraph 
of your Iclter. 

Nor do T lindersland llıe lasi paragraph of your 
letler, specially ıvlıen you say “ I hope you will nol 
impose your decision on llıe sleps tlıal we lake in Bengal 
for securing Üıe besi possible adminisiralion for ali 
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communities in the country.” Perhaps it is a mistake 
and I suppose you mean Bengal. 

Nor do I undersland what is the meaning of your 
suggestion that I should not impose my decision on the 
steps that you may take in Bengal. 

However, it seems to me that the last paragraph 
of your lelter need not be discussed further, in view of 
\vhat I have already explained and stated above, namely 
the condilions to be complied w!th, in order to facilîlate 
your being re-admilted to the Müslim League organi- 
sation. 

I shall move in the malter as soon as the above 
conditions are satisfied by you. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

M. A. JlNNAII. 



CORRESPONDENCE: 


MR. JINNAH 

& 

NAWAB OF CHATTARI 
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-Letter from Nawab of Chattari to Mr. Jinnah. 

Dated 20th July, 1941. 

Dear Mr. Jinnah, 

As I İlave accepted a salaried appointment in an 
Indian State I write tlıis to tender my resignation from 
the membership of the Council of tlıe All-India Müslim 
League. It is needless for me to say that your good 
wislıes and blessings would ahvays be a source of great 
strength to me and I am sure tbat they would not be 
denied. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sd.) Ahmed Said. 

Letter from Mr. Jinnah to Nawab of Chattari, 

Dated, July 30, 1941. 

Dear Nawab Sahih, 

I received your letter dated July the 20th from 
Chattari in the afternoon of the 24th of July 1941. On 
examining the envelope I find that it was posted and 
registered at Delhi on the 22nd of July. 

I beg to inform yon that it was decided before the 
receipt of your letter to take disciplinary action against 
yoü as indicated by my statement issued on the 2İst 

14 
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as you were a member of tbe Müslim League for having 
joined the so*called National Defence Council. I regret, 
therefore, that apart irom the technicalily tliat your 
letter should have been addressed to the Secretary, I 
am unable to accept your resîgnation pending the result 
of the disciplinary action that has to be taken against 
you. However, I am fonvarding your letter to the 
Secretary of the AIMndia Müslim League. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 



CORRESPO NDE’NCİE 


MR. JINNAH 

& 

MAULANA AZAD 
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Telegram 

Bombay, 12th July 1940. 

From Maulana Azad to Mr. Jinnah :— 

“ Confidential. Your July 9 statement : The Con- 
gress Delhi resolution definitely means by National 
Government a composite Cabinet not limited to any 
single party. But is it the position of the League that 
she cannot agree to any provisional arrangement not 
based on the two-nation scheme ? If so, pleae clarify 
by wire.” 

Mr. Jinnah’s reply :— 

fi 

“ Your telegram cannot reciprocate confidence. I 
refuse to discuss with you, by correspondence or other- 
wise, as you have completely forfeited the confidence 
of Müslim India. Can’t you realise you are made a 
Müslim ‘ show-boy ’ Congress President to give it colour 
that it is national and deceive foreign countries. You 
represent neither Muslims nor Hindus. The Congress 
is a Hindu body. If you have self-respect resign at önce. 
You have done your worst against the League so far. 
You know you have hopelessly failed. Give it up.” 
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MR. JINNAH 

& 

ALLAMA MASHRIOI 
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t 

Telegram from Allama Mashriqi to Mr. Jinnah :— 

% 

5th May, 1942. 

“ My telegram dated 28th April unreplied.' Can 
you State minimum conditions for united demand for 
National Government ? Do you approve active co- 
operation of Klıaksars witli Rajagopalachariar ? ” 

Mr. Jinnab’s reply to Allama Mashriqi’s telegram : 

llth May, 1942. 

“ YpuV telegram 5tlı May. My appeal to Khak- 
sars is to join and support whole-heartedly League policy 
at this critical juncture. Not possible discuss terms 
United demand as requested by means correspondence. 

—Jinnab.” 
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MR. C. RAJAGOPALACHARÎ 
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Telegram from Mr. Rajagopalachari to Mr. 
Jinnah :—- 

> 

2nd February, 1943. 

4 

“ In pursuance of a general desire to consider the 
situation arising out of Gandhiji’s fast, we earnestly 
request you to join the Conference here on Feh. 18, 
Thursday afternoon, which Kunzru, Gliaznavi, Srini- 
vasan, Joshi, Kazmi, Banerjee, Chaudhary, Sant Singh 
and selves convening.” 

Mr. Jinnah’s reply :— 

Bûmhay, Feh. 15, 1943. 

In a letter to Mr. C. Rajagopalachari, replying to 
his invitation to attend tlıe conference, Mr. Jinnah says, 
“ The situation arising out of Mr. Gandhi’s fast is really 

9 

a matter for the Hindu leaders to consider and advise 
him accordingiy.” 

Mr. Jinnah adds, “ I regret I am unahle to asso- 
ciate myself with the proposed conference at Delhi on 
the 18th of Fehruary, 1943 for it is apparent from the 
recent correspondence hetween the Viceroy, the Gov¬ 
ernment of India and Mr. Gandhi, that has heen puh- 
lished in tlıe Press, that there is no change on the part 
of Mr. Gandhi in the attitude and stand taken hy him 
last August ‘ vis-a-vis ’ the Muslini League except the 
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reîleration of his oft-repeated political demand having 
for its sanction a threat to resort to “ mass civil dis- 
obedience.” Now he has undertaken this dangerous 
fast ^vith a view to enforce that demand whîch if con- 
ceded or agreed to under such coercive method, it is 
obvious, will destroy the Müslim demand and involve 
complete sacrifice of the vital and paramount interests 
of Müslim India. 

“ Moreover, great political issues and coraplex 
political problems of this subcontinent involving the 
deslinıes of millîons cannot be settied or solved by 
means and raethods of fasting adopted by Mr. Gandhi. 

“ I do however, hope that your efforts may lead to 
the path of reason and peace and then there woııld come 
an opportunity for friendly negotiations which mighl, I 
trust, result in a settlemenl salisfactory not only to the 
two majör nations—Hindus and Muslims—^but to ali 
other interests and minorilies concemed.” 



CORRESPONDENCE: 


MR. JINNAH 

& 


SHEIKH ABDUL MAJID 
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After resigiiing from tlıe Müslim League, Sheikh 
Abdııl Majid wrote a letter dated 25tlı Oct. 1943 in- 
forming Mr. Jinnalı about his resignation. 

Mr. Jinnah’s reply :— 


Dated, 4th Nov. 1943. 

Dear Slıeiklı Abdııl Majid, 

“I am in receipt of your letter of Ocfober 25, 1943, 
informing me tbat yon have resigned from the 
Muslini League organisation. Wlıat do you expect me 
to do after you have taken your decision without 
apprising me of your complaints against Üıe Ministry of 
placing them before the Working Gommittee of the All- 
India Müslim League \vhicli would have been the correct 
procedure for you to adopt before you took this fatal 
step. 

in these circumstances I note tliat you have resign- 
ed from the Müslim League organisation’’ 

Yours sineerely, 
{Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 
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After resigning from the Müslim League, Sheiklı 
Abdul Majid wrote a letter dated 25th Oct. 1943 in- 
forming Mr. Jimialı about lıis resignation. 

Mr. Jinnah’s reply :— 


Dated, 4tlı Nov. 1943, 

4 

Dear Slıeiklı Abdul Majid, 

“I anı in receipt of your letter of October 25, 1943, 
informing ine tbat you have resigned from the 
Muslini League organisation. Wbat do you expect nıe 
to do after you lıave taken your decision without 
apprisiiıg me of your complaints against the Ministry of 
placiiıg them before the Working Committee of the All- 
India Müslim League which would have been the correct 
procedure for you to adopt before you took this fatal 
step. 

In these circumstaııces I note tJıat you have resign¬ 
ed from the Müslim League organisation.^^ 

Yours sincerely, 
{Sd.) M. A. JlNNAH. 



